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The autiiof <Jf itfe? foltowing 
work is known in Gerinany fo^ the 
eminent fituation he holds in one of 
tlteir tBiirerfities; and for" hfs'Htcfary 
{iTodu^ions, particularly his cele- 
brated piece of Alcibiadea. 

The preient perfonaance ig gene- 
rallj irit»'efting, not only for. the 
xnerkcff the^orytbatfortheinfbrma-. 
dm it:afford« u»refpe3ing the iecret 
tribunal, an inftitution which, thouEjh 
{t^^ooid never be traced to its receffes, 
ni^de moi^fchs tre|nble u;ion their. 
tl>ro|;e£; It wa9'Cpmpo(ed of more 
than fthuodred thoufand ind vidiials, 
held together 1^ «b invifible chain. 

Vol. I; ^ A 
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known to each other, but jndlftin- 
guiihable to the reft of the world, 
whofe fittings were covered with the 
moft impenetrable fecrecy; whofe 
decrees were arbitrary and defpotical, 
and were executed by alTaflins, whofe 
fteel fcldom ^iled to reach the heart 
of its unfortunate viilira. 

In this fituation we Have a ftHk- 
ing example of the evils in which 
ignorance and impofition are capable 
. of involving mankind. The confe- 
quences that follow, when men yield 
up their underftandings to the di£late 
of authority, are dreadful and deftruc- 
tive beyond the power of human 
penetration to calcuUte. This is but 
a fmall part, and, however dreadful 
and deteftable, is comparatively an 
infignificant part, when we contraft 
it with auricular confefiion, the in- 
(^mfition, the ftar-chamber, the court 

5 
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of high tommiflion; «nd:the hsftttb. 
Let us remember thisi- aiiiljcongratu- 
late Our&lves that wfr ire bora in aa. 
age of Ulumiastidn, and at' a titne- 
T»hen the adrtifices of fapwHttion and-j 
tyranny are fated to vanilh beforethci 
torch of truth. 

In addition to this high hiHorical . 
moral, this romance has another merit 
by which it is farther allied to hiftory. 
It comprifes a curious detail as to the 
chara6ter and adventures of the em- 
peror Winceflaus, theemprefsSophia, 
Sigifmond, king of Hungary, and 
queen Barbe, together with the man- 
ners of the antient chevaliers, monks 
and nuns of thofe times. Thefe por- 
traits are in general of diftinguifhed 
fidelity, and introduce us, as it were, 
to the perfonal intcrcourfe of men, 
the dates only of whofe tranfaftions 
ate handed down to us in chronicles. 
A 2 
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.■^fiainitoi has prefixed ii)}<t!hcr'' 
work, an cllay on the fixret. tribunal' 
add its judges, bj baeait^Boek, whkhl 
^^^nbxbfy- be thbaghciaii iiktti- 
abcompiuiitiKat to the in^«ii7>«Mr 
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Oh, the Secret Tribunal and its Ju^a, 
former fy exijling in IVefipbaita. 



'i HfE frcecotmts and freejudgcs of \Vcft- 
'■'■'■ JL' ' pKalia, whofe poycr and conftitution 
'reftrfered tbem fo famous and redoubtable 
<»feout ihe-begmnmgof the fifteenth cdnTOrJ', ' 
that they were on the point pf'expcri- 
-encing-'as- •r^gdrWS a p^riccotion as ihe 
Templars, are at prcfenr nearly forgotteA, 
^feVtriJcft'^.'tfiehi being prefetvedf In hif- 
'torfi TfieflngiHarity of this inftittition, of 
'lifhich £b Jk't!'[^.kn6w'q,;aqif whfch has a 
'Bcarreffiiribfiinte to that of the fHuminateiiy 
fo rapid in its progrcls i»ithin Vhcfe two ot 
three years, in Germany, induces me to 
give fome account of it bete. 

ThS^ o''*gi" ^ *be free cpynfs and free 
Jticfge^-maybe-tracedback to tbe rtign if 
Charlemggoe. . Tl\ey. pretended to b? the 
fucceflbrs of the impieriali c'ommiffiorters, 
(mijjis per tempora difatrrentibus) who made 
their circuits through the empire once a 
■year or oftcner. To thtfe commiffionert 
complaints might be preferred againft the 
governors of provinces, and other priactpAl 
A3 
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X ESSAY ON THE 

ofScers ; and before them might be pleaded 

caufes of which the decifion belonged exclu- 

Jively to the emperor.. It appears too, tjiat 
• the ordinary magillrates had no powei^tom- 

Jliftfevererpumlhment than pecuniary fines, 
, (p that theie commiffioners were the fove- 

reign judges of almoft all caufes, having the 
. power of condemning in the cmperor'Mitme 
. to corporal pains, either thofe whofe crimes 
. were fuch, that the fentenc^ was not a,I10\^- 

ed to be commuted for a tpuld:, or tholff , 
' ovbo, refufing to p^y v/hat they had beeii 
. amerced by the commoi) judge, inciu:red tlje 

guiit of rebellion. . . - 

The nature of this conamiffiqn required 

two difierent kinds of proceeding ; one pub- 
,]ic, the other .private. Sojjcery, niagic, and 

fax;rilege, ranked in the cl^fs of crimes not to 
'. be committed; and rcfpeftingthefe inquiry 

muA neceflarily be made in fecret. Hence 

may be inferred, tljat, if the firft fittings of 
. this iribuoal were held in pyblic, there were 
■ pthers to wjiich CTcry body raight;not be 

atimitted. 

.,■ As it ij^as not practicable for thefe commif- 

fioners to remam long,,in one plfce, their 

proceedings were ufuallycondufted it) a fucn- 
.mary way. In general two perfonsof known 

pir£ibity,fDmetimesmore,werecliofenineach 
;diftrid; thefe, being-Cworn, were charged 
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SECRET TRIBUNAL: xi 

to examine into the crimes of the accufed, 
and on their report feotence was deBnitivel/ 
pafled. The names of thete jurors were 
carefully concealed, that they might not be 
ihiftruftcd, fo that people lived in perpetual 
difquieiude, and a man could repofe no 
conBdeneeeven in his own brother. 

If we compare thefe extraordinary com- 
miffions, eftablifhed by Charlemagne, with 
the fecret tribunal, which was pofterior, we 
fliall find between them the awft perfect 
refemblance. 

The fittings of the latter were caired fre« 
proceedings (frtidinge); the place where they 
wcrcheld, free tribunal (freiejhthl)i the com- 
miffioner a free count (freigraf); and the ju- 
rors, free judges (^rK^iiwqe^y.-Thedukeof 
Saxony, who was the foverign chief of the 
commiffioners in the time of Charlemagne, 
held the fame rank in the free tribunals; 
ID which quality he had the right of prefen- 
ing to every feat, and nominating the free 
counts, who were afterwards invefted with 
their pffices by the emperor as feodaries. 

At this tribunal, as at the old, oifences 
of all kinds were tried; complaints were re- 
ceived againft thofe, who refufed to* be tried 
by their regular judges; and the fittings 
were held in the open air, though there 
were others in fecret, where the principal 
A 4 
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bufinefs was coodui^ed..' From tb« latter 
circumfiance is derived tbe name of thcikt 
ttQt UflMnal heml/cin t^L Thcpeoplefcnew 
Dor iha free judges, who were bound by ^ 
terrible oaih to tjeUvtr iip father, mother, 
brother, fifter, or friend, without exception, 
if they I^ad do^e any thing. cognizable by the 
tcibuiYal. 1-D fuch cafes-tbey were obliged 
fo relate all they knew concerning the a£^ic, 
lo cite the ciilprits-, aI>d^ if they werecon- 
dcmnedj topui them to death wherever tliey 
found 'them. Thus the members of ih« 
iribuna^,lo quality of imperiatcoaimi(Qoners, 
piaintaJtred the authority of, the emperor 
.throughout the whole extent of the empire - 
.uithout -tronbling themfelvcs al^out the 
flights of. the territories in which they ex- 
*icifed their powers and would infalljbljr 
have overturned every other territorial foj. 
■vereignty,-. hsil they continued to fuhfiO'^ 

The fecret tiibunali is mentioned in hif- 
tory, asan eftabliflimettf publicly kriq-wri, fp 
Cdrly asi2ii,foonaftcrtheextin<5tionoftbj; 
grand duchy, of Saxony. Before that time 
.-the free counts probably derived their pow- 
.cfs from the dukes of Saxony, by wbom 
ihey w<^re undoubtedly nominated as fove- 
reign.ctiicfs of the imperial commiffioners. 
■ It was. not, therefore, till "after the extir-dioa 
.of that duchy^'thic the £eciet^ribu'aals were 
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SECRET TRTBTTNAL. xm 

known publicly- No prince of tlic empire 
would longer (vftvr tn hh dominrons an im* 
pertal commiflfion, indfpendrnt of bis cod* 
trol ; and every one confrquently endeavour- 
ed to become himfelf the chief of that com* 
miffion. The archbiftop of Cologn, who 
had obtained the duchy of Wefipbalia, waf 
the onl'y perfon who oppofed this; and (o 
effe<^u£il!y, that, throughout almoflall Weft- 
phalta,' he was acknowledged fole chief of 
the fecret tribunals. For a time the free 
coottts of chat country were tramiiuted by 
him, and of him received the inTcfttmrc of 
their offices. 

In this Itate the (ecret tribunals remained 
for fome time: but towards the ehd of the 
fourteenth, and beginning of the fifreenth 
century, they fuddenly ro(e to fo formidabid 
a degree of power, that all Germany became 
aJsrmcd. I fliall not, I bcl eve, exaggerate, 
if 1 fay, that at this period there were more 
than an hundred thoufand free judges in 
-the empire, who put to death, in all manner 
of ways, thofe whom the tribunal condemn- 
ed' When in BiVaria, in Franconia, in 
Suabia, any one refufed to appear before 
hisrcgularjudge, immediately recourfcwas 
had Co one of the free cribunals of Wcftpha- 
lU, where fenttncc was palfed, which was 
BO fbooer known to the order ot free judges^ 
A 5 
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tban,4i hundred thoufaiid affaffins were fee" 
jQ motion, who bad fworn not tofpare their , 
peareft relation, or their deareft friend* 

If a free judge were known to fay to a. 
psrfon condemned by the fecret tribunal, 
whom hewilhediofave, *• The bread of any 
** other country is as good as the bread of 
** this," 9 mode of expreflion ufed on thofe 
occafions, his comrades were bound by their 
' oath to bang bim up on the firft tree,. 7 feec 
bigner than- any o^her criminal. To the 
fe^tciices pafled by this tribunal no demur 
Vif9Xo i^e^made.^ They muft be executed 
-Oufbf'Hand, with the utmoft punftuality, 
an,iTl,<he moft implicit obedience, though the 
porfon to whole lot it fell had confidered 
^he pcrfon condemned as the moft virtuous 
plan in the world. This induced alraoftaU- 
perfons of birth and fortune to feek admif- 
fion into the order. Every prince had fome 
free judges in his council; and there were 
fome even amongll the magtllrates of the 
Imperial cities*. In thofe days more gen- 
demen were free judges than are now free- 
mafons. In the procefs which the city of 
Ofnabruck had to carry on againft Conrad 

* Wcrikh relates, in his Chronicles of Auglburg, 
p. J. e.g. that there were ihircy-fiT judges intheciiy 
of Auglburg aloDc. From this an eftimale may be 
formeo how many there were in the whole of Ger- 
many, 
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SECRET TRIBUNAL. xj 

of Langen, vthen the latter vas coDdetnned, 
near three hundred free judges were prefcnt 
at the fitting, of whom part was of thje or- 
der of nobility, part fimple burghers*. In 
fhort, many princes alfo fought admiifiea, 
as the duke of Bavaria, the margrave of 
Brandenburg, &c- 

. The fervilc obedience exafted by the fe- 
cret tribunal from it's members, appears in 
the following fpeech of duke William^ of 
Brunfwic, who was one of the free judges: 
** I mud hang duke AdolphuS'Of Slrftvic, 
** if he come to fee me, or my comrades 
*• will hangme-f." 

It was- extremely rare for any one to ef- 
cape from th'e purfuit of the fecret tribunal ; 
for the free judges not being known, watched 
the moment when a prince went abroad frotii' 
his palace, a gentleman from his caftle, or a 
. burgher from the place of his abode, to go by^ 
night and nail to hi»gare Uie citation of the- 
fecret tribunal. If he did not appear, after- 
this'Ceremony had been three times perform- 
ed , he was condemned ; though he was ufual- 
ly cited a fourth time before the execution of 
thefentencc; after which he was delivered, 
overtothc vengeance of thai invincible army 

* BehnKrcir. voni archii!. Wefen, in App. p. i6i* 
t'Joha iDQ Bufcbfrde Rcfornit M0Daa.in.4i1- 
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of the free judges, which quitted not the 
purfuit tin he was hunted to death. 

Wben a free judge was not of himfetf 
-flrong enough to fcizea Criminal and hang 
him, bevwiai boundnottolofc'fightof him, 
tilflfe found afufficicBtnumberof his com- 
rades to enable him to execute his pnrpofe, 
and chdreweie bound to al!ifl:him> without: 

. aiking any qucftions, on his making certain 
figns. They hung up the perfon condemned 
with a willow branch, inftead of a rope, to 
the firfttree in the high road, but never to a ' 
gallows. - If they were6bliged,by circum-' 
flances, to kill the criminal with a poniard,' 
or in Tome other way, they faftened the 
corpfe to a tree', and left their knife in ir, ■ 
that it might be known he had not been af- 
faffinatcd, but executed by a free judge. 

All their operations were enveloped in 
the profoundcft myftery, and even now it is 
unknown by what 'fign* the fages, as th^y 
called thcmfelves, knew each other: ftiU 

,kfs are we acquainted with the greater part 
rf iheir regulations. Though the emperor' 
was reputed chief paramount of the order, 
whatpaffcdin the lecrct tribunal was for-' 

• In awnting at Herfort liaT» been obferred the 
following leners: 9. S. G. G. Thcfe aceordinj lo 
fnme fignify in German !_/?«■, /«V, grai, p-em, \a tnf - 
i»i, ''^t,^gni^g,aji, grim," 8. PlcffingcivT.lV. 

p. 490, ■ . . 
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SECRET TRIBUNAL. x«u 

biddCTi to be revealed to him; onlf if he 
a&ed whether fuch a perfon hiid been con- 
demned, hcmightbeanfwercd yej, or no. 
If, however, he afced the name of a perfon. 
condemned, this he was not to be told. A . 
proof ot this maybe feenio theaofwcrstfae 
free counts gave the emperor Robert in 
r4o4.* 

Tlje emperor, or the duke his reprcfen- 
tative, could make fres judges no where but ■ 
on thejcd foil, that is to fay, in Wcflphalia: 
moreover it mufl be in a free tribunal . and 
whh the affiHance of two or three tree 
judge-6, as witnefles. As lo the myftical 
meaning; of the appellation red foil, it has.. 
not yec been explained. Perhaps it was. 
given to Weftphalia, becaufe the field of. 
the arms of Saxony was gules. The tree 
judges were fo tenacious of th-ir rights, - 
that, king- Winctrftaus having intended to 
oreate free judges inWefiphalia, ofhisown 
aotbority, when the emperor Robert a&ed 
bow the real free judges were to behave to 
them, was anfwered, that they fhoutd bang 
them up on the fpot without mercy. 

Tbe empcior alone bad a right tjO^raot 
protediOD to tbofe who had been coflRemn- 
od by tbe fecret tribunal. This was one of 
tbe referves infested by Charlemagne in bis 
capltulaiies. 

* Ajy. datt. De Faec pubUcS. p. i;?. 
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The real caufe of the decline of theft 
tribunals was the territorial fovcreigntv tbc 
princes gradually acquired in their ftatcs. 
In their endeavours to fupprefs an ellabliffa- 
rocnt independent of their authority, they 
were fo affiduous, that they finally fuc- 
ceeded. It has never been entirely abolifh- 
ed ; however, by the laws of the empire, it 
has only been confined to its original pur- 
pofes, and to certain diflritfts. The em> 
peror ftill beftows free tribunals as feoffs, 
and many are ilill to be found in the coun- 
ty of Mark, and in ihc duchy of Weftpha* 
lia : but they have loft tbeir independency, 
and exercife their fun<5):ions only in the 
mme of the fovcreign in whofe territories- 
they are eftabliihcd. 

It appears highly probable, that the pro- 
digious increafe of power acquired by the 
fccret tribunals at the end of the fourteenth^ 
century, and beginning of the fifteenth, was- 
owing to the' anarchy which then prevailed 
in the empire. Neither the chamber of 
Wetzlar, nor the aulic council then cxiftcd J. 
and it was impolEble for an individual to< 
oblain juftice of a prince, or of any of the 
fiates of the empire : thus the fccret tribu- 
nal for fome time remedied this dcfed: in- 
the Germanic conftitution,- and rendered' 
themfelves equally feared and refpe&ed.- 
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Serits of Adventures of the Fifteenth 
Century, &c. 



CHAPTER I. 



f'TT was pn a Monday, ihe morrow of 
. X **:A'1-Sain», that the emperor Win- 
** ceflaus conduced : to bis palace the 
*' princefs Sophia, daughter of John duke 
**..ofBavana." 

Thu» begins the: ira^Dufcript whicli we 
take ,]Eor our guide. Wc; cite. this intro- 
dndion, in order to obferve to the reader, 
that our bufmefs is to copy, not to invent : 
andfbavingpremired tliis.circumitance, we 
(halt coDVfy him at once, without farther 
circmrilocution, in^o the midfl: of thofe 
fcenes of feftivity, of which, as the manu- 
fcript informs us, the emperor's marriage 
was the occ;affioii. 
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Already, in conformitjr to the cufioms 
of the age, had three days elapfed tivevery 
kind of plcafure. The fourth, that of cele- 
brating the marriage, was at length uflicred 
in, and it was ufual to fpend it in greater 
fobriefv. - ■ - 

To ihis, it 'is to be afcribed, that the 
fpirits of the emperor wcre-joylefs and de- 
preffcd, when he received the band of his 
bride: nor was it till the approach of 
evening, when ihe ample halls of the palace 
of Prague began to be filled witb-the dan- 
cers, that he applied himfelf to his bottle, 
thence to acquire the gaiety and diffipation 
of thought, of which be had need, tn bis 
prefent fo critical iitu«ion. 

Indolence' and love of cafe had ;ierer, 
even in his early y*ars, fijffered him tojoin 
in the pleafures of the dance; and be . 
refigned them now to the young men and 
maiilens, noble and plebeian, whom the fin- 
gularicy of his ehara£ter had induced him, 
without diftindlion, to admit to this enter- 
tainment. For .himfclf,- he retired to a 
corner of the halt to play nith the duke of 
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Katibor M draugbis; an amu(«metiU tt oiuft 
be confefled; oierc (uit^bJe to hi? digait/ 
2ad age than tbtt of Jmctn^ j , . ,-i -1 

In «Bdtliei comqr of tbe hatl thbiuguft 
pride vf9s Seated, is Uule |>artictpating in 
the tutnukuous joys of the iBcmbljr as bcr 
phtegmatic hillbend. Her pstGoa ^as 
churmiog, and had atl tkft blttomiof ripen- 
iag x^iuth^ Eduttfed In the fotitude €£ 
a coaifeot, flie had nudity lc& k toaflwiic 
tke impeanl diadern > ))i;.d frt.re^^ily wo«td 
^Ve foiuhiied, t0 fyti^d tK«t« the r.eft of htir 
0ay«» the tnwikitt £he beheld him.by whom 
at vai to be:[:^i^d On he* bead* 
*. The emperor Wtncefttus-t a prbce whc^ 
though in tbcTigoor of his years, (he war 
not yet fbrty) fecmed already given litp to 
TotLolenceataid floth, the ufovl com^flibn« 
of old age; bis couatenaiiee [ia4e 4nd cadas- 
verous, his eyes dull and' I.felcrs, \mk(f 
wbea tbe. circling glals gave itiem stv^^p- 
pearapcc ot animationj the ehipcror Wia» 
reOaiis, wbofe mind- wsa as ^vAttuie )»f -iio- 
bhiquisLuics.ashis peilbh'of tbc-groc;ei.;j6e, 
^bKxa^ but fiar.ihc external lymiols ol bis 
AwioB* it nrvild h«ve ixm impcifliblQ. t» 
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4 HERMAK 

diftinguifh from the meanefl; of his fubje^s 
— Wfhat a htrfbanB for Sophial 

It is not Itnbwn whetber this unfontN 
nate pfiricefs ■ ever felt for another that 
attachtnehr, wljich, at <the. foot of the altar, 
' and agiinft the wifliof herhearCj-Qie had 
juft vowed to'iWinccflaus. Certain, how- 
ever, it is, tha^ in this numerous- affembly, 
in which flie wasfirft ifi beauty as in r.ank, 
there was hot a man, if we except the old 
Duke of Ratibor, the intimate friend of her 
hufband,' to whom that hufband could- be 
preferred. Judge from this circumftance, 
how deplorable was the fituation of thM 
young matdeo, whofe heart, formed -for 
tendernefs, a&ed only to love; and who 
as virtuous as innocent, regarded as crimi- 
nal every reflexion to which fhe was led, by. 
comparifons, that coatinualily obtruded 
themfelves to the difadvantage of her lord. 
' Meanwhile, Sophia- hid been fb fortu- 
nate as to find, in the duke of Bavaria, what 
few daughters meet with in a father ; a 
friend, the confident of her moft fccret 
thoughts. It was, from affection to him, 
fhe had given her hand to Winceflaus; 
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wbkhKhe woul^ willingly hive with held, 
ha(t{fbe:.not.kn6wD that her. father had 
. placed ibi^happioefs on feeiog her emprefs. 
,SherayF:nQ altenutiyc,; .tb^refore,. but to 
fubmit to Hfcr deftiny, or defttoy all the 
'hopes ofaman to whom (he was fiDcerely 
.attached, iod became the inftrumenc 6f 
hts ruin and difgrace. ' 

The 4ul<^^' of Bavaria, ^too prudent to 
sftun^ft h>9 daughteciin fo'diftre&ful a 
momeat^ an^ unable to prevail upon her 
■to join- in die tumultuous pleafures of her 
:Dtlptifnf» partook of h" folitude in this 
.crowded ajSembly, liftened tb ber fighs and 
.'her regrets, and, by the counfels of wifdotn, 
traced out the conduft it would henceforth 
become her" to putfue. 

" It is time, ipy daughter, and more 
** than time," faid he to her, " to banith 
" the gloomy train, of ideas that occupies 
" yoafmind. Thcfe comparifons, tothc 
" difadvantage of your bidbaod, this defire 
*' ofnot being elevated to the rank deftined 
** you by fortune, and of returning to your 
'* convent, thefe fighs, thefe i<egr6ts, are 
" all too late, . I iball .always, todecd, .be 
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"* teidf talUlen to (hem j baij at the fame 
" time> IwilllnevcrceafttoretiiiDdyduaf 
.'* the advJtotagM atcsicfacd loi yd^r elcv^- 
'** iLoii^'atul toiwbtcliyiHi'fsem^toorouch 
"Inclined to'ihm your eycsx"' 

^* Advantages, my hthmi" ekchhacd 
Sophia. *' Wbat ! this Cfbwa! tiie title of 
*' cmprefs!" ' > I - . ' . . ' 

• ** Doabthefs, thcTc ard^tflcs,!' replied , 
the duke. '\ ButdoyoD regard^ tBtaftaifly 
f'.tn&^Rcint, (be power ot pnonvwing'the 
f-* happinefs of £» niniy ratiomi?- 'The 
.**■ powrt, pe»hapt,.bj[ your Ticcue^l>y thoc 
.** .aogeDc ftod ifcefi&Uble fwietnefs, ^which 
,*' «)oha'nls«V£nme,C)f reCtoringa^d^caved. 
." prtDce td Virtue, wbom no other -meaos 
" have been able tcreclaimr!'*- 

■ Ah'i ttooglwSof^iaij.hcr ej*soverflOw- 
ibg' nith: teacs:^ this would b^ attempting t6 
traDftVLUle lead into gold.'-- ■■■ • : ;\~ '■ 

■ " Da.ybu r^gard^-aa equiHy -itiAgtii& 
** c&My tl\e- having paid obedience to your 
•* fatheif3-witl,"and-rendciied()it»bappyby " 
1' thelacrificeorycHirinclinatioittto-his?* 

Sophia prfOe^ the band of the duke to 
bet lips, ftnd,itfured Udi^'^thit this anosivt 
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was her only confolation, when (he reflefted 
on the crowd of forrows that were about to 
be her portion is the wife of Winceflaui. 
.«. TpU, me- notj,*( (aidthe-dgke,-'*;-*!! 
" me not, my chUdi offorrow. Is^itpof-^ 
*' (ibie Ihe (hould be unhai>py, who-r." 

Reader, lee me ftop. Tbo^ wilt eafily 
dWine what were the aTguments wlikh tbii 
prudent father employed with his daughter. 
Hiftory informs us,'tfaat the venerableduke. 
was one of the moft eloquent prm.ces of fai« 
time; and that nothing could rcfift the 
force of truth when it proceeded from his 
lips. Nor were hii endeavours inefieiftual. 
Sophia became calm for the moment: 
aod her condud, during a long and abid- 
ing marriage with a man,who could infpire 
her with no fentiment but averfion j her 
fidelity, patience, and the attentive cares 
ihe bcttoyed'oo. ,l)er huibaM), under tbQ 
misfortunes in which be was frequently 
plungrd t>y his niiAt)ndaCk« were certainly 
ttia fivjt ctf the iellcMs (be received, onrais 
ttCcafioB, from her father, and which were 
iatcrr^ipted by au eveut, that we fhall 
rcfervc for the following chapter. 
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THE' nigiit being faf' advancdd, tBe 
Oncers ceafed their (pdit, ' Part of the 
guefts feated therafelves to take refrefli- 
riient, and reft theff wearied limbs; others, 
tired of the fcene, and intoxicated with ' 
wine, funk in the arms of flccp. Among 
thelatter, was the auguft f^ufeof Sophia, 
After a difpuie with bis antagonift at 
draughts, which, according to cultotri, he 
had decided in favour of himfelf, a vaft 
goblcr, which he twice emptied to celebrate 
his victory, laid- him fenfeleft in his'chair. 

Sophia and her father were too deeply 
engaged in converfatibn, to think whether 
he were afleep or awake; and, probably, 
nothing but the fcene- which on a fuddea 
broke on them, could have detracted their 
attention. 

- Silence had reigned undifturbed in the 
hall for the fpace of half an hour, when it 
was interrupted by the found of harmonious 
inftruhients, approaching at a diftance, and 

D5 .ij.-Googlc 



OF. IJNIIA. 9 

falutiog the eaf with tones far more grate- 
ful than the barfh and difcordaat ones 
vhich had animated the dancers- " What," 
cried Sophia, looking at her father> ** dot 
" hear?" The mufic continued to ap- 
proach. " Celeftial harmony!" added ihe. 
clafpiog her hands together; " ai fwect» 
** as affe^ng as that of the nuns in the 
" choirof mycoQvemlhappyjhappydays, 
" that I fpent in that peaceful retreat!" . 
Who does not know the power of har^ 
mony, even over hearts awake to no tender 
fentiment? What then muft have been its 
eSe£t on that of Sophia! Her eyes were 
filled with tears, and the fpedacle that in a 
few' moments prefented itfelf, completed 
her emotion. The gates opened : a troo{> 
of young damfels apprcared, and advanced 
with flow and meafnred (leps to the place 
where Sophia wu feated. They fung to 
the accompaniment of harps and flutes. 
Their fang,' had it been handed down to us 
entire, would, no doubt, have been far from 
exciting the applaufe oS modern coa- 
noiiSeurSf for both the words and the mufic 
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were adapfed to The Unpol'ifttfrd caAb af th« 
age: yet fueh was their effect on tli* 
emprels, 'that her inmoft foul was moved ; 
ktiAit ^MSi probably, tbe^rft occurrence 
of the day rtiat liad^wbkeflMl in herthti 
leaft fcnfation of pleafure. 

«*^ O ihoul" fung the damfels, foraiing 
tn ample circle round the emprefs, *■• who 
*• has-rtsis day exchanged thy virgin Kme 
** for an imperial dUdcm, may' happincfs 
"bctlie refultof theexchange! Thou haft 
* relrnquifhed the titleof maiden, toiflum^ 
** the more grateful appellatioh i^ mother 
" of thy people. Accept it, then, with 
'< fatisfadion; accept it with joy.' Infpire 
" (Mir maftarwith paternal feelings, and we 
** wiUever regard theft as the fourceof our 
" happinefs. B.-hotd thefe flowers, to 
*' which the fpring gives birtli, and -which 
** we lay K thy.feet ait»idft;the frofts of ■ 
*< wiiltc'r. Oiir heartii and th^e ortia- 
•* ments,' (b dear ro u», are the only pTe«- 
«' fents we have ro oiFer." — ^Thus faying^ 
the floor roMd S^pltia was ftrewed whh all 
th« native perfuaMs of fpiiog, ■. «m1 tbi 
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danirds kneeled at the ftA of their Ibve- 
rctgo. While they eagerly endeavoured 
to kils the hem of her sobe, Ifae who led the 
band, advanced with a timid air towards 
thepriAcefs and kncelJi^ preicmed her a 
coronet of flowers'io a vafe of -gold. 
, Theemprefs, lo the excefs of her emo- 
tion^ was unable to ezprefi faer feeUngs ; 
{he held out her hands to the damfels that 
kneeled round her, and. regardlels of her 
rank^ -ftooprd to etpbi'ace them. 

" Charming angelic crdatures{" cried 
(htt at kngth. ** Deareft children, with 
*' what emottons you fill my heart I yes, I 
" will be yourmotfaer: through my ihftfu* 
" inentalky your lord and mine dull be- 
" oime ydur ^heni But what are the 
" words of your fong ? O repeu them to 
■** me again V 

Thcj were preparing to execute her 
cotnmahd;, when (be made a motion with 
her band and .flud, ** I would not heat 
** them fung ; your muGc ia cochandng^, 
-*< butl wHh only to have tbe wtrds." 

Vol.! B 
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Hie letid4roCih«; tro^ oJ}ff9wd,48d res 
peated wlW'hef cpn^aaidns hUd Aing, with 
a gr«c*tHdc3^KAoo-<hRf:g»efteir'c{iutm 
M what fte (^n^sd.. ,' 

Sapkia wept, tod teodUjr preSog; die 
hand of tte young j maidcA : ." .Yes," cv* 
clainied ihc, looking atber facber, *' yes, 
*f I fwtan tb foo, and t» thefe bwiiiinmi 
•* young. wiorMn, that lAtHbeambtlrirtb 
V. thunk 'AU thQls&^tid of nty. haatt , 
" IhalL bcengtcfltd bjr lay pa^k. : Hwt 
f* iWDtlJr wift:ttndBte-— — ," 

A c^Mce &om thi Duke, rmnkded htt 
th^ihd was in At midft of a mmaeHiua af- 
icmbly^aad oot aJoue witlkhiiD.-'-^e ftopr. 
After a. aioincfat's meace, *' WbatisyDur 
5' nian: ?*.' ^aid^fltt, inthegentit^ Midrinaft 
endtadag.timrk to the youog dimfd who 
had recited the words of thefdD^ **- Ida," 
T<it>H«d. tJie youag woman, cafting down 
hot ejtei^f^' Ida I^' rdbaocd S<)fdua* ■'^ I 
^ Oncekiitait.a.ptinCei«ioftbatnainei m-k 
f* poffiUfi^aii aan be»w.-* V* .-.' 

" M]r aamc ta Ida Miihfle^*^'iaid 
the young woman, blufiung . inftantly 
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like fearlct. "I am th* daughter tit i 
** flatuary." 

" The daugbnr of af — - Wfiat t- fj 
** handfonw, of fo nobltf a cl«porinttnt, fo 
" .^wh«t fliill I fey? Mid die dirag^ier 
•• only of ft flMuary 1* 
' " My faA«« is a Very ho*hftft mad, and 
*' a Ic^wl ft>**iea oPthi ettiperor." 
'•Wondwftitgifl! matchlefabfthykirtd!* 
** O; no !'* «idd Ida, retiring a few fteps, 
land pdirlfiAg to her cotnpanioDs. ** How 
** KUtnj amoti^thefe are-my eqdals! how 
■•< ■miw^ ftrpCTior tb itner* 

We begKciiifbnn the readfcr, that Idii 
«fts mkfekrt) iti this particular; HcrGom- 
l^ttiOiis Were good ibrt of gi^s, atid'thelt 
^eHeffs far ftom difagfecalHB'r borriot one 
■of ^etn cbold^t alf comparc-w3^ h'cr>Trf'i 
-theta-CTftiy thing betrayed ar want 6f i*3aca- 
tiorti evtrji thing ifvrnccd'that it wavto'rhe 
IbleoMity YiBhe day dotiethey Were Ihdebt- 
«d tot un appearance A(W tfieTr flatiorr;i 
while'rda, ki'Tpitc of rfit'dt^atare- of h« • 
^refsj -feethsd^'as fniicVat'HeFfeafcasfthe la- 
dierof the cblrft' by^-irtibhif'ffl^ was fur- 
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fouodpd, and wko fought bjr their wbilpers 
to abadi her. 

SophU took in^ood part the indireftlef- 
ibnlda bad given her. *' You are all my 
" children, you are all equally dear to me :** 
cried Ihe, ftretchtng out her hands to the 
ypung wotnea who had remained on their 
knees. ** Rife, aod let me give you fom« 
** tokcD of the fatisfaftion I have received. 
^* Hese, pretty blue eyes ; and you« my lic- 
** tie ^pai^kler, take thefe remembrances ; 
** and let them fometimes remind you of 
•* yow .eniprefsi ■■ your mother."— Inftantly 
Ihc began to difcncumber herfetf of her 
xnagnificent bracelets and diamond bows, 
jind difttibute them amongfl the young wo- 
jnen, who timidly withdrew their hands, on 
her offering, them fuch valuable {vefcnts. 
*' Take them* take them/'faid Sophia; who 
conceived that all the trappings Ihe wore 
were her own, and was yet to learn, tha.t 
fia entiprcfs. had, tefs command, over her 
jewels than the lowefi pcribn of her court ; 
" takq ibcm, my dear children, aodrbear 
'* me'm youcfemembnuicc.'* 
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Sophia was in an ecftacy, a delirium of 
Joy : but it was a delirium from which fhe 
was quickly awakened by the princefs of 
Ratibor, govcrnefs of the houfehold, who 
whtfpcred fomething in her ear. " 4m I 
« emprefs,** replied Sophia, " and not at 
** liberty to difpofe as I pleafe of my orna- 
•* mcnts?*' Then recollediing herfclf: 
•* This at leaft," added flie, " is my own»" 
looikig a chain of gold from her Aeck.--* 
** Take it, nay dear Ida, it was a prefent 
•* from my godmother, the counicfs of 
" Wirtemberg, and is no jewel of ch^ 
*• crown." — Ida made a low reverence, ajid 
calling her eye mode&iy on herfclf faid, 
** I am already more fplendidly adorned 
*' than becomet my ftation \ yet, were it 
*' not too bold in me, while I decline thi» 
** gift of my fovereign, I would requeftof' 
^' her another more agreeable to my wi(be«.'* 
" Aik what you will: there is nothing I 
" can refiife you." 

** O t one of thole beautiful ringlets 
•* that flow down that bofom i what a pre- 
'* fent would it be to me 1 I fhould deem 
Bi 
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*' IE the proudeft om^Bwnt and meft difHn- 
•* gyiflied mark of hooaur i it ftiouy be— " 
--r" Enthuliaft !" cried Sophia, and at the 
, fanv Onr* flie cut off" » lock of her hair with 
fiich eagcroera, that the point of the iciHan 
fcr»tched her neck, and linged her haodfcer- 
cbief with blood. 

Ida ihad fuSicicot prefence of mind to 
be one <rf the firft to flop the bleeding with 
her veil. The hail inRantly refoimded with 
the xty .of " the emprefa is wounded !" 
though ncbher the pain nor the wound was 
greater than the prick of a pin might have 
fiaafuKted. The goeAs sppfoached' in 
crowds to witnefs the difajfter, ■ and the up- 
roar, that prevailed about Sophia, GcrriGed 
her more than the tcifle that had given rife 
ta it; Tht tretnUtng Ida and her cocnpa- 
tiioDS were difnufled by theprlncefsof Ra- 
iLboc with ih«{l;verity of a r^idgoreroefs; 
*mi thea>|iipaDy^ broke op. .1 
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CHAPTER IIL 

ON the afrival.of the jtoung damfels, aH 
fbc comparijr hv) gtl^Kred together, and 
«vcn Winceflaus was rou&d from his ftupor 
of iatozication. The laft incident redoubled 
xfaelr murmurs. IHflaiisfa£tioa was marked 
on the countenance of the emperor ; the 
iduke lof Bavaria appeared embarrafied ; aod 
k.i»(iud, t^at tJM bride, lae&irs ffae retired, 
had ttceived a tereie reptkaaJod from the 
prisceTs i^' Ratibor. The old lady could 
not forgive Sophia, for ocdudisg her from 
the converfation fiie had had with her father. 
Jl fignal froia the youag eoipreb had forced 
^er to mtbdraw, after in vain obicrving; 
that explicit orders were givea her .not to 
qwt her raije&y Sor a moment. The fpite 
file had cooceived againfi the princcfs, is 
canfecjuence of tfai& -cxcluiion, manifcfled 
ktialf in &9 ranaoflrtnGss flie made het^ 
R4 
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rerpefling the conduft it became her to pur- 
fue ia her new Gtuacion^.and her recent 
behaviour to the young women. The ex- 
treme pleafure Sophia had felt from a cif' 
cumftance i^ fo trivial importance as the 
coronet of flowers, familiarity with pcrfons 
of no condition, her conveifatton Wirh 
Ida, her prefents, andpartici^latly the'ad- 
vcnture of the lock of hair, were all cati- 
vaflcd and' reprefcnted in colours fo unfa- 
vourable, that Sophia herfelf was confound- 
ed, and carried ber condefcenlion fo far as 
to acknowledge, tbat'ilie had gone.too great 
lengths, that fliedul liot yec Itnow.what de- 
corum permitted an.emprefs to da, and that 
Ihe had too much of the HmpUcity ufuallf 
acquired in a convent, of which Ihe would 
endeavour to correct herfclf. 

Sophia was conduced to her chamber, 
and there compelled a fecpnd cinw tQ hear, 
from the mouth of her huiband, the kdurc 
ihe had already received from the governcfi 
of the. houfehold. The reproaches of 
.Wtnbellaus were chiefly refpe^ng the jewu- 
jU&bf the cr6wn, which the emprefsrHad 
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beeafo liberaljy difiributing, but whicE were 
preferved by the interference of the prin- 
ce fs of Ratibor. " I believe," faid he to 
her, as he extmined the jewels iQch^ed in 
their cafkct. " that you woi^d have pwea 
** away even your wedding ring."^" O 
** no," replied Sophia, •* I am not ignorant 
«< how Decenary it is I Should keep that u> 
*' remind me of my duty."— Wineeilaui 
was- too ftupid to perceive the point of this 
rep^ ; but the biidc was alarmed at what 
fte had faid. She was afraid of being aftted 
whether flie had need of fuch a monitor ^ 
and-lhehaftenedtheiiefore to give another 
turn t» the converfation. She poflefled 
one of thofe gentle and benevolent heartSi 
which} if ewer they inflift an involuntafy 
wound, arc eager to apply to it the healing 
balm ; and foften, by obligii^ exprelEons, 
the poignancy of a thoughtlefs repart^.— 
" Have not I too-received a preftntf'faid 
ihe, Ibowing Ida's coronet of flowers, which 
was placed' on a table in its, vafe. " &it 
** no: this precious gifc is. notformej I 
•* lay it at the feet of my emperor." 
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WiooeflaiH mokkzvc beta even i nuwe 
contempttbte bdng tliftn he was, hadhftBOf 
been moved"by the aScfting air with whi^ . 
the cbirming Sofdiia cffu'ed hka her 
coronet. He clalped her in his 3rma, ic*}kd 
her a-good girl, which was one «f tat ttn- 
dercft espreffion<i %ad then let bcr gq, in 
order to fee ttown the gift, whi^ to his 
eyes, was of iio value. . But perceiringithe 
golden vafe^ iti; which ]da b^ preicntnj 
the tamaet of flowers, and to whidi Sophia 
had ^aid liitk aicentitv), he exdimned nith 
>fionifluncnt, ". What is thiil-^'f It is the 
** va& ift which the iowcns were preftnted^ 
*^ eo B:ie,"fa^ tfie.'^** Andthttflkhandr 
f* beacbicf ^'-vrSopbia imagtpcd.that it had 
been, em^yed as a.fcrcen to the flowers* 
that the jnoiftnie ia£ the ^uc ftught ooc 
dttniiuA their blaanv*^Winacfiaa9 flio^ 
hifi head, as he removed tlie ha«dkcvGhk^ 
£tBcyhig be Had8iA»«d this oaOhod. of 
makug pteStiiM.'rmi^ Ah," r^bmed hc^ 
eontemplatiAg the y»Se with comphwf ncy^ -- 
the inif^tof wbich «l&r«d biro that i^Anai 
equal to a goodnQAbcr of ckwm:' '* Ab, 
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" I thought DO one weul^ have prefumed 
" to offer an emprefs fo paltrjr ft prefent as 
*' a {xoroae; of 0pwers. Let \]s oalcuiate 
" tiie vglye of,.this vafe f" 

Wi^te Wipceflaus was making his cal- 
cuUtiojgif ^phia withdrew to a window to 
.hX'i^ her tears. She felt a fepfatjoa which 
fhe tQiiJd noc define. ' Her heart was jp 
oppncfled, that Ihe ww regidy to faiot. 
She opened the cafeiaepc for sir., ^'0 
•* heavfftl" iaidflie io la. low yoige, and 
.vitb, ^ J^V " ST*"* ow ftr«igth plWJys w> 
** acqwrt myfiflf with pmpqety of the long 
« and painful taft. I have to perform. 
,« S«:hiBtifWPPt»,Jn/UKinverpn! and that 
•* emperor «)y hufl»and ! iWhat abeioglT 

** .Xhf yafc," crifd Winceflaus at laff, 
*' is worth precifcly thiKhvii^ad crowns* 
" What is the name of the yogng wpmap 
M vtw Iwoa^ it yoi) f " 

■'*.\<h. I^anfter^" ifif^frid Sophia, with 
t vf)\<^ f^at almoft b^^yed (|ie te^rj Ihe 
had been ftiedding. 

" Ida B4unft?rj vary well, But came> 
•* my dear» why do you remain fo lo^g 
^ expofed tff the cold air i! What ! you have 
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*' been crying? Is any thing the matter 
« with you ?" 

" Alas ; what can be more diftreRing,** 
replied Sophia, chfping her hands, " than 
** to receive prefents from one's fubjcfts, 
" and not have the power of requiting 
" themf The trifles Idiftributed to thofe 
" kind-hearted girls were taken from them» 
" whflc 1 am obtigcd to keep what they 
•' have giveh me." 

« You are mirtaken j the prefent you 
« would have made them was incompar- 
" abty greater than that which yoa re- 
" ceived." 

** And is k oot thus fbvereigtn flioutd 
" recompence their fiibjefts ?* 
■ ■'^^ But the people are intended to ffiare 
" with their emperor what they gain under 
" his proteftion." 

** Oh 1 take without fcruple what your 
" princes, your nobles may give you : but 
*' thefe ' tradeimen, thefe artifis, thcfe- 
" mechanics, who-—** 

" I tell you again, you are miftaken, 
« Among thischift of my fubjcds there are 
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'• many who are ibtc ro -paj, and they do 
** fo. The nobility qre poor in comparifoB 
** with them : labour and induftry procure 
** trcafurcj to theft, which the great can 
** only at^uire by plunder and the fpoila 
*' of an enemy." 

^'■Winceflaiis was in the right: the cir- 
cumftancei o( the difierent ranks of fociety 
were nearly as be had depided them. 
But Sophia was not to be conciliaced bf 
this logic, and ihc continued to weepi 
perhaps from regret at not being able to 
make compenfatton for the prcfent ihe had 
received, and partly, perhaps, from a pro- 
fpeQ of the melancholy pilgrimage that lay 
before her. 

The emperor called his valet tb nndreft 
hims and Sophia's women entered to puc 
their miftrefs to bed. - 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SOPHIA was aot witfJewd fo happy 
S>y bcr sew Qta^tioa^f to forgiett V^^^bF 
young married ladies, ^verj precc()iDg 
attachment and pjeafurf:. The iceno of 
the young damfcls prefctuiog ibeir Sowers, 
the Of^f one fbe had found iq)£reAjng 
-4fiiWg ^c cejet>ra;jpii of bf^x. nuptiab, .ha4 
mv<u q«HtVd '^ Hiiadt Xt was tkc in& 
«t^(% of hvr fl^ugfatfi as ihc ^^^e^gpej^ hcr- 
ftlf CO ftwp, ?n4 the firft iwag^ that pre- 
i«fl^od iffeV' wh«D Ac Awoke \a the mora- 
■«i^ 3hf fcnt for ifiit ibut Ida ww indH^ 
pofed. She fent a fecond time, 4>i4eruig 
xhcfflfflfiVgcri if |df^ weie unable to qotne 
Cp^OUrtj af l«aA -to fn^ire |he name? of 
her companions. Thofe, not being iodir* 
pofed, repaired immediately to the emprefe. 

The generous wife of Winccflaus could 
not fupport the idea of receiving a prefent 
from perfons of that clafs of her fubje^Sy 
which is fupported by induHry, without 
Riaking them a return. She accompanied 
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^xttfoif, ber obligtog tbtnki tp die yeuog 
woinco, wiU) fireftnu tbftt couI4 npt ^. 
t9k«n Aom ttKSB* as tb«]r cpoAicuced ih» 
ptct of. the i«n«la of ^e crown, Jbut b«d 
bfea t^ property iof Sophia wbil? flic wa* 
yet msavrkii. 

Tbc ptmccfi «f RaUbor deeaoed bothi 
tbe prRfeon sod tbc thanks Tuperfluoust 
a»d c«Beei?e^ th«it tht ttnpi^f^ (ompro- 
BDilcd, h«r ^ig^tf by. the convfrfaticm Aw 
bcM. 9rilb l«eh plebntn ifiniplcMos. Tbe 
term ^fimfletonst which Ihe eiopk^^ oq. 
this Qceafion, wat OK Jihflgether iqipr^per. 
In tbe wbdp C9«it)*ey tibfAc wi» jigt a 
fingje Iida, Tbey Ikwiw aotMng IjexwKJl 
{tf^iflg Xbeir fixig, aod Aflfwriing So^ii^ 
vitii Mv^wtni timiidi^* The flmprc^y 
queiliraed iiK(0C9iMerj)ipg|(Ja, beiog m a 
Ws to ««p$treb«nil bii>w this young womaq 
badi b«to sbfe fv t9 forp^fy hfr coaj- 
fttnioest w^a wieiv of the j&ipe cUfs as jt^ r- 
ftlf, aod taaft. coi»fc<i«ntIy bave received 
the bme educafidn. Thr«pgb the a,HfweF» 
tbey gave, Ihe fofne^er perceived tr^ace^ 
«tf l^rpc euvy^.foBwtjwea of sofltomptific 
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merit which it was impoQIble for them to 
attain. Sophia difcovered, however, from 
their account, that Ida was an only child $- 
that her parents were rich and loved her 
tendefty } that fhe was too handfotne, too 
attraftive, to be loved by her eompanionsj. 
and that her inclination for fblitude, owing 
U> a confcioufnefs of her fuperioricy, or». 
as they termed ic, her pride, feldom per- 
mitted her to mix in the circle, in which 
flie had performed, (be daf before, Ga bril- 
liant I part. 

The many commendations beftowed on 
thefe young women by the empivrs, would 
have beeo more than Aifficient to procure 
them the admiration of the whole courts 
had nor Ida fo far outfhone them, that her 
name was repeated from every month, and 
her idea alone occupied the attention ot 
every mind. . The young eourtters had 
not forgotten the inexprefiifole grace with 
which Ihe had ppefented berfelf. They' 
enquired into tiie minuteft circumflances^ 
refpeflingher; befieged her father's houfe» 
aiked where Jho was to be feeu;. wens 
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aftonifhed at not meeting her any wbercf 
and pitied her for not being bom to a more 
elevated rank. Among them> however, 
was one, the young Herman of Unna, a 
gentlemao of Wcftphalta, whofe condu<ft 
Avas the reverfe of all this. He never pro- 
nounced her name, afkcd no queftiont 
concerning her, and neither pitied nor 
admired her in public: but, filled with her 
idea, he thought of her inceflanily in pri- 
vate, and had dircovered the church to 
which £he regularly repaired to hear mafs, 
before his comrades had gone through half 
their refearches. 

Herman was only eighteen yearsof age. 
Admitted early to the court of Winceflau^ 
which was far from being the befl po0ible 
fchool, bis principles upon the chapter of 
love, his virtue and his morals could not be 
fuppofed very ftridj and of courfe he re- 
garded bis inclination for a girl, whom, from 
difparity of rank, he could never think of 
marrying, as a matter of trivial importance. 
A favourite- and confident of- tbe emperor, 
in whole fifrvice be. had been> abnoft froqt 
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joftncy. in quality of page, be h&d fre- 
qucntjy been his agent in a variety of in- 
trigues j which proved Winccflaus to have 
bid littk delicacy in afikirs of love^ and that 
tie could make himfelf happy without fcru- 
ttoizing matters too nicely. Thus circum- 
ilanced, whence was Herman to have imbi- 
tnd fefttimeots fuitable to his birth and the 
virtue of Ida? Jt n^irfl be acknowledged^ 
however, in his fpvour, that he had formed 
no crimiDal dialigns : he fuffered himfelf to 
he led on ky hi$ paOion, without once 
looking forward to its cqniequences. 

Notwiihftanding every attciiDpc 9f our 
young courtier, he c«u)d not gain acce& to 
the boufe of old Muo():er. His door was 
Dpen to thofe only whp bad bufincls with 
tim -, and be. bad fog much pe^efratioo to 
be the dupe of artifice^ Hcrrnvn w«s 
-obliged, therefore, to $OQten( himfelf with 
she plcafuve of feeing the obge<t of hi^ 
Mtachment at the churdti to which flie 
.went daily to OiSct «tp btf mifms t bM( W 
^votion was to* iinoerr, bee atCMtWp t^p 
lirofoBid.. f(* t:fiaglc gUMfi Ao . ftrdf 
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towanb her admirer. Befides, (he feldon 
app^ed at qhiuch without a l^rge thick 
veil, aot pu^ bit to mnSk the eye» of 
gazers, rather than icreen the coufltciance 
from obfervation ; for it was u coarfe *od 
uniKtoroed as the reil of « comiDon me- 
cbantc> daughter. : 

It w« only. OB Sundayii whep her 
fadwsr .w,eBt to cbvrch in hU beftfuk cf 
clothes aiKl with t fword by bis fide, that 
iflie. appeared with ber face unTciledi walkr 
iog by her mother. A new light then 
fcemed to HermaD diffuied through the 
#Hle, though it was a light that (hooe not 
fpr him. What would he not have givea- 
&r ope of. tbofc looka, fo tender and fo 
devout, that were.dlrededlbnietimesjtoSt. 
Urfula, and fwnetines to the Virgin 1 

The name of Ida, which had been fb 
f^ten. repeated at oourt tivt week after Ali- 
JUUows, was fooftfo.oompietely forgotten., 
chat fcafcely wia it remooibered at Chrift- 
niita. 8oplitA heifelf bad Aeaftd.to KcaH 
herimige. The attachoaaof fte had fek 
iot )ifir« v^u doiibCk^,tf>9irhRd to he ]«&; 
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ing. Ida, bcfides, had taken no fieps to 
keep it alive. After the firft marks of 
eficem flie had received from, the emprefe, 
(he no more appeared at court to foUcit 
new ones j and, probably, had flic not been 
guilty of that gmiflion, thofe teftimonles of 
affection would infenfiblyhave drniinilhed. 
Sophia was a woman and a princefs. Her 
pactiality for Ida was, at bottom, nothing 
-more than the fentiment fch by a young 
perfon, yet new to the world, towards thofe 
who relieve her from the languor of a 
wcarifomc circle, and excite fenfetions of 
'.pleafure in her breaft, where only chagrin 
cxifled before. 

Independently of all thia, new fubje^s 
jofre6e£tion daily prefented themfelves to 
the mind of Sophia, and entirely occupied 
.her thoughrs.: Every day diftovered to her 
'ibme new imperfeAion of her hufband, 
gave her frefb light refpeftingher'unfor- 
tunate Ctuation, or brought her acquainted 
ftilh perfbns who rendered that Ctuation 
ftill more painful. Shordy after hermar- 
■cb^e, ' a- lady appeared at ({ourt, and wat 
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prerented to ber under the name of madam 
yon Baden. To .Sophia her manners 
appeared fo vulgar, that Qie would have 
paid no farther attention to her, had (he 
not found her at fopper feared by the fide 
of the emperofj and remarked, from ihetr 
familiarity, that they had long been ac- 
quainted. 

Sophia had been brought up in a coiv* 
vent, in total ignorance of the occurrences 
of the times. The adventures of Winceflaus 
with the fair maid of Baden, were ktioyin 
.to every- body but her. Become emprefs, 
no one was fo ofiicipus as to acquaint ber 
with the frailties of. her hufband { and had 
it been otherwifc, ,ihe would probably have 
had the goodnefs to place to the account of 
the paft, his ftill fubfUling , attachinftit to 
Sufanna; 

Befides, to fee madam von Baden was 
fufficient. Her air was indolent and heavy; 
her look bold and itntnodefi ; her cheeks 
criipfon ;; and her bloated facercouldbbaft 
-no o^her chairm than a tolerablp ine Ctt of 
xeeth. That fuch a npman (bepld capti- 
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Tate jtn emperdr, and that empctor ttkA 
fpoufc of Sophia, appeared an Utter tmpol^ 
fibility, 

"Winceflaus himfelf took the trouble, 
during Tupprr, to recirs fais- adventures with 
Sufanna, omtting, howcTSFj Tome flew par- 
ticulars; and Sophia lawi in hi) antentions 
to that lady, nothing more than ill^tinied, 
or txecirive firoofs qT gratitude, which Ihe 
did i»ot foil to interpret wkh her ufual 
ifldb^«nee. The conrniendadens which 
the emperor befloWed on imdath von 
Backn, iAdo<ied'even Sophia to fbev her 
fomi efteem. Soon, howerer, (he was made 
aequslntttd with tbc' - fbcdf(h aniours of 
Winc0fliti»j and fte- ws? -tht-n Srlk con'- 
viitced, th« to til bet 6th«i- troubli^s rntill 
4fe ftdded-vHU of havitog-a r^alj and Si rhrat 
too fo unworthy of her. She frtfquen^ 
-vcpc in f&fee -, &nd th« princefs of Ratiboc 
)once>'furprifltig her itr tears, -fazed th»t 
opportunity' of gaining her confidence, 
winch lh0 had before attemptedin- rain^ ^ 
'-. 8i»pMii Atwght flie could- n&f dbp^t 
liet'grieft-f» (he bofom of a perfon attached 
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to her more ficcwrfy. -^Fbe fole confident 
of her mod fccj-et thoughts^ her father, (to 
whom her hulband had hinted^ in a man- 
ner far f^ttk equWccdl; a dsfin of hU 
ilbfinee,) ha^ qsltied Pragar a few 6afft 
■fcer e'hte - marriage i sAd hh unhappy 
.UaaglireeV^lf-ctiiis )tft> wkheot rcfourtc^ 
ci»^ t^« gotdanee ' of her owa difcretiom 
Ft>f the flrfr'ttfltte in her fife S*phi» cm- 
bweedthegoverheftof thehoiAhold-j aw4 
vhotigb'this Ihdy fenced to nn[tioy bcrfclf 
onlj in giviflgher difegVeeabk ■infofmatteft 
n*f^WdiAgtlie etaft of her chagrkii y^'fl^ 
found a fort of confohtion m fpeaking, of 
he^ ffiiftfoiHunes, and gtviflg fVee^ vem tohe^ 
GdtnpIiMftta, -and' to tbb coMti^ffl^tibofelc 
£»r lb City#orrti^ b'bufbft^. . '■ '■ ■ t :■'• 
- l^rom thia-tnnMifjnc^tlus t)rincttffr''of<R(ltf- 
bor ixgM t>^ imfiRii ^M^tkk amiht^'ttf ovifr ' 
■tt» emprefr.' .She- exalted- *r "deprefled 
.wtgMfli Shtt^plfeftAd V pyeftt^bbd w '9og\fk 
c«»Mi««fe^s td'itfve'itid wKaCCohbte^t 'buA 
^Ittk wM1i»gofteib ai^^uff^/iti would not 
bane fiMiJ ''a]l(M4W^%p-r«viw tfidfemetn- 
brann'oif kcr, baii <«ii the enipf^ 
dcOred it. 
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CHAPTER V. 

HERMAN, meanwhile, never ce^fed to 
tkink of his bfloved Ida. The difficulty 
he found in fpeakjng to her, or '.obtaining 
a Tingle look, inflamed him the moie; and 
exalted her m his eyesi Her obfcure birth, 
which at firft had been a matter of To total 
iadiiT^rence, now began tp difquiec him.. 
He lyifbed either to laife her ;to his own 
.rank, or reduce himfelf ta a level with 
•ber'fi. To effcd this, a thouliind romandc 
<xpedients occurred to his inind : for 
though romances did' not then exift, tfap 
jheads pf yqvl.ng per/ons,wefc pot k^ fertile 
in imagining . extraord^ary ,adv«qtU(at, 
W^h atfiu&d (hpm as p?aj|Ch a? t^opis of 
thi^ Jkmp amufe our cQD^empprafies; - 

To eievate;Id^ tO| an equality with hic(^ 
.felf, to addfefs her with l)Qpqiipbl!: dsCgtw. 
jwd tpinak^ her hi&.wiffti 9f^tn4ito 
-Herman iph|>offib|e. :: The i^ohfiait of i tfcc 
emperor tp an unequal noatch^might; pro- 
tab^,, be Qbtaioedi; for o;i that bead, as 
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as on many others, he ^as extremely indul- 
gent; but Herman had relations who were 
not fo indifferent. He wgspoor, and the place 
of chamberlain, which he had filled wiih 
difiiniftion for fix months, was far from lu- 
crative. It is true, the parents of Ida were 
rich ; neverthelefs, all things confidered, 
Herman began to be of opinion, that he 
niould Bnd the fccond road to happinels 
the moft eafy. He refolvcd, therefore, 
to reduce himfelf to a level with her j and 
to facrifice to his love, rank, family, and 
all his future hopesof prefcrmenC. 

It is not known what fteps he took to 
obtain this end. He probably attempted , 
to gain admilTion into old Munller's houfe 
as an apprentice: but whether the crafty 
ffatuary recollefted the figurft he had fo 
often feen in. different difguifes, or-whether 
he had other reafons to be on his guard, it 
appears that Herman failed in his fcheme; 
for our manufcript reptefents him, ftiortly 
after the period in which he tnuft have 
made thofe attempts, in as hopelefs a fitua- 
tion as at the commencement of his amour. 

Vol. I, C 
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Wc have obferved, ihat Herman was j 
the favourite and confident of Winceflaus. , 
Pale and dejcAed, he was more cStctous I 
than ever in attending his mailer ; and all | 
his looks feemcd to cxprers'the defirc he 
felt of being alkcd the caufe of his defpon- i 
dcncy, and receiving proffers of afliftance. I 
But Wincenaus fajd not a word. He ; 
rcfembted not ihofe princes who arc always 
ready to gratify the wiDics of their favorites t j 
on the contrary, he poflefled one of ihofe 
celd and infenGble minds, which receive 
from thofe around then) but flight and 
fugitive imprefGons. One might have 
been tortured before his eyes without his 
betraying any emotion ; have died without 
his perceiving it; and returned lo life 
again without his expreHing any aftooifli- 
ment. 

This frigid indifference to the love-fick 
torments of a chamberlain of eighteen, will, 
probably, be thought of little importance, 
though to him, whom it concerned, it 
doubtlefs appeared ocbcrwife.— But to go 
en with oitr Aory, 
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Herman was of the number of thofe 
fortunate mortals, who frequently owe to 
fome unexpefted event, the accomplifh- " 
ment of their deareli wiflies. To the Ian- 
gui!hing looks of our hero, the emperor 
paid no attention, and underftood nothing 
of their meaning. Meanwhile, regardlcfa 
and ignorant as he was of them, he rcfolved 
to employ his young confident in a bufincfs 
as aufptcious to his views as Herman him- 
frff cooid have defi[ed. 

«* Hferman," faid he to him one day, 
" what am I CO think of thee ? Art thou 
•• Blind, or doft thou wifli not to fee the 
*' chagrin of thy mailer ? Why doft thou 
« not aft, what difturbs ray repofe ?" ■ 

Herman bowed,' without " anfwering( 
for what indeed could he have faid > How 
was it poffible to difcover, in features like 
thofc of Winceflaus, traces of forrow, or of 
any other fentioient? How coojcdure 
inward trouble from the countenance of a 
pcrfoD whofe manners were at beft neither 
miM'iror engaging! The reproach of the 
emperor was ftipremely unjuft, andfilcnce 
Cz 
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•was the only anfwer that could be given 
it. 

•* Yes, Herman," continued Wincef- 
laus, ** 1 am in the greateft embarraffment j 
" and as you have extricated me from dif- 
" ficulties on ib many former occafions, 
" lam difpofcd to think you may fcrve 
" me on this." 

Again Herman bowed, and felt a fecret 
fatisfaftion from -the words of the emperor, 
as they -recalled to his memory certain 
adventures in .which he had been the prin- 
cipal ador, and even kindled, in his heart a. 
vague kind, of hope of fpeedily attaining- 
his purpofe. 

" lam in the greateft want of money,'* 
Tefumed the ' .cmpor^r. ■ "The dower , of 
*' my wife has ^een all nvailowcd up by the 
*• expences of the nuptialg. You krww I 
•* was not fp^aring. Forty thoufa^d florins 
" were a good found fum^ and. required. 
" me to be generous. ^ Well, they aixgonc;: 
« and with them have I obtained an. infup-. 
" portable cenfbr of. my conduct. , This is 
t^ what I have left j yihik that alone which 
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•* rendered her perfon dcfirable Is vaniflied 
** for ever." 

The heart of Heraian revolted at this 
language. He had long indeed wltnefTcd 
the imprudent prodigality of his maftcr, 
as well as his btindnefs to the knavery of 
thofe by whom he was furroiinded: but 
forty thoufand florins, the whole dower of 
a princefs confidered as rich, and which 
were equal to the portion .which the king of 
England had lately given with his daughter, 
to the great facisfaftion of his fon-in-law^ 
the dilTipation of fuch a fum confoutided. 
all the ideas of Hertnan i 'and had ootthe 
emperor named madam von Baden, to 
'vhom heafcribed a pare of this extraordi- 
nary expence, it would not have been pof- 
fible for our young chamberlain to have 
unriddled the myftery, 

Herman was not unacquainted with the 
charafter of Sufanna. He had heard of 
her rage at the marriage of Winceflaus ; he 
knew that (be had been daring enough to 
threaten >her paramour with difcovering' 
certain circumftances to Sophia and her 
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/ather, that would infaU'iblyhave tn-okcn 
off the match; and it required, therefore, 
little penetration togucfsj thac her filetice 
had been purehafcd bylargefomsofmoney, 
which the eirperor ingenioiUly carried to 
the account of the neceflkry expeoces of 
ihe nuptials. 

*' What is to ht dace ?" cocitiniKd 
Wiiiceflaus. " Do nor fuppofc I .am poor, 
" becjufe mycoiFers are empty. Inthofc 
'• of my lubjefts there is money enoug)!, 
** and the only quedion is, to devife bow 
*' to convey it into mine. Old Munfter, 
" for exan^ple, who on thedisy of my wed- 
" ding, made fp Ijandrcmc a pattern, vtmj 
" wiEe« Is ctrtainly rich. I am tuldtlMt 
" he can give his daughter a portion xqoud 
_ " to the fum I rectiv:ed with the .prinocfs 
" of Bavaria. Youfw, from this, tbat be 
*' jfidble, and of courfe it is his dutijr to 
" affift me. Go to him in my name, and 
" a& him to lend tne a thoufand crowns. 
** A priaee is never without re&urces for 
*' difcharging his debts; and ! empower 
*' you to grant him permiflwn on die if or. 
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'* to wear on Sundays, like the nobility, a 
** gold chain round his neck; apcrmtfllon 
•* which many other artifts have long foli- 
" cited in vain." 

Herman was thunderftruck. Joy at 
having at laft found a pretext to enter the 
dwelling of Ida, to fpeak to her father on 
behalf of the emperor, to offer him a'mark 
nf honour that would fa greatly dJlltnguilh 
hifn from others of his l^alion, abforbed all 
fais thoughts ; and it was not till he arrived 
ac Munftei's door, that he began to be 
uneafy refpcdting the manner in which bi» 
propofdls might be received, and torefleft 
on (he inconveniences attached to this mark 
of the emperor's confidence. He feared 
that tSiis embafly, if fuccefsful, would be 
often rc^ieated j and that it might noc 
mertiy diminiih the wealth of a family 
become fo ;iear to him, but in time reduce 
Ida and her father to poverty and wretch- 
edneft^ 
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CHAPTER Vr. 

WHILE reflections of this nature were 
rapidly paffing In the mind of our youth, 
he had already knocked rwicc at Munftcr's 
door. I[ was opened by an old domeftic. 
The figure of Herman was of the clafs of 
■ ihofe to which the father of Ida had for- 
bidden 'accefs to his houfc. Young, hand- 
fome, and elegantly dreflcd, his appearance 
^vas by no raeans calculated to obtain a 
favourable reception from a man, who, in 
his tnafter's abfence, confulercd himfclf as 
ihe guardiaij of his honour. Bcfides, this 
trufty domeftic imagined that he had 
already feen his face, and flicwn him the 
door on fo^me former occafioni which was 
far from being unlikely, confukTing the 
various , attempts Herman had niade to 
inrroduce himfclf. 

The door, therefore, was fliut in his 
face without ceremony i and before our 
hero had tiitie to mention whom he wanted, 
a furly voice exclaimed, that his maCler 
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was gone out. — '** But his wife,*' faid the 
young courtier, in a gentle 'and Toothing 
accent, " is fli.e at liome ?" — The anfwer 
would probably h^e been the fame, had 
not the queAion reached Ida's mother, 
whom chance 'had hickily brought, within 
hearing. 

, Herman beard through the door a flight 
altercation between the wife and the 
fervant. He knocked again: when IfaC' 
obliged the mercilefs porter to withdraw, 
and (he herfeif opened the door. The. 
appearance of our hero drew from her a 
profound courtefcy. " May I beg tht. 
'.' favour of your name, fir knight!'* faid 
ibe,:'wi.th an air of ettibarr^fljnent, and 
blulhing. 

'* My name is of little confequence,"" 
anfw.cred Hectnan, with impatience j " buC 
" the embafly with which I am charged, 
** gives me a title to admiflion every 
*.' wh^re : I_ come on the part of the em- 
*.* peror." — '5 Of the emperor !" cried flie : ■ 
*' I hope not to bring us ill news ; for, 
•* thank God, I know not that we havean^ • 
9 5 
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•« thing of which to accufe ourMwis : and 
" as 10 what money t:«) purchafe— B« 
*' have the goodnefa to walk in ; I will jaft 
*< fee wline my danghter is» and vah vfwi - 
" you ia a moment.** , 

Henma was condoled into a parloor, 
where the firfi object that met h'ls eyes was 
a beautiful young woman whom he mffimtly 
would have taken lot Ida, had Aie not 
appeared a tbouft»d timn more charming: 
he was foon, howcrcr, convinced that H 
was Ida herfelf. 

Oor young lover bad ncrer feen the 
6b]e& of hii paffion but witb the thtck veil 
flic wore at church, or in a very unbecom- 
ing drefs, which was ihen in fathion. The 
high (liif collar, the enormous folds of ihe 
gown, and the antient gothic head^drefs, 
left, indeed, this beautiful young woman 
charms enough eafiiy to be diftinguiOicd 
from her companions, difguifed in the 
fsttie manner i but bow diffiirent did fhe 
appear in her ondTefs, with no othar orna. 
mcnt than a flight veil fattened to htt lovely 
ttr^k! 
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Herman ftood motionlefs as a flatue; 
and Ida, occupied at her fpinaing wh«l, 
fcarccly raifed her eyes. Inthofedays, k 
was cuftomary for young women to piic 
ibme reftraint opon their looks* Mid to rC' 
prcfs the eager ftare of curiofity^ 

At his entrance, the mother bad reqixft- 
ed our hero to fit down, aod evpreAd « 
hope that he would Aot be tired olf watting. 
But, fo near his Ida,, it was impoffiUle for 
hina to feel any fenfation of Wearfa^— 
Intoxicated with the plefifure of behbtding . 
bcr, he thoi^t tfoi of changibg hrs pofture, 
and he ftood, nailed as it were to the floor, 
with His- eyes fixed on thfe lov«ly l^infter. 
Once or twice fiie i&pened her I^i to re- 
ftiind the yeurtg man of her mother's re- 
qae6^ bet i'nflantly clofed them again, 
doubting whether ic wduld not be a breach 
of decorum toaddrefs hcrfelf to a ftranger* 

The bebavitkir of Hbrmatt was fcqualljt 
ojttraordinafy. 'the charming fpinfter I« 
ik\[ her AiWiff: and ourtiere, m&etd of I^ihk 
Ring mth tagernefs to tinke ic up, and avaiU 
tog himlelf o£ the (^ottUflity it sd&rded. 
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of approaching and fpeaklng to the obJeA 
of his affirdion, fuffcred her to ftoop for ic 
herfeir, without making the lead moremenc 
to her alSftance. 

■ Ida* to vrhom this trifling accident had 
not happened from coquetry, bluOied with 
JhMne* 4nd rcfumed her fpinning with frcfli 
(agcrnefs, careful to avoid all fccming re- 
proach of jhe Jlranger^for his want of ad- 
drefa. Under fuch circumftances, it is dif- 
iicuU to fay, whether, had the fame event 
been rcpe^ed, it would, after the failure of 
the firft ppportunity, have been fuccefsful 
in brioging .about a converfation betweea 
the lover and his miftrefs. Be this as it 
jiiay, an infurnnountable obftacle was put to 
jtby the queftion which the mother^who en- 
tered at this moment, addrclTed to Herman. 
"And what intelligence from the empe- 
" peror does his envoy bring us?" faidflie, 
>again pr^ffing Herman to .be fcated, while 
fhe remained herfelf mpdeftly flanding,be- 
ibre hi(T). The chamberlain was a little 
,embarrafled i he even blulhed, aquality at 
pcefem wre among courtiers, atid found it 
3 
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no eafy matter to execute with propriety the 
commiflion with- which he was honoured. 
Nor does our manofcript relate the manner 
in which he acquitted himfcif; it only meh- 
lions the effcft it. produced on Mrs. Muoh 
flcr, who finlled, and, giving a fignificar»t 
nod to Ida, obfcrvcd: ''Now, daughter, 
** my dream is our. In your father's ab- 
'* fence, I thought.! found rofes in our 
** garden; now rofes fignify honors." 

Thus faying, ihe went to a large cheft, 
.wbjch (he opened with fome noife, and 
took out of it a fmalt ebony cafket. ^* I 
*' am highly delighted," faid (he, fcating 
herfelf by the fide of Herman, and empty- 
ing the caiketon the table, " that my huf- 
,*' band is not at home, to deprive me of 
,*' the honor of rendering a fervice to, ft 
« great a perfonage. Here, fir knight, tak6 
" what you pleafe, take a1 1 without counting 
,** it, except this chain indeed, and this 
," ring, which belong to my daughter.— 
.** Affure our emperor of my profound re- 
" fpcdt, and icU him that we love hiih 
V with all our hearts fince be has given^ u» 
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*• fo good an emprefs. Wc hope that 
" through her, things will be better thaa 
•* they have been," 

Herman was forprifed at the readinefa- 
with which this woman fatrificed, what he 
coaccived to be all her wealth, to a fove- 
fogn. like Wincdtaus. He looked at her 
with aftonifhment 1 faid a few words tft 
aflhre her that the fum, whatever it was, 
ihould be faithfully repaid, though he be- 
lieved BO fuch thing; and thenfpokeof the 
favour which the emperor had awhoriied 
him to beflow onMunfter,as a recompenfe 
(or as was mpft Hkely a compenfation aod 
requittal for the loan.) ** Kit who," added 
Herman, ** has the greatefi right to wear 
" the gold chain ? be, for whom it wa» 
*» intended by the emperor, or the gencrbu* 
" woman who has difplayed fuch a readi- 
** nefa to fervc him ?" 

" My hufband is not vain entfugh fo( 
" that," anfwered Mrs» Munfter with ft 
frnilej "and, I Ihould certainly make a 
" charming figure among the females of my; 
** ftation, decorated with fuch-an wniment! 
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« Scthai howevtr africniBy, if the empe- 
** tar fboutd be difptffed to rtcomfience 
** me, I mean, upon a proper occtliws to 
•« atk fcim « ftvor of »notl*er kind, which I 
'*■ Ikope he will not refufe me." 

Hennan affiincd her, that be would ob- 
tain for her from the emperor whatever Or 
defind, and that he belrered hfe tnigtft sm- 
tkttrizelier, wirtiout defrimeRC to tiie fawui 
wlneh Ihe intended to aOc, to wnr it ^e- 
fiMt in fublic any ornament Ae pteafed. 

Our ybnag maiia who trans&ritd to the 
nafotber a ^onioa of the fentiment^ «hich 
hn fth fbr dm thoghter, fpokt with (uch- 
wamtfa, ^at the fmik of ftlf-complacewcy 
mis a^Mn lighted up in the coomenance or 
Airs* MuofUr. " I am happy," faM Ihe^ 
" to find that you have fadh influence with 
'*. your ma^, and I thank him for die 
'* pcrtnliBon be gives mc to vfe my own 
*' jewefo, which I may rmw it «iy rate wear 
** in my hoi^e, Oio«ld I fee) (b difpof- 
" ed. But a& you SK fo mixh in favor 
** with tbt em'peroTa' how is it he does nst 
'* permit yt» to mv a gold ehain 1 1 haV6 
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" feen you, I think, at church, and other 
" places, but never wiih this badge of 
*' honor; and yet you arc a nobleman ?"— 
Herman blulhcd— The narrownefs of his 
fortune, and the mean parfinioDy of Win- 
ceilaus, he well knew to be the caufeof this 
Ofiiiffion. 

*' What," continued (he, *' would yott 
** fay, were I for once to aft 'the cmpei-ori 
** aod decorate you with 'a chain ? Ida, will 
** you give your eonfent ?" The mother> 
as fhe faid this, held up a chain, which fkc 
had juft before declared to be her daughter's. 
Ida made a lign of approbation* " Come 
" hither then," rcfumed the mother, *' and 
** with your own hands placeabout his 
" neck the prefeht which- I make hitn at 
•* your expence." 

Ida was confufed. She rofe however^ 
U length, lipon a fecond fummons of her 
mother, with trepidation apprbachtd our 
hero, took the chain, put.it about his neck 
and returned haftily to her diftafF, without 
fcarcely looking at Herman, while he,' al- 
moft befide himfelf, gazed on her with rap- 
ture, and would hav£ caught her in his arms. 
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A long filence enfued. Ida fat at her reel, 
with her eyes 6xed upon it, but without re- 
fuming her occupation : Herman regarded 
her with tendcrnefs unutterable j and the 
wife of Munller, fitting in a chair, bebifid 
them, obferved them both with attention. 

This dumb fcene was at length put an 
cr\d to, |t»y the latter afking our youch, if he 
w^s not the chevalier Herman of Unna ?— 
Herman was about to anfwer in the affirm- 
ative, and to sHc by what means ihe had 
come to the knowledge of hia name, when 
Mrs. Munder,. hearing her hufband's foot- 
flep in the porch, req^efted him to conceal 
Ida's prefcnt in his pocket. He obeyed-, 
without aiking the reafon, and Munder 
made his appearance. He was a good look- 
ing old man, and as decently drefled as his 
flation pcrmiited, A loftinefs of carriage 
announced the independent citizen, who 
confidered htmfelf as eqtial to any of the' 
nobility; but fuch goodnefs beamed from 
every .feature of his countenance, that it 
was impofTible not to pardon in htm fa 
fliolit a failing. The pretence of the ctvam- 
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berlain exctced liis furprtze. He looked 
with feveriiy ac his wife, ordered Ida to 
withdraw, and then aiked Herman what be 
wanted. 

The name of the emperor foftencd a 
little hi) feanirei, and the commifRon vnilt 
which the envoy was charged caufed him to 
fmile. *^ I am charmed/' faid be, as fooa 
as he was informed of what had pafled, 
the prefenc of Ida excepted. " I am 
*' charmed that my wife has afted precifely 
** as I (hould have done myfctf. The next 
•* time the e;nperoT has occafion for me, 
"** and it will net, I crufl;, be long firft, n 
** will then be my 'turn. We arc tAiund 
'* to facrrfioe to our foverelgn -both our 
** fortunes and our lives. In one of tbe 
•* loyal cities of his majefty I found 
*' afTtftance and protrifilon when I was 
** poor and pcrfccuted. It is in his 
** dominions I have gained a portion of 
** what I poffcfs : and he has a right to 
*' (hare it with me. On the part of your 
" mafttr, therefore, you may come, young 
**- man, a& often as hf fiiall < lelire yoa i but, 
*' on your own account, never." 
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Afnr fuch i dec! a ration, Hermftn was 
deGrous of prolongif,^; tlic conference: but 
tbe anfwers he received were brief. He 
fpoke Cff renewing ^.is vifit, and added fotne 
compUmenu to Muotler : but cbe old man 
was Qlent. HemuD then retired. What, 
.indeed, would It have availed 'htm to hare 
■ftard? She, who fo powerfully attrafted 
Jiinii his dear Ida, was withdrawn i and 
' her mother, before fo cotnplaifanr, was fo 
changed iince the arrival of ber hulband, 
«s not to be known for the fame perfon. 

Oar hero, wiiii Aow and pcnfive fleps, 
retunied to tbe palace, rerotving, as he 
-went, eirery event that had p«fl«d. Ida's 
ioolu,'the motiier's kindnei's^ thep^eM 
flic had in To fiaiteriog a manner beftowed 
upon him by the hand iJ her daughter, and 
a thoufand things bcfide, occupied his 
thoughts, enchanted him with hopes of 
which he examined not the ibiidity, and 
made him foiget hisdiicf bufmefs, and the 
ibccefs wkh ivhich it had been attended : 
nor was it till he feh tbe burden of the 
ffioney «bich cbe good old ta«^ Kad'^ivim 
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him, a burden which, in the firft moments 
of hisjoyt he had not perceived, that he 
recollefted what he had to do, and haftened 
to impart to his mailer the event of his 
cotnmifnon. 

It was a law with Winceflaus never to 
befatisBed; and he departed not from it 

' on the prelent occalion. The prelent 
which the generous citizeji had made him, 
fell a few crowns (hort of the fum he had 
requefted. In his eyes the wealth of 
Munfter appeared inexhauAiblr, and he 
talked of having fhortly. a. fecond fecourfe 
to it. 

His confident paid little attention to 
what he faid. He wiilicd to be alone, that 
he might again reflet on his adventure, 

• and contemplate at leifure the chain- he had 
received ; a jewel of no inconfiderablc 
value, and with which he was in every 
refpeft fatisfied, except that the medallion 
attached to it, inftead of reprefenting the 
charming features of Ida, exhibited the 
bearded vifage of an old count of Wirtem- 
berg, rcfpedting whom he had little curiofitjr. ■' 
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While Herman gave a lopfc to his re- 
flcdiions, and recalled to his mind the beauty 
of Ida, and the kindnefs of her mother, he 
muft certainly have forgotten the fevcrity 
of the father; for, the next morning, as 
foon as it was light, he repaired to the 
houfe. of old Munfler, and Was furprifed at 
not finding admittance. He was told thac 
neither the mafter noc the miftrefs was at 
home ; that it was to be prefumed, after fo ' 
recent an application, he had no commands 
from the emperor-, and that he could have 
no other bufmcfs there. 

It was to no purpofe that be prrfevered 
in his vifics, he was always dimiiTed in a 
itmilar manner, and he began at lafl; to 
wifti that the emperor might again have 
need of money, and might apply, as before, 
to the flrong box of Munfter. But Win- 
ccflaus had too much cunning not to have 
difcovered other more copious fources 
from which to fupply his wants. He cre- 
ated earls, counts, princes, exacting from 
each a fum proportionate to the dignity 
conferred. He alfo invented a new way 
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of enriching himfelf hy the appointment of 
free-'judgcs, and other officers of that 
dreadful tnbucal, hj the terrible aun of 
which juftice was then adminiQciedin fe- 
cret. It is true, the emperor bad no right 
to fuch nominations, the prifiiege belong- 
ing exclufively to Weftphalia, where chofc' 
tribunals were in force. But WinceHaus 
was a man little gives to fctminifc things 
too narrowly i be- to«dc sdiat.did not heloog 
to him, at if it had been his owo, io^-^ 
licitat^ himfelf on the adrannees to be 
derived from it. 
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A SECRET cntnity fubfiftcd between 
count y'x&oT ofMiJan, and a prince of the 
houfe of Vifconti. The caufe of their 
mifunderftanding, and the motives that 
promp:ed them to reciprocal injuries, are 
foreign to our hiftory. Ambition, how- 
ever, and a thirft of vengeance, brought the _ 
former to the couItofWinceflaus, to whom 
he offered a hundred thoufand florins*, (aii 
enormous fum in thofe days) if the empe- 
ror, would raife him to the dignity of a 
duke. .Wincellaus, deaf to the remon- 
ftrances of the princes of the empire, who 
would have difluaded him from compli- • 
ance, Hftened only to his tnterefl ; and 
granted to the count, in fpite of the laws,' 
which were formally ^ainft it, not only 
the ftvor which he publickly folicited, but 
another, as the event proved, which he had 
demanded in private, namely, the efiabtifh- 
mem in his territories of afecret tribunal. 

* ElcTCQ thoufand two hundred and S£iy pound). 
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This was auihorifing blm to arm, on the 
ilightcft pretext, againft any one %vho 
offended him, a iboufand executioners, who 
might put the unhappy pcrfun to deatRi 
wherever they met him, without any one 
daring to take vengeance of the deed. 

This I aft motive of the count's vifit is 
not fuSciently known for us to fpeak poii- 
tively refpcfling it; but' it is certain that 
he obtained all he alkcd, and paid the em- 
peror for his comptaifancc even more gene- 
roufly than he had promifed. 

Winceflaus now imagined himfclf in 
poflelTion of inexhauftible mines of wealth, ' 
Nothing was thought of at Prague but 
fcencs of diffipation. The moft licentious 
entertainments, of which the preferment 
of the duke of Milan was the pretext and 
the fupport, rapidly fuccceded each other. 
The people, -while they murmured at the 
follies of the emperor, had the greater folly 
tq imitate him. His extravagance gave a 
temporary circulation to money, and the 
pleafures with which his courtiers were 
intoxicated, found their way to the moft 
diftatn: corners of the city; 
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It was fA>90t this time, that a dreadful 
6fc, of which fotne aocient chronicles ftill 
Ip^ak, broke out in the eaftcra quarter (^ 
Fragpe, The cli>clt had juft Ilruck twelve. 
fhc emperor, and his infeparable compa- 
oioD, the prioce of RjiUbOfi were emptyiifg 
their capacious bui)Qp«-s> which were to di> 
v«& the;n of the lktl« reftfon that remiuQed, 
while around them lay, dead drunk oo the 
floor, all who had dared to enter the lift 
with liicfa Qoble aBtagpnifls. Stammering, 
and btirfting with laughter, they defcanted 
on the manner in which their companions 
had fallen. They thm difputed about the 
order in which if had happened, and the 
lime they could themf^ves hold out, fo 
warmly as t9 be oo the poiat qf camiDg tA 
tlowa. 

Puring tbefe riotous proceedings, the 
younger part of.t^ ppjnp^ny,wihQ.ihDiUgb 
3eaft in nui^^rj wflfe ty far the fll(lA!ia^ 
Wteftvtg, h?dijlfat(k)»it«f M<8)tilw«:the 
*^p c^f .pietfufe, ^iwJ w*tre •wu&ig *hcm»- 
ic)v« w-ith the pffifie tjKfpife .<)f dancing. 
ip. »tie m^. af J^ bBjJi^t, eirpJc .fttfi 
Vol. I. ' D 
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Herman t but he partook not of its joy, for 
Ida vas not there. Sometimes he went to 
the window which looked towards that patc 
of the city in which Ihe relided ; then again 
he would haftily retire, renewthg the oath 
which he bad already a thoufand times bro< 
ken, to think of her no more. At length he 
^joined the dance, as the only way of diffipat- 
ing his chagrin. Though delicacy had pre- 
vented him from becoming inebriated, yet 
had he drank enough to give blm a mo- 
mentary elevation offpirits; and his ima- 
gination led him in turns to fee the idol of 
his heart in every nymph with whom he - 
lightly tripped round the halt. 

On a fudden, extraordinary cries were 
heard, which fpread trouble and confufion 
through this joyous affembly. '* It is the 
** centinel," faid a pretty blue-eyed girl to 
Herman, prelTing his arm, which (he held 
to her heart : f' it is the centinel, announc- 
** ing the approach of dayi let us not 
" fpend in vain the precious moments that 
'* arc on the wing." The cries being re- 
pcaicd} a ftOp was pat to the mufic. The 
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company liflened. " It is fire !" exclaiorvd 
■ a hundred voices at 9ncc. Tbe dancers 
infiaotly crowded together, and as quickly 
feparated, running, fome to the doors, 
others to the windows* to.difcorer where 
the accident wasj or fly from a danger of 
which they were ignorant. 

Herman flew to the window from which 
he had fo liitle abfentrd himfelf during the 
evening. All the eaftern part of the flty 
was a fca of fire. The remembrance of 
Ida rufhed inftantly to bis mind, and dif- 
l]pated, in a moment, the kind of intoxi- 
cation in which he was plunged. Invok- 
ing her name, he abruptly quitted the hand 
of his partner, vi^hich he had hitherto held i 
and, almoft befide himfelf, endeavoured, 
by incredible exertions, to pierce through 
the crowd which prevented him from get- 
ting out of the apartment. Tibs he cffeS- 
cd, by throwing down every one that 
oppofcdhis palfage; and having at length 
gained the ftreet, he ran with thewildnefs- 
of infanity, regardlefs of the diftance, till 
he arrived at the fcene of devaftation. 
Da 
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There But the reader will fpare me the 

recital of the drradrul and wkle-fprciding 
ruin to which Herman would have been 
witncfs, had he been fufccptlt Jc of arjr 
other idea than that of the peril of, his 
tniftrefs. 

The inhabitants of that part of the city 
where the conflagration had taken place, 
were probably late infornned of their dan- 
ger i for niar.y of them, who had been ctle- 
bratmg the feflival of Winceflaus, were 
overcome with rntox'cation, and others, 
exhauiled by their daily labour, were as 
profotandly funk ip fleep. 

In the number of the latter was the 
■femily of Munfler. They were flrangers to 
the impure pleafures of diflipation. On 
the contrary, thtir days were employed in 
induftry, and their nights in repofe.- The 
event, beGde, had happened on the eve of 
the exaltation of the crofs; and to fpend 
fuch a night in pleafure, would have appear- 
ed highly criminal to a family fo religious. 

Herman, half dead with spprehenfion, 
found Munftcr and his wife, with folded 
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arms, g-iziag at their houfc, which was in 
flames, and calling ioceir»ntly on their dear 
Ida. .It was with difHcutty thele unfortu- 
nate parents had laved their own lives. 
The father, who, after his efca[)e, had 
TCturard through the 6re in order to refcuc 
bis daughter, whom he fought m vain in 
the apartmenc where flic had been accuf- 
tomed to flcep, felt, fo great was his anxiety, 
no pjin from his arm, which had beea 
fcorchcd in the attempt; and the mother 
feemed ever/ momeat ready to rulb jnco 
the flames to &«e her bclaved cliiU,. w 
perifb with her. 

*' Ida !" exclaimed the fraatic Herman, 
" Is Ida then milTing ? Oh ! let roe feek, 
"- let me fave her !" Thus faying, he 
feized a ladJcr, and placed it againft that 
{tart of the houfe which the mother pointtrd 
out. The wind having, for an inflanr, 
blown away the Aames from it, be mounted 
on burning beams and heated, flones, and 
reached the chamber of his- miftrcfs. A 
thick fmoke enveloped and concealed him 
from every eye. The parents of Ida could 
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no longer diftinguifti the deliverer of their 
daughter, '• Ah ! is it over with him too V 
exclaimed the mother, wringing her hands. 
But, in a momrnt he appeared again, pene- 
trated ftili farther into the fatal ruins, dif- 
appcared a fecond time, again came in 
fight, defccndcd ihe ladder, and fell fenfc- 
lefs into the arms of thcfe who haftened to 
his afTi (lance. 

" Ah! he is returned without her^' 
cried the diflra(£ted ihcther, running to- 
wards him -, " he ir returned without herl 
•' O God, where is my child ?" 

While the mother thus bewailed the loft 
of Ida, the father was endeavouring to re- 
vive .the intrepid youth, who had fo genc- 
roufly, and fo unfucdefsfully hazarded hit 
life for her. While travcrfing the houfe 
in fearch of his beloved, the fmoVe had 
nearly fuffocated him : anxiety alfo, and 
the efforts he had made, had totatly ex- 
haufled his flrength, fo that his fainting 
afTutred the very image of death, and no- 
thing but the torture occafioned by his 
-wounds could have recalled him to life. 
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Day began to break j the crowd in- 
cr«a.rcd i the drunkards^ and weary artifans 
of Prague had been roufed, and methods 
were at length taken to put a flop to the 
conflagration.' 

The parenis of Ida quitted the melan- 
chuly fpot, which they fuppofed to be the 
grave of all their felicity, in ordei to mice 
to a fmair houfe belonging to them, which 
the flames had not reached. M their 
entreaty, the unfortunate Herman direftecl 
his fervants to convey him to the. fame. 
place i the mother having declared, that no 
pne but herfelf Qiould have the care of him. 

Scarcely had they gotten halfway, when 
a young woman rulhcd from the crowd, 
and threw herfelf into their arms. Itwas Ida. 

To defcribe the imprenion that was made 
Upon thefe unhappy beings, by her fud- 
den appearance, h impolTible. Her lover 
and mother fainted away. The father alone 
had fufficient pfefence of mind to aik her by 
vrhat Itrange miracle Ihe had been faved. 

" Saved!" anfwcred Ida, " I have titvtt 
« been in danger. Ggd be praifcd thai; 
D4 
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*' you are fafe. It was but a few moments 
*' ago that I heard of the fire, when I in- 
** ftanlly ran to aflill you, or perifh with 
*• you in the flames." 

The father now, for the firft time, recol- 
Icded, that the evening before, Ida had 
begged leave to go with their fervant t6 a 
diftant church, dedicated to the Virgin,, to 
hear maiins, which were to begin at mid- 
nighr, and laft till break of day. It wds 
there this excellent young woman f5rft 
•heafd the news of the Calamity of her pa- 
rties. Her good ahgcl, who watched tixtsr 
hei" fafety, had rcfefted ber for the coftfola- 
tron of aihttSy and dea«d that (he fliould 
■tafte, iri the very lap of misfortlinc, a bap- 
pinefs which (he was far from expefting. 

Herrtian being rttovered ftom hisfwoon, 
Ida was prefentcd to him. She thanked 
"him hi teritis of the livtlieft gratitud?. 
"She did more; Ihe became his nurfe, and 
bellowed on him the tendereft Care; which 
contributed not a little to feed the flame of 
love in the heart of one, and to kindle it 
tnthat of ihe other. 
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CHAPTER VIIT. 



AS foon as Herman was cured, decency 
obliged him to quit the houfe of Munfter. 
He accordingly returned to the palace; but 
Winceflaus txpreffed iktle or no concern 
for him, and was even To unfeeling as to 
make his adventure the fubjcft of ribaldry. 
The courtiers imitated the example of their 
mafler, and the amours of Herman and 
Ida were for feveral days the ftanding jeft 
. of the court. Sophia alone was gen^ous 
enough not to banter the young chevalier, 
or uct^ a lingle pleafantry on the dangers 
he had fo gallantly braved. ' Neither the 
relle£lions that had occupied her mind, nor 
the endeavours of the princefs of Ratibor, 
had been able wholly to fiiBe the iirely in- 
clination with. which Ida bad at firft infpired 
ber heart. She could not hear of the cala- 
mity that had befdlUn the parents without 
emotion ; Ibc rejoiced that their excellent 
daughter had been fo providentially faved }. 
and jhe commiffioncd Hertnan . to deliver, 

D5 .ij ..Google 



68 HERMAK 

in her name, to the unfortunate family, a 
prrfenr, which, conOdering the Uttle Sophia 
had in her power, was far from being 
triSing. Herman was transported to find 
the fecret wilhes of his heart thus agreeably 
nccomplifhed. The diminution of Ida's 
happincfs, iq confequence of the lofs her 
father bad fuflained by the 6rei hung heavy 
on his mind. He contemplated with for- 
row the chain of gold he hnd received from 
her in happier days, and thought it incum- 
bent on him to return it i but» of fuch a 
facriBce, he found himfelf incapable, and 
he chofe. rather to divefl himfelf of all he 
had that was valuable, though that indeed 
waslictle, in order to make the heft com pen- 
iation in his power^ He added, therefore, 
lo the prefcHt of the empfefs, fome jewels 
of his ownj fure, under that rcfpefted 
name, of their being received. Our youth 
had, independently of this, another projedC 
for the relief of this good family. He re- 
membered the fum that had been lent by 
Mrs. Munftef} he knew that the emperor 
had not fpent the whoJe of what he fa&4 
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received from the duke of Milan, and he 
ventured to h)nl to him the repayment of 
what he bad borrowed. This freedom wa» 
taken amlfs, and was apparently the firll 
caule of the emperor's coolnefs towards his 
favourite, 

** Have you been dcfircd," faid Wincef- 
laus, with an air of difcontent, *■ to remind ■ 
•* me of this trifle J" — " No," replied Her- 
man. " On the contrary, I have reafoo to 
** believe that the generous wife of Munflc? 
" intended it as a prefcnr, not as a loan, 
** But fuch dinntereftednefs, is ic not an 

** addiiional motive f" , The emperos 

interrupted him. " Did you not mention," 
laid he, "fome favour which this woman 
^ talked of aJking?" Herman bowed alTent. 
" Well," continued the emperor, '• let ua 
** wait till we know what it is i. and I give 
" my word of honour that I will not— — " 
refuicy he was going to fay ;. but the fear of 
pledging himfelf for fomething. he might 
not chufe to perform, induced him to break- 
off the conveifation ; and a fign of impa- 
ucnce, which he made with his hand, obligr 
cd the young chamberlain to withdraw^ 
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Herman look his wajr towards the ham- 
ble habitation of Munfter, regretting, as he 
went, that he had not been able to increafe 
the prefenc of Sophia as much as he witbed. 
Had he been emperor, no fum would have 
appeared to him too great to recompence the 
kindnefs of this honeft citizen's wife. 

He found the father of Ida a!one. He 
ft'as uncafy that what he had to ofFer him 
was not more confiderable ; meanwhile he 
prefented it in the name of Sophia. Munfter 
hung down his head with an air of penfive- 
fiefs, and his eyes overflowed with tears. 
" How generous, how noble a creature!" 
cried he at laft : '• the true mother of her 
*' people ! What flie now does for mc, (he 
*' is doing every day for a thoufand of her 
*' unfortunate fubjefts. She deprives her- 
" fclf of the linle which the parfimony of 
«' Winwflaus aliowsher, to relieve the wants 
•' of others. What pity, that her influence 
•* over Our tuafter is not fo great as vrai 
" expc&ed ! — And yet our Ijurdens are in 
" many refpeA's lightened, and the people 
" feel towards him lefs hatred lince he has 
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« giren them foch an ang;l for their 
'* miftrefs." 

The heart of Hermjn was ftiil full of 
bitternefs againft the emperor, and he coulJ 
riot aToid reciting ro Munfter the conver- 
fation he had juft h«d wiih him, *' You 
•* were wr(mg,"faid the old man. '* Who- 
•* ever lends lo Winceflaus, nerer dreams 
•' of being repaid : and as to the favour my 
•' wife mav have to alk, I bt-g you will not 
•• interfere in it. Women have often 
** ftrange whims in their heads : and {hould 
" my wife afk any thing of the emperor, 
*' which, being attended with no expcnce io 
" him, he may, therefore, not rtfufe, n iS 
** poflibie that the favour, when obtained, 
" may provt more detrimental than advari- 
** tageous." 

To the latter part of this difcourft, 
Herman made no reply \ bitt he fwore not 
to reft, till the fum borrowed by the cmpe- 
ror was repaid. " 1 confider myfelf," added 
he, "as youf debtor. ■Would it were in 
** my power to act up to my wifties ! O ' 
" heaven ! grant me buc a pare, « fmall 
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** part of the wcattb, which thou haft, per- 
** haps, one day drftincd for me, and I will 
*• cheerfully renounce the reft ! Eoable 
** me to — ." 

** Young man," interrupted Munfter, 
f Quming, a ferious countenance, " you- g^va 
'* yburfelf too much concern about this 
** buGnefs ; and to calm a little your agita- 
*' tion, I will dlfclofc to you a fccret, with 
*' which even my wife and daughter are not 
" fully acquainted. I am not fo poor as 
" you may imagine ; as 1 was lefs rich than 
*' the world believed me. I knew ih« 
" reports fprcad refpefting my wealth by 
'* my enemies ; and had long expeftedj on 
" the part of the emperor, fomc attempt to 
'* make himfelf mafler of it. I would have 
" obliged him with pleafure; I would have 
** granted him whatever he fiiould have 
" alked;i as long as.it had bceapoftible to 
" fatisfy his rapaciouTnefst without ruin to 
** myfelf. But had my fituation become 
** <;ritical, I Ihoutd have confideced wbac 
** fteps I had to take. Princes firft b^n 
» vitb boriowingt and end at taft witk 
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** plundering. I know what has happened ^ 
** to others. It is eafy to find prcicxti for 
" ftrippiftg an honeft man of his property, 
»' If then I had fufpcfted any fuch difafter 
** approaching, I would have colle<£ted what 
•* I have buried in this houfe, and have fled 
t' with my family. My larger houfe, which 
** is burnt, and which I can rebuild if I 
" pleafe, though I have no fuch intention^ 
" Wincrllaus might, iathatcale, have kept, 
" toindeiDDifyhimfelffbrthelofsofagood 
*' snd loyal fubjea." 

Heroian liftened with the uimoft ftjrpri?e 
taihe old manj who thus continued his re- 
cital. '* My wife, indeed, knows I have bu- 
** ried fome ntoney here, but fhe Is ignorant 
'* ofthefutn. A woman is always a womany 
*' that is to fay, a being vain and prcfump- 
" tuous when fortune fmiles,. timid and 
" humble when (he frowns." 

" Bui Ida ?" interrupted the young manj 
vexed at thefe injurious complaints againft 
fhe fex, and in which his mlArefs fccmcd t» 
(>e involved. 
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" As to Ida, the is out of the queftion," 
replied Muntifr, who, at the mention of her 
nacne, fecmed to fdll into a profound revery. 
After a moment's filencr, " fince we arc 
" fpeaking of her," refumed he, '* I muft 
" b^ you not to take it amifs, if you flioutd 
" in future fee her lefs frequently, or rather 
** not at all. I know that you love her; 
** you have given the nobUft proof of itj 
** but .... you mvd not think of her .... 
** indeed you muft not ... . And you will 
*' not, 1 b<^|:e, require what it '» impofTtble 
** for me to grant," 

Herman echoed the word impq0i/e, in a 
tone exprcQive of the defpxir into which he 
was thrown by a declaration ^hat obliged 
him to renounce an union on which depend- 
ed the happinefs of his life. Though he 
had hitherto not known himlctf what hopes 
tie could or ought to entertain ; yet flill bad 
he continued to hope, and he trembled 
^^hen he perceived a ftroke aimed at the fra- 
gile edifice which his imagination had fondly 
ereded in fome obfcure and uncertain futu* 
rity. 
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The old man ftrenuouily combated the 
pafQon ot-our youth, who no lefs ftrenu- 
ouQy defended it. He was ready, he faid, 
to lacriHce to Ida his birth, his tituation, 
and all his future hopes ; or he would enter 
the UH: of combatants* and raife himfelf by 
his bravery, (the fureft way to diRindtc^n in 
the times of which we arc fpeaking) to a de- 
gree of power, that the world (hould not date 
CO object to the marriage as unequal. 

'* The (pinion of the world is not wh« 
** I fear ; for tbmgs may be difftrent from 
^ whfli you imagine. But enough : I can- 
'* not tell you all. TTieie are circumftanca 

•• in the cafe, which In (hort, I muft 

*• inffft on your not attempting t,> fee r»y 
^* daughter, but that you endeavour to flifle 
*' an uflhdppy pjlQon, whfch, fbouKt it 
'-' fteal into the heart of Wa, woulJ render 
""her as iittlortunate as yourfeir." 

An impenetrable obfcuritf reigned in 
this difcourfc. The fort of half confidence 
of Munfter appeared unintelligible to Her- 
man, and he wM difpofed to believe that 
what be had heard w*i only meant a> a veil 
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to the old man's difinclination, which, un* 
able to juflif^ hitnfelf by reafonable motive^ 
bad obliged him to refort to pretended 
myfleries. 

But a cordial fqueezc by the hand, alTor- 
(d Herman that he was miftaken. " Noj 
** young man," faid he> " I love you : I 
" had even an afFciftion for you when I 
«' fought to fruftrate your endeavours to gain 
" accefs to my houfe : judge then if my fen- 
•* timents. can be altered, now that I am 
** attached to you by gratitude." 

Herman received thcfe proteftations with 
coldncfs, and left the houfe of Munfter with 
the firm reiblution never more to return w 
it, though his ficps continually led him 
thither without bis being aware of it. It Is 
true, he had as yet not totally renounced the 
hope of once more feeing Ida, or her com- 
paffionate mother. Even Munfter htrnrell> 
cruel as he thought him> he found it impof- 
fible to hate, and to be long abfeni from, th^ 
good old man was painful to his heart. 

The inclinations conceived by this youth, 
educated if) the fatltdious potiotis of a court, 
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for thf fociery of a fKnple and unpolifhed 
citizen, will be thought perhaps extraordina* 
ry. But let it be conlidered, that this citi- 
zen was a man of no vulgar merit t and that 
our hero, befide, who feit for him fo tender 
an affe^ion, had fenfe and virtue enough to 
prefer the flyle of his adlions and converfa- 
tlon to the manners of a court {o difTolute 
as that of Winccflaus ; he alfo frequently 
owned to himfelf, thSt his dctedatlon of vice, 
and love of virtue, had been greater, fincc 
his acquaintance and intimacy with this up- 
light plebeian. 

But fentiments of this nature were not 
always fuffictent to deter him from meafures. 
which he knew would bt dtfpleafmg to bis 
frank and guilelefs friend : for he formed 
the defign of procuring a fecret interview 
cither with Ida, or her mother ; and refpcA- 
ing the latter he was one day fucccfaful. 

He found the good wife as much preju- 
^ced in his favor as ever. She united with 
him in complaining of the folly of her hus- 
band ; told him that Hie had fomething of 
importance to difclofe j and appointed aa 
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evening, when he would have an oppor- 
tunity of feeing her, as well as Ida, during 
theabfence of her rigid guardian. 

Herman was puntflual to the appoint- 
ment. A female fervanr, admitted into 
the fccrct, informed him however, on his 
arrival, that her maftcr was not ypt gone' 
out, and placed him in a clofet adjoining 
the parlour, where he could hear what was 
paffing between the parents of Ida, and 
which we fhall communicate to the reader. 
■ " And can. you ftill," faid Munfter, ai 
Herman began to liften, *' can you ftiH 
*•* fuppoi'c, after what I have faid, that I 
** have any diflike to the young man? 
" Believe mc, the happtncis of Ida is 
■" fcarcely more dear to mc, and ber hap- 
** pinefs is the fole object I have in view." 

" Nor am 1," faid the wife, in a tone 
of difconient, '• governed by any. other 
** motive." 

"And yet you would take the word 
•* means of attaining it." 

*' No, they are the bcft. It is neceffary 
•* Ihe IhouJd emerge from the obfcuriiy in 
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** wliid) flie has lived, if we would aoteter* 
" naWy repent of what we have done." 

•' I grant that it is ncccflary j but not 
** by the inftrumentality of 'Herman. Let 
•• us ca|te the fliort*ft and moft direfl road. 
** Wh«t can (he hope from a young maa 
** who has yet to make his foriunri and 
•' whole return from foreign countries ftie 
" will probably have long to wait ? BeOdc, 
" he belongs to a family, whieh — — ." 

** Well, thto, agree to my other propo- 
« /ah** 

. *i lo God*8 name, wife, abandon lb 
** dangerous a fcheme ! What would Ida 
" do in a court like that of Winceflaus ? 
" Refled on the anxieties we fufiered by 
*' your whim of letting her appear before 
" Sophia, on the morrow of All-Saints, 
•• with a valuable prefent. Would you re- 
** new thole anxieties t O bow I regret 
*< having confeoted <o a meafure fo abfurd I 
** It is loft labour to make facri&ces to thtf 
** great : ihey Jjaoo forget thofe from whom 
" they receive obligations." 

*' The event would have been different, 
** bad Ida gone the nexc day, when the 
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** cmprers fent for heri inftead of being 
•* obliged, by your orders, to feign indif- 
" pofirion." 

" Alas! had the eoiprefs felt for her a 
** ftron^r inclination than is ufual to wo- 
«« men of her rank, would flic have con- 
*' tented hcrfclf with a fmgle invitation; 
** or, what is more, fo totally have forgot- 
«* ten the objefl that interefted her ? No : 
** and had I been fo imprudent as to com- 
*• ply with your wifhes, Ida would have 
** experienced the fame fate as others, and 
** after fpcnding a few days, or a few weeki 
*• at court, would have been obliged, per- 
■" haps, to return to her original obfcurity, 
*' envied, ridiculed, and hated." 

The wife was filent. 

*' You acknowledge, then," rcfumed the 
hufl^and, ** that your fiift projeift was 
^' irrational, ill calculated to anfwer its 
" purpofe ; and that your fecond is the 
" fame?" 

** I acknowledge no fuch thing. My 
" projcft was the reverfc of irrational, and 
*' produced th^ confequence I expected. 
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** JJcnewihat Ida*s appearance woul^ fectire 
" her the conqueft of one heart at Icaft ; 
** and this has actually happened. The 
*< good and amiable Herman loves her 
•• tenderly. He is the man by whom the 
**■ hand of fate means to draw her from her 
" prefcnt retreat j and he will certainly 
•* have her ; he will one day ihare her hap^ 
** pjnefs." 

*' Muft I a (econd time remind you of 
•* the impoflibility of what you propofc ? 
f'. An impoflibility greater with rcfpeft to 
** him, than any other perfon." 

*' Do not give yourfclf the trouble ; 
** you win never convince me." 

** What obftinacy ! promifc at lead that 
" you will renounce your new chimera, and 
*• leave matters to mc" 

" The fate of Ida interefts me more 

" nearly than it does you, and ." 

" Relinquilh your projcft, Maria ; , I beg 
** it as a favour. You know how dear ihe 
'• is ID my heart, and h ow much I ihould 

" rejoice, if ." 

The entrance of Ida put an end to the 
converfation. MunKer declared his inten. 
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tieii of' fiaymg ai home that crrning, and 
the dsDghter was drftred to take her barp 
ioRcad of her diflaff, to diflipate the rlouds 
of difcontent which hung on the miads of 
Jier, parents. 

Herman was entitled to feme indemnifi- 
cation for the diCappointment of his hopes. 
The pleafure of hearing Ida fing, p'ay, and 
talk, made him forget he was deprived of 
thai of &ein^ her; and when the confidante 
came to inform him, that the purpofe of 
his coming was defeated, and that he muft 
depart, {he appeared, he thought, too fooB. 
He qui[ced with regret his obfcure retreat, 
and returned pcnfively to his home. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

HISTORY does not inforAi us whether, 
after the failure of the RrR, new attempts 
to obtain a fecret interview were made^ or - 
whether they were fruftrated by the vigi- 
lance of Munfter, Thus much is certain, 
that Herman fucceeded not in feeing either 
the mother or the daughter ^ nor indeed 
was his relidence in Prague long enough 
for him to practice many manoeuvres by 
which he could at all hope to deceive fo cir- 
cumfpeft a cliarafber as the father of Ida. 

Herman remaTked, that the coldncfs of 
his mailer, of whom he had lb long been 
the favourite, increafed towards him every 
day. " The face of that buffoon," faid the 
emperor one day to madam von Baden, 
with confiderable farcafm, '* bears the 
'* exa<5t. impreOion of a note of hand, which 
" he conceives to be due to the family of. 
" Munfter." Now a countenance like this 
could not fail to give his majefty fovcreign 
difpleafure. 

Vol. I; E 
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But Winceflaus was miftaken in bis con- 
jedure. Munfter had too often afTurtrd 
his young friend, that he neither deffrcd 
nor expcfted the repayment of what be had 
lent, for Herman to entertain a thought of 
reminding his mafter of fo unpleafant a 
fubjeft. Had- the emperor poflVfTcd a little 
more (kill in the fcience cif phifiognomy, 
he would have di(covered, in the face of his 
chamberlain, Tcry different fentiments. 
Secret chagrin, wearinefs and difguft of 
every thing aroumd him, and an ardent 
deGre of happier days, werfi depifled on 
it i perhaps there was vifible alfo, a degree 
of legret at havingofiended a mafttr, *ho 
icnagiped that no one had a right to be dif- 
fatisfied biM hitnfelf. 

' Our young n>fln no longer doubted the 
fa*e that Awaited Rim. Well acquainted 
with Winceflaus, he read in bis eyes the 
fentence of his difgrace, and he feriouflv 
thought of withdrawing himfclf from courtf 
« refc^ution which Munfter, from whom 
lie had QO feCKC, lecooded with all hii 
might. 
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•' I am glad," faid the old man, " t6 fee 
you at laft inclined to do of yourfrff, what 
I Ihould long ago ha*e advifed. What 
canyouexpe£t here? You arS fpend- 
ing the prime of life in idlenefs, 'and 
'. wafting the time and ftrengtfi that ought 
' to be employed m the career of honour. 
= Quit> your^ man, quirthis-place of iloth, 
' and feek, at a diltance, fome theatre 
' more worthy of your talents, a theatre 
' where yeu may find Hi bnce happmcfa 
* and glory. Ertter tllc~ftK»icc of fome 
'■* powerful fovercign; Every part of the 
'* world is not governed by ' princes like 
'* Winceflau*. We have the dukes of 
" Auftria and Brunftvick: in Hungary lives 
" Idng Sigjfmand. Thefe are rneii who 
*' do honour lo their rank. Chufe from 
" among them a -matter ■, and be affuied 
•* that be, whom you havefo often called 
" your fathet, wiNnot abandon yoa. I [ruii 
« )0u will not think it degradingto receive 
« firwn aiciiirtn ^ho i^ weafthy, that ftic- 
** cow of which your JH ifbrtiinc htfs left 
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** jrou in want: fuch pride has, doubtlefs, 
" no place in your heart. 

** What I would farther recommend," 
' faid the old ni^n, perceiving that Herman 
was difpofed to interrupt him, " is. that 
" you ihould demand that title of the em- 
** peror which,- indeed, you already enjoy 
« by courtefy. But I would have you be 
" in reality a knight i though it is whrm- 
« fical enough to heat' this appellation 
*' beftowed on brardlefs courtiers, whofe 
*' whole armour confifts of a gold hiked 
•*• fword, which they frequently wear, by 
" miftake, on the right Gde inftead of the 
*' left. You, however," added he, perceiv- 
ing that Herman was piqued at the reflec- 
tion, " are not of this number; your cou- 
•* rage, and your dexterity in the ufe of 
*' arms, are well known ; but it is time that 
** you fiiould quit fuch effeitunate youths, 
*' whofe ibciety can do you no fort of 
" honour." 

Herman complied with his friend's 
advice, and foliated of Winceflajis the 
honour of koighchood. Winceflaus; whofc 
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enmity to his former favouiite was not To 
great as to wifli to deprive him either of his 
reputation or his life, was pleafed to find 
fo cafy a yi3y of getting rid of him, and 
granted his requeft. 

Munfter, the oracle of our young man, 
had farther advifcd hJm to procure admif- 
fion into one of the numerous orders which 
exifted at that time, and the members of 
which were fpread all over Europe. To 
this Herman equally confented, and, in 
conlideration of the ftate of his heart, he 
chofe the order o/fJeliiy, or as it was called, 
even in a period fo remote, and- not with- . 
CUE reafon, the crJer of the good eld times* 

Our honeft plebeian could with diffi- 
culty refrain from laughter, when the young 
knight made his appearance, decorated with 
the badge of his fraternity, which confifted 
of a rofe coloarcd Oeeve peeping from 
under his mail ; and he exprefTed to htm a 
wilh that be had entered into an order com- 
manding more refpeft : an obfcrraiion to 
which Herman, who knew.of nothing more 

■ E3 :, 
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ftriout or rerjiedable than his love, made 
no reply. 

Our new dubbed hero had never fuffer- 
c^ himfelf lo.doubc that he (houtd at lead 
be permitted to fee Ida on the evening of 
the day of his inftalment> and had exulted 
inthebc^) but he foon found himfelf 
miAakeOj aod was given to underitand 
tbat this was a happinefs whkh.he mull; not 
expec^l till the day of his quitting Prague: 
an exprdieatfowbtch Munljterhad recourfe 
in order to haOen lus departure. To reTilt 
the daily impoftunittci of his wtfo, tnd the 
folicititions of his young friendj wss an 
effort too painful for the old man. BeHde, 
according to his ntode of thinking, Ida and 
Herman ought not to fee eack other at all, 
99 it was impoSible for them- t-o 'be United ; 
and he tbmight it^ therefore, of che utmoft 
confequence, that the ]atier~l)K>U'td be gone. 

Meanwhile^ the mother of ' Ida was ex- 
tremely defirous of fpezking^ at leafl; once 
more to the young knight, that (he mighc 
be enabled lo execute, by bis means, a pro- 
'^& She had long had In ber head, and of 



..Google 



OF U5JNA. &9 

which the reader muft have perceived Corns 
traces. Bui this was what Munller was 
anxious to prevent, and waj one of the 
reafons which made him urge To ftrongly 
the departure of Herman. Thus thcwiflicd- 
for interview could not take place. 

On the evening that preceded our 
knight's departure, Munfter expiefled a 
wilh to be informed of the reafons that had 
brought him, at Co early an age, to the 
court of Winctflaus. Herman, who Had 
too much gratitude to his old friend to 
jefofe him fqch i rcqueft, readily confent- 
cd : " but," added be, " tpay I not, in my 
" turn, aflc a fimilar favour? I find in. 
*' your family fuch extraordloary circum- 
*' ttances— — Ida, (ot, example, poflcITing 
" fo many accomplifliments, without rank, 
*' without birth : yourfelf, more noble 
" minded, difplaying truer dignity of fen- 
** timent, than any lord of the court, and 

*' yet an humble plebeian . It is im- 

» poffiHe." 

" You do extreme honour to our Ila- 
" tiot]," replied the old man in a tone of 
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irony, " but it may perhafs exhibit, at pre- 
" Tent, roots proofs of Ime nobijijy than 
" youf's. Since, however, you deeiti me 
" fo extraordinary a perfonage, know, that 
" in my youih I bote arms; that I long 
" refided at the coutts of princes, and have 
" ttavelled through Italy and England, 
•' where I ftudied the belt peiformances of 
" the art which I have for many years 
" exercifed. The profeffion of a foldier 
" did not enrich me i I grew tired of it, 
" and returned to that which I had firft 
" been taught. It has aflbrded me fub- 
" (iftance, and made me what I am j that 
•' is to fay, a free and independent being, 
" Sanding in need of the proteflion of no 
" fovereign whatever, whereas th? fword 
" would ever have left me their flave. I 
" wasthe fubjca of a'prince, who, after I 
*' had rendered him a thoufand ferviccs, 
" refufcd me a (ingle one, whitlh to hini 
" was a trifle, though of the uttnoftimpori- 
" ance to me. I was in love with a hand- ■ 
" fome young wohian, who was in the fer- ' 
" vice of his wife. As flic was not a free 
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" woman, I demanded her liberty, in order 
** to efpoufe her ; a requcft which he 
** thought proper to deny. At length an 
*• event happened which gave us an op- 
•* porlunity of cfcaping. The bufinefs, I 
" mud confcfs, was noc conduced in a 
" manner altogether feemly j but to what 
*• will not ibc love of women drive us ? 

" We found an afylum at Nuremberg.' 
** Our late maftcr was the fworn enemy of 
" the imperial cities, and they, in their 
*' turn* as cordially hated him. Our flight 
*' ferved us as a recommendation, • The 
" freedom of the city was granted me, and 
*' I entertd upon my profeffion. My per- 
" formances were admired : I acquired re- 
" putation, and money poured in upon me 
" from every quarter. I was happy, and 
** Ihould have continued fo to this hour, if 
" the fickle difpodtion of my wife had not 
" led me to remove. Out of politenefi to 
*' her, I accepted an offer that was made 
" me of ornamenting the cathedral at 
*• Prague j though I had much rather have 
" refuted ic, not only ftom attachment to a 
Es 
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** place wKere I had &und fo welcome a 

•* rccrption, but for other reafona which I 

** could mention. But tbefe are foreign 

. « to the matter in qucftion. Such are the 

•* outlines of my ftory. And now, my 

•* friend, begin the recital of your's, which 

•; will, doubtleft, prove more iDterefting.** 
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CHAPTER X. 

HISrORT OF HERMJN. 

" MY recital would , certainly intercft 
** yoo," replied the chevalier, ** could I 
** relate to you at large tbeftory of myfather 
*' and grand-father, and the different eventv 
•* ihat reduced me to the ftate in which you- 
•* find me. A ftate of fuch poverty, that 
•• either 1 miift remain in the fervice of a> 
** diflblute princci or turn monk, if I re- 
** fufe alfiftance from thofe to whom I 
** would much rather give ir. Pardon me^ 
•' my dearMunfter, and dO' not be offended 
** that I wilh to change places with you^ 
•• that I would rather load you with bene- 
** fas, than receive them from you."' 

Munfter readily comprehended hi» 
meaning, The young n»n had been oblig-^ 
ed that very evening to accept, under che- 
name of a loan, the prefent thac had. b«en> 
^el; made to the boncCt citizen by the eni!^ 
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prefs, and which Herman had fccrctly aug- 
mented with what he had been able to add 
of his own. The manner in which this loan 
was offered him, was fo noble, and at the 
fame time fo urgenri that it was impofllble 
for him to refufe it,' a circumftance which 
contributed to heighten his gtatitude. 

Returning the old man's fqueeze by the 
hand, the only anfwer which Munfter made 
him, Herman thus continued his recital. — - 
** My ancefton had their faults, and it is I 
'* who am doomed to (u&t for them. My 
** grandfather, ■ the youngeft fon of his 
" family, quarrelled with his eldcft brb- 
** ihcr.theprcfent reigning count of Unna. 
" My father drew on himfelf the anger of 
•' my uncle ftill more, by the part that he 
" and his elder fons took in the war whick 
" thfe knights of St. Martin waged with the 
" count of Wirtembergi and I, who was 
** theo'^ child, Ihared in the puniQimenr, 
*' without, having, participated in the of* 
*' fence." ■ , 

At the name of the count of.Wirtem- 
berg, a profound figh efcaped from Munfter, 
and Herman continued his narraCiTC.— " X 
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" know not whether you are acquainted 
*• with the adventures of count Everard of 
*' Wilbaden J but I will endeavour to give 
•' you fome idea of them." 

" You may fpare yourfelf the trouble,'* 
faid Munder, with a look of difcontent.— 
" I know count Wirtemberg and bis hiftory 
" fomewhat .better than you. The knights 
** of St. Martin got intelligence of his rcfi- 
•' ding at Wifbaden. Inftigated by the 
" hopes of a rich booty, or perhaps by other . 
** motives, they belieged it/and would have 
*' made the count and all his people prifon- 
** era, had he not contrived to efcape by the 
*' hollow way which leads bythemountain." 

*' It was that unfortunate and inglorious 
*' expedition," refumed Hermari, " which 
V coft my father' and one of my brothers 
** their, lives, rendered their names odious, 
*' apd involved them in. the implacable ha- 
•* tred of the chief of our.houfe. ^yithtbe 
•* confent of the emperor, thc.old countof 
'* Unna feized {be greater part of our pro* 
*' perty, and tjireatenied to enjplpy againft 
" us theftqret tribupal, of which he waj 
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•* chief in the diftrift, fhould any of us 
** dsre to joflify my father, or oppofc the 
** puniOimcnt inflifted on U9. 

« At that time, all this was unincelHgi- 
•* b!e to me, though ! heard much talk 
•• dbout it: but of the confequences that 
*• enfued I daily became morcfenfiblc. 

*' I was the youngcft of all my brothers 
•* and fillers, fome of whom were old 
•* enough to be my parents, and ought to 
•• have fupplied to me the place of tKofe I 
■* bad loft. Bernard, the eldeftr >n(^) of 
•* courfr, chief of the younger branch of the 
•• houfe of Unna, waa treated by them all 
•• with the profoundeft refpeft ; and, whc- 
** ther fronn attachment to him, or prtde of 
" birth, the greateft part embraced a reli- 
" gioua Kfe, to enable him to fupport with- 
" decency the name of our houfe. Hence 
" among my relations I can produce eccle- 
•• Caftics of every defcriptioo i canons, 
" abbefles, knights of religious order9> bum 
'* iti ftbundatnce, and there would have been 
*' at leaft one monk amOng tbem^ had I 
^ been difpofed to fubmit my will to that 
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•* of others, for the honor was refervcd for 
•* me of making my vows at the convent of 
•* Korf, To procure me this honor the 
•* more fpeedily, a dirpenfation, by means 
*• of a fum of money, was obtained from 
•* our holy father the pope, purporting, 
•• that, in confidcration of his early wif- 
** dom, extraordinary piety and wonderful 
•* tokens of a divine call, the noble Herman 
•* ofUnna was 'permitted, at the age of 
•• thirteen, to quit the world, and embrace 
•• a heavenly life. 

" Our family muft have been fruitful 
" in prcwjigics of this fort ; for two of my 
*• fillers, who were but 4 few "ytars older 
** than myfelf, had lately obtained a fimrlar' 
** ifavor. But, iis I was prcfent when they^ 
" took the veil, and confequently witneflcd 
" the dejeflion with which they accepted 
•* the benefit conferred on them,' I began to' 
•• (Wiltbt my premature wifdomi and fighal 
*■ pi<4^, ' and was aftiamcd to avail myfelf 
^ bif anhohor Ifo little merited. ' 

" Poor Agnes'! unhappy Pctronllla f 
^ thought I, ag*I quitted one morhii% the 
t 
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" convent, never to fee it again ; would 
•' that I couM as eafily deliver, you from 
** the life ot angels, which you arecompellcd 
** to lead on earth, as I voluntarily ,re- 
'• nounce it for njyfelf! Adieu, unfor- 
" tunatc faints ! Adieu, ye tombs ! Adieu, 
" yt echoing vaults of this fatal prifon ! 
" Perhaps, half a century hence, wc may 
** meet again. 

. ** My difpofiiion had been always gay 
*.' and aflive. When only "ght years of 
'* age, I took a pleafure in handling my 
" elder brother's., fabre, and in being placed 
*' by the fervants on his charger. What 
" in my infancy was cpy fport, became, as 
" I grew up, the obje£t of my moft ardent 
" defire. And they wanted ipe todevote 
" myfelf to the indolent life ofacloyfter! 
" It was a projcfl; that never pleafed me. 
" If I appeared to confent, it was only to 
" render my flight the more eafy : ^nd I 
" managed matters fo well, that, by,:the 
'* affiftance of a domeftic of , my brother,^ 
•• I efFeaed my efcape, and arrived, wkh- 
V outaccident,at il}e;afyljjnil had cljpfen. 
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** This afylum, in which I hoped to find 

* my fafccy, was the court of Winccflaus, 

* 1 had heard, that.it was the duty of -an 

* emperor to proteft iher oppreffcd, and 
' conQdering myfelf as the moft perfe- 
' cuted being on earth, I prefcntcd my- 

* felf before his majefty with as much 
' confidence, as if what I had to alk 

* were not of the nature of a favor, but 
' fomething to which I bad an indifputa- 

* ble right. I conceived it to be an aft of 

* juftice. But does Winceflaus under- 
' ftand the claims of oppreflird humanity ? 

* This wasaqueftion Ineverafited myfelf. 
' Alas, I little knew the rill I incurred. 

* My lucky flar, however, brought me 
' into his prefence precifcly at one of thofe 

* moments, fo rare, in which be found 
' himfelf difpofcd to benevolence. You 
' are not to be informed, that there is no 
' tyrant, however cruel, who, has not ilighc 

* intervals of this kind. 

" I was atlmitted among his pages. My. 

* gratitude, which I in a thoufand ways 

* evinced, my livclincfs, and my gaiety. 
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*• attached bim to itic. He would have me 
*' flce|> in his apartment, day and night I 
',',:inuft be the tgent of his fecret com- 
" milfions; and the indefatigable zeal with 
*' which I acquitted myfclf, obtained me 
*' every day a greater (hare of his confi- 
" dence. In fpite of the guife of flattery, 
" it was imjjoffible but Winceflaus muft 
" fometimcs have perceived, in the eyes 
*' of ihofe who attended him, a fecret dif- 
" approbation of his conduft. With me, 
" however, he had nofuch inconvenience 
** to dread} for I iwvgined that every thing 
'* wt^ich an eiDperor did rrvatt nectflarily 
*< berigbt. It tvas for this reafon he wiAied 
•* to have me coBfttnily about his perfon j 
" and thus Iwat gradually initiated into all 
« the fetrets of his debauched life." 

** Poor young mati!" exclaimed Mun- 
ftcr. " What a fcbool for thy heart !" 

*' No very dangerous one, be alTured. 
'* I was too young to have any inclination 
" for the praftices of rny mafter: bcfide, 
" I thought them becoming only in him; 
" and felt as little defire to fwallow his 
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" bumpers, or (hare his miftreffts favours, 
*' as to wallow in the mire with the fwine. 

*• On the other hand, my love -of arms, 
•* and my cominual -occupations, contri- 
•* buied not a little to prfeferve me from 
" fuch vicious propenfities. When Win- 
" ceflaus wasafleep, and even when awake,' 
** bin incapable of thinking, from intbxi- 
. •' cation, moments when he wifted not to 
*f fee me, 1 ufed to repair to old Herman 
•' of Hertingfliaufcn, efqufre to the cm- 
•' pcror, who, from the fimilariry of our 
** chriflUn names, had conceived a regard' 
** forme. He- fpared neither pains nor 
*• exptfnce to nrake ftie art accompliflied 
" knight, even while Iwaa yet but a fimple 
•• page. Succefi rendered, me vain. All 
•• my comrades hated mi;, not excepting 
" Konzman, the fon of old Hertingfhaufcn, 
" for the haughtinefs with which I carried 
** myfelf, on account of the preference 
" which was (hewn me; and a fword, 
•* which the emperor permitted me to wear, 
** by diftinguilhing me'from other youths 
•* of my-age, filled up the meafure of their 
" jcaloufy. They ftylcd me the page in 
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** armour; and I was vain of the ttcley 
*' though it was given me in deilQon. 

" TJje defirc of perfefting myfelf in 
" the ezercifes of chivalry, and of ferving 
*' the emperor with fidelity, whoDy occu- 
" pied my mind : every thing elfe was in- 
•' different to me. It wasknown that I was 
" the favourite of Winccflaus, and of con- 
** feqoencc . every one refrained from 
" rpeaking before me, who never concealed 
" from him a fyllable of what formed 
" the common convtlrfatton of his fubjeAi; 
** 1 mean the indignation excited by his 
** extrav^ances. ^ Few had the fimplicity 
*' to believe with me, that; there were 
*? things allowable, .-in an emperor, which 
** ought to be punilhed in a private indi- 
*' vldual. Thus be was hated and defpiied 
" by the people, and they fccrctly formed 
*' a pUn to rid themlelves of him. 

" It was not till late that the emperor 
" was apprized of this confpiracy. When 
" A length he found it neceffary to be 
" upon his guard,; things had been car- 
** ried fo far, that he did not think, himfelf 
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** fafe at Prague, and was obliged to make 
'* his efcape in the night, accompanied by 
" the moft faithful of his fcrvants, of whom 
** I was one. He betook himfclf to a caltle 
** a few leagues from the city, to which he 
*' had given the name of Conradibourg, 
".:and«bich he had fortified purpofely as a 
*• retreat in cafe of an event of this nature. 

" Here I firft learned the caufe of our 
** fudden flight. I was aftoniflied to find 
*' that an emperor could incur any danger ; 
** and, from the notions I had formed of 
" the rights of fovcreigns, I conceived the 
" rreaiment ofWinceflaus, who had told 
'* me of his lituationj to bcfo unjtifl; and 
*' unworthy, that I fwore to defend him to 
" the laft drop of my blood. 

" Winceflaus laughed, and addrcfiing 
*' me by a filthy nickname, with which he 
'** fometimcs honoured me : "Were things 
** come to that pafs, faid be, that thod 
** wert to be my only defei>der, I Ihould 
" be in a woeful plight indeed. Leavd 
" thy fwordinitsfcabbard, let thy arm b< 
'* at reft, and make ufe of thy ears. Lifteri 
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" when thoofeeft two pet^c talking togc- 
'* ther privately j pretend to " be aflecp ; 
" fpeak of me with contempc ; Cay that I 
<* have beaten tber, tbat tbou hateil me, 
*' and wiibeft me dead ; tbus will tbey 
" place coofidcncc.in thee, ^^u>u wilt leam 
" every thing, a^~ we fhall knoytr wbat 
" meafuTcs to take for our.fafety." 

*' This advice of piy mafter was To con- 
" trary to my own way of thinking, and I 
" irufted fo much to the goodnefs of my 
** fword, that I neglefled every otter mode 
" of fcrving him j and, though we had 
** none but fecret attempts to fear, 1 
" thought only of oppoQng myfelf to open 
" force. 

" The general 4ifcoDt«it towards Win- 
" ceflaus continued to eacreafr. Soon 
-'.' after his arrival at Conradfbourg, he had 
" caufed three of the principal nialcoDtcnn 
" to be publicly executed ; and the fame 
" day, my faithful inftrufl»r in chit^ry, 
*' old Hertingftiattfen, was found aflalBnat- 
" ed on the road from Conradlbourg to 
*' Priigue. la the bark t^ the <ree> at the 
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'* foot of which be fell, the perpetrators 
" had ftuck two poign^rds, ftained with his 
" blood, on which were engraven, in til 
" formed letters,- the following words:* 
** M^emtedby tbe frttjudgts fortheaime of 
** hngh trtafitt. No oae, except n^yfelf, wa» 
*' %norani of the author of this infamous 
*' d«d. i ran to wafli with my tears, the 
*' body of my unfortunate friend ; but it 
•' was already conveyed away from the 
*' curioficy of the people. On ray return, 
" I met Kunzman, fon of the deccafcd, 
*' who faid to me, with defpair in his coun- 
■" trnance: * This is one of the noble 
" explo.ts of that dear mafter, of whom 
** thou art fo fond I* 

'• I hcfita&rd not to appear before the 
*' emperor, and repeat to him what I had 
** juft heard from Kunzman. The pufil- 
** lanimityof Winceflaus was To great, that 

* Winccflauf, as biftory infurmaus, had thought 
proper to ufurpthe right of creatiogfree counts aii4 
free judges of the fecret tribunal ; but thefc were Dot 
ockaowledgcj by the ancient ooe» legally eftaWilhed. 
This remark will perhapg be found iwice«wy for the 
vnderftanding of whatfolloWE. 
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" he condefcended to jufti/y himfelf to one 
*' of his fcrvants i and 1, who had the 
" utmoft confidence ID him^ was eafily per- 
" fujided. ' You fee plainly enough, laid 
" he to me, that it was not I, but the agents 
** of the Iccret oibunat, who committed the 
*' murder. I did not even know that 
** Hertingfhiufen had been guilty of trea- 
** foD : but be that as it may, you may be 
*• convinced from his example, that the 
** moft fecret crimes arc punifhed by divine 
" vengeance.* 

" I blindly believed all that Winccflaus 
*' told me, and promifcd to bring over 
'* Kunzmari to the fame way of thinking. 
** The next day, as I was palling under an 
" arched paffage in the fortrefs, I received 
" a violent blow on the fide, without lec- 
** ing the pcrfon by whom it was given : I- 
" thought, however, that the voice I heard 
" was Kunzraan's. — * Curfcd informer,* it 
** cried, * thy tongue is the caufc ehat I muft 
•* fly my country.' — With the violence of 
" the blow I had fallea to the ground. I 
** got upon my feet as expeditiouflyaa I 
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•* was able, but faw nobody. I reflcfted 
•* on the words, but could not comprehend 
*• them. 1 forgot them, therefore, and 
** thought ©f them no more, notwithftand- 
** tng I learned the next day, that Kijnz- 
« man, whom I had never loved, and who 
** was one of the pages of Wmccllaas, had 
" difappearerf. It never once entered my 
** head that I had fpoken imprudently of 
** him to the emperor, and bad, by that 
** iheans, expofed him to perfecution, and 
" obliged him to fly. 

" Thefe, and other inftances bf vcn* 
" geUKe, inflided by the emperor, led 
** pcrfons to aft with greater circumfpec- 
** tion. He was hated in fecret and ilat- 
** tered in public. As I was alfp feared, 
** whatever was likely to give umbragewas 
" carefully concealed from mcj and thi^s 
" both mafter and fervanc thought thetp- 
** felves as much in fafcty as ever. ' ' , 
*' Winceflaus, however, durft'not y,?£ 
*• return to Prague: but he found it fo.ca(y 
** to fatisfy his inclination for women^ .^s 
** well as wine. In theemriroosofConradl*- 
VoI.I. F 
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*' bourg, a place indeed too well calculated 
(* for fo vile a debauchee,- that be gave 
*' himfelf little coQcero about his capital. 

•' la the diftrid were various forts of 
" monks, and they fo well underftood hov 
" to make thcjr court to him, that the 
.*' emperor frequently infifited them to come 
" and get ,drunk, with him, and vJIited 
** tfaem in return, to procure himfclf tlie 
•« . fanne pleafure. Winceflaus was at heart, 
** no great friend to monks i but their wine 
" was delicious, and that was fuificient to 
** induce him to forget his antipathy, and 
*• live with them on terms of the moft 
** brotherly afFeflion. 

** During one of thefe viGts to the con- 
** v^nt of Braunau, his eneepics, probably 
'** with the connivance of his jovial hofts, 
** attacked him, and carried him prifotier 
" to Prague. I was not prefent. My rea- 
'* foh, which began to unfold with vaj 
" ripening' years, prevented me from rc- 
~ "' maining, as heretofore, the tranquil fpec- 
•• tator of the emperor's debauchery. His 
.*' 'afpeifl, when intoxicated, was dreadful ; 
** and the addition of perhaps a -dozen 
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" drunken monks, .who furrounded him 
** on thcfc Qccaftons, was to me, who had 
•* frequently be.cn forced to witoef* limilar 
•* fcenes,, fo difgufting, that I thought my- 
•* felf happy to be cxcufcd from attending 
*' him, at Braunau^ and inflead of- it to go 
** a Quoting. It was', therefore, not till 
'* my return from the chace, that I learned 
** the news of his being taken. My zeal 
*' to ferve him was imrnediatcly rouzed. 
*^ Both gratitude and affe^lion loudly c^llod 
** upon me to fave a .man> who meriiedf io 
" reality, neitjier of thefe fentimcnis, ,1 
** gallopped full fpeed towards the city, 
" hoping to overtake the co.nduftors of 
*• Wincertaus, and promifing, myfelf t9 
■*** achievemiracles of valour; but I f9\ind 
** eydrj thing quiet on the ,road,_as well 99 
" in the city. .t." 

.^ *' When I arrived at the gate, I. fell 
*** from ray horfe out of. breath, Some 
** perrons 'w6o were near canic,tb my affift- 
** ance, and afk^d me Tome queftions. I 
<* fpoke i[) high terms of the imprifonment 
*! of vfiy^aai&itt and demanded where tie 
•■- ■'' - ■■ '■■-. ■ '■' ■ 'Ea" 

D.g.-«i ...Googk 



lio HERMAN 

*" wu.^' Hold your peace/ faid a foldier 
"* on guard ; * thank God wetiave him, and 
'* be not fo lingular as to grieve for an 
** eveat at which every body c\k is re- 
'*' joiced : but it is not proper to talk of 
** this bufiners yet> tht emperor has too 
*' many partifans ^mong tlie people.' 

** I had no occaGon to know more ; I 
*• ercaped, and ran through (he city, pro- 
•• claiming the imprifonment of Wlncef- 
** laus, and my intention to deliver himt 
•* and bcfwe a fingle perfon interpofcd to 
*• flop me, 1 found myfelf at the head of a 
«* conBderable troop, who acconnpapicd me 
•• to the tower where the emperor was con- 
■* fined, and fwore to conquer or to die, in 
•* refculng their good, their generous princ^ 
** the protefior of liberty, and the friend 
" -of the people. 

•* Certainly none of the fubjcfts of 
" WinccQaus haB fo much reafon to love 
** him as the lower ctfifs of the people. 
*' Their poverty fcreened them from tbofe 
** extortions to which the rich were ex- 
f pofed. He peritaltted theiri' every fort 
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** of liberty aad was not afiumed, upoA 
" occafion^ to drink, even .with a porterr. 
"* He knew, alfo, bow to f>rocare theca 
** bread at a cheap race j but i< was alway» 
** at the ezpeRce of the rich, and without 
•* the fmaileft coft to blrtifelf. 

** Circuaaftancfls of tins nature wer^ 
'* vaunted to tbc ikies during .our march to 
** the prilixD, which we auacked fo vigOi 
** rouily, that a little more firmnefst or a* 
<* better leader^ would iofallibi/ have gain* 
*• et^ Bs, t^ viiattfy, . But we were quickly 
** difperfed^ and the oiily adyaniage I de- 
** iiy<^ ftqm the- enterprife, was the heipg 
•• , made pfifoiicr^ and Ihut up in the tow« 
** in which my.mafter was confiBed. 

** This poaroled me. . I hoped chat wa 
■* ^uJd be. placed jo the Tape apartrxient* 
" and that L fhopld,QDJo.y th« plealurc of 
*' t)i^ing.froiBhi»mouththeprairesof mjf 
** fidelity;. But my cxped^ciofu. were cruelly 
*« dilappoiaird. LwaS'thi^awa into a filth}! 
•< diLBgcoQ, ^hcpe I pemaitied till the ctn< 
** peror had coatrlved to (et hinri^f at' 
** lib«Ttyr wkboitt; mf, baMAg io th» 
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•* flighteft dfgrte fonfribuwd to it, a cir- 
••■ eumftince at which I w4s very forcly 
" grieved. Thi' idea fuggcfted to him by 
** Madi^mVon Baden, of throwing hlmfclf 
*«'into ihe titer, and then ftvihg Vimfclf 
•* byfwimmitig, or by rtieans of a boar,was 
•* lb' fimple" ali'd fo cafily executed, that 
* I CoXiI^hot forgive myfelf fbf not ihink- 
'' ing of it. I envied Sufanni the part Qie 
*• performed on this extraordinary bccafion, 
" and *as vexed to perceive thit "another 
•* had rendered iny matter more cflential 
•* ferrice than myfelf. '•'.'■ 

" At length 1 was alio fet at" liberty. 
" Perhaps Wificcflaus began again to r'eo- 
•* der hi mfelf feared, and it wis not thought 
•* prtiderit longfer to ill-treat dne of his 
*' fervantsj drperhaps 1 wasconfideredas 
•* a^perfon of too little impoAande to be 
** detained after nny mafter had efcapcd. 
. ** I 'waa no fooner. at large, than I haf- 
•* tcned to Conradftwurg. There I related 
"to the emperor what I had'6orie, and the 
*• difafter th^t had befallen (neibutinftead 
•• of -the praifits I expeifted, ' or> the leafl 
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" token of pity for my misfortunes, I was 
•• received with an air of coolnefs and dif- 
♦* fatisfaftion. My want of addrefs, he 
*' pretended, was the fole caufe of- my 
«• failure. 1 ought to have planned my 
<* fcheme as wifely as Sufanna had planned 
•f hers. It was a difgrace to me to have 
" been furpallcd by a woman. — Such, and 
" more mortifying ftiil, were the reproaches 
•* he made me. 

*• I burned with impatience to fee this 
<* .heroine Sufanna. No one elfe was 
•« talked of at Conradfbourg. I had formed 
**.the fublimcft idtfa of' her: but my ex- 
" pcftations were once more difappointcd.' 
*> Inftead of a beauty, as the was ftyled by 
^*.thc flattery of the courtiers, out of 
•• deference to ,thc emperor, who was dif- 
<* traftedly fond of her, 1. faw a coarfe 
*' ordinary creature, whofc grcateft metif; 
" in the eyes of Winceflaus, I quickly per-' 
*' ceived, confiiled in her complaifance, 
*< which, indeed, was boundlefs. 

" Unable to conceal the contempt with. 
*' which this wobiao Jnfpired me> I fiink 
F.4 
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** grtatly in my nuftei'a opioioD ; belSdfi 
** that, he fomtttroes took it iacofais head 
" to be jealot^ of me. I was tal), young, 
" tolerably well made, aod Madatn Von 
" Baden bad iaid that I was handfome. AH 
" this dirgufted me, and the auachment I 
" ha4hithe»o felt for Wiflccflaus, rapidly 
'* dinainifhcd. 

^* 1 was now become fa little neceflary 
" to the emperor, that I might fpcnd wbole 
*' days in hunttng, wjtbouc being nii0ed 
'* by him. Qn one of.thQit; dty^ bci fell a 
** {ecand time into tbe hARcUoflnse'netaiei. 
*.' I took caic itot to rcft^at oa- liud, ibt int- 
"' prudence ijuo which 1 had faiUen on the 
~ *' former occafion. Meanwhile, the libera* 
** tion of tli£ cmpcFOE wais refolvcd on iff 
'.* my muid} \>vt my niGrtive wts tfac' love 
':* -of glory, for I po fat^r fek eidicr gratr- 
'.*■ lB(fc Or attachoKM. I wai defir«ws only 
** cf rarieving the »p«catiun I had loft by 
'* my firft fucceftlcfs eiMcrprJze, and of 
** wiping away the reproach of having been 
*** furpafied by a. woman. 
. *» Aa I could not bear the idea of being- 
*' in any rcfpeft compared with the dtfpi- 
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•* cable inJftrds of Winceflaus, T rejeftcd', 
•* tht hiftanr thejr prefetattfl ArtnfehrM, 
*• every projeft that tore the leaft rtfcm* 
•* blattce to htrs. ■ Atid yet, iii l^e of my 
*• rei^ognance, fare rfecrCEd, that I fhould 
•^ be reduced t& the necefRty of employing 
•* prccrfely the fame mraw. All the arti- 
*■ fice» I praftiftd to extricate the emperor 
" froiin the tower of ftagQCiWirefruffWed;, 
** and"!! happened, after thc&ne-aftd pairii 
"i had' walled, and money Ihadrpentia 
** comipting his guards, that hewasftid* 
•* denly. rcmoTtd' to Kromlau, where my 
**- eflbrtS to delhrcr him proved' equalfy 
•*■ abortive, iSH I rtfcrted to the expedient 
** 6( Sufiinna,' which I had. fo pofitiTcIy dc^ 
** temiined to avoid 

*■ 1 gmned ortr w my purpofe .» finter-c 
** tnai>< W4 ifowed at* night under the 
♦• WhidS* of the prifon where the emporoi' 
*■ «*s eonfineifi i,'B(jWy chi»*ihdow had: 
» rio b»wj- and rnj» Vdice infortned hlrii 
•• Am wc WA* there tt) affift. his efcapc;. 
*• We f^Jttad a' Targe net en the wiier, and^ 
•* befege*IKs.aiiaji«y tajfc^ HStofelf intd^ 
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" it. This operation we vcre .obliged to 
** repeat for feveral nights tc^ethet;, before 
** tbC; daftardly Wioceflaus- cquld futpmoa 
*' rcfolution enough to takp the leap. Oo 
** the third evening n^ne came to our aidi 
" and it is impoflible to fay whether, it was 
*' his own free wiH,. orthe fumes of intoxiT 
** cation that threw ^im.i^io, our arms. Be 
^* that as It naay. he wfa.O>vf^ • bpc inflead 
".or[haakiog:U9^, he (^rifipUined of his fall, 
•* tefufed the fifherpifjji. (he j^-einjaiid I Jiad 
*' promifed, and would ceitainly have been 
" delivered up to his enenrues by our iiw 
*' teref^ed coiidudor> h^; I, pot appeafed 
" him by fome trifliog, p^^nts, and by 
•• afluring him Hia.1, a^ totbeiTpniajnder of 
"his claim, it was I, not. the emperor, 
*^ whoui he might coQ£der/as this debtor. 
■ r *' This pron^fe,; onoi^t pW. fatisfied 
** the filhermafl. ,. WificfiUf^s, .ope wpuld 
^ foppofe, .n>u(li ^ave be^n ffiofu&cd to find 
V the word of one.- ^.hj? fervants hfve 
*' more weight t^n his own;: but hediC- 
^covered no; fuch fentiment. , He rubbed 
*^ bis amis and £dei) .and gnio^^led ^nd 
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.«* moaned over his pains till w« reached the' 
** oppofite bank of the river. ' ■ 

'* I delivered him into the hands of 
*' Sufanna, who nurfcd him for two. or 
" three days, when he found himfelf per- 
" feftly recovered. It was then he flrft 
" thought proper to return mb fome flight 
*' acknowledgment for the fcrvice 1 had 
«' rendered him. 

" ' Hemran.'ftidihe to mej'Iam fatlj- 
« fled with thytonduft. Thou haft ha* 
" the ikill to catch in thy net the greatell 
•■ fith in the empire. If thou eanft fpread 
« it fo ai to take alfo mjt enemies,,! will 
"k)ad thee with favours,' and thoo ftalt 
" have no fatthemeea to be a fifliernian." 

-*" I perfeAlf twderftood :what..wa» 
** nwant by this figurative language; I* 
« begged time'lo confider of.it, avowing, 
" however, lo hU majcfty, that 1 waainore 
•• inclined to open w«t, thin focret: mn- 
•* noeuvres.. ■' 'r or . .. / 

" In the mean time We hafl everyday 
•• defcrters from Prague, «hO'Wfbr(ned:u« 
« that it was fetioufly iutcilded tO;««acK 
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** Coiira^Ding, s» it wtki by t» meant 
*■ likely, after wbtC had bi^pcscd, tfaar 
** Winccflaot would agaia fuSer himfelf to 
** be forprifedout of biacaftk. It appeared 
".aUbj tbK the appointment of a new em- 
** pcror wsa io cootemplatioa; and that 
** the ixf when /Wioccflau* flioold fall 2 
" third lime intD the hands of his enemies, 
** would be that of his death. 

** fcaguft had. a nunerow garrifen. 
f- Not thae ic Vas tiboo^hc necefii^r^ on oar 
*f accoanty whofe ftitogih excited little 
'^apprebeofioBt bin ta oA ag«nft: thoTe 
*f wiio, after the death of WisceOaiu, might 
*• difpute the crown. Every day f«lb . 
*' trDopratrived:.ia. the city, aod w« wero 
** teld that than was. IbcatJy; mpofled a 
*t confidcrable nidbrcemeni: from Hun- 
*f gaty,' fent-by king Sigifmond. 
r ««':^ftnond; WM: th«; brother of Wju- 
*f ee&tisia^ntiAt. on his dffnife without chil* 
" dren, heir to the crown of 6ohenia< 
^^ XhflHg^ this w«9- f*i$cAftBe, far the em- 
V.pBF«T tp' }^e himt y^t were. the fenti- 
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«* nalt bii brother's enmity, ekfier hj 
«» atcein{>ting his life, o^ Icising t»s throne ? 
"and it appears, that, ia conft-aiing to 
*' slfift the d^ffatiafied fubjeAs of Wincc^ 
** lias, hts view was to enable them to 
" check jhe career of bis dilfipatioo, and 
'^^ pveferibe tcrmf to him on.fthicb he 
<* fbotild fiilt be pernutted to reign, k 
** feems too, that Si^foiond was igooriuif 
** of the iU intentions of the Beboiuanf 
*' towards their maftcr. 

** I had heard eoougb of the kio^ of 
**■ Hungary to form this opiJiion'of hiacha^ 
** raAer, and 1 fortunately broi^bt orer tb« 
•* emperor to the, fame way of d^iiifciflgt 
** He accordingly relbtvcrd to WEilctoihfm, 
** and dem^ his affiftaacc. This«a»hii 
J* ktCCT : ' 

** ' And are yeu alio againft nw ? Oh.t , 
** think of our father. Wreft bdi from mc 
** what was given me by bira. Ec^pJoy. doi 
** yojur power in favour of my enemies^ ^ut 
" employ it ntlur to iave an lufcctuufi* 
*' brothM,' 
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" " Tlie court of Winceflaus was then fo 
•• defcrtcd, (o deftiiote of pcrfons of con- 
*' fidcration, that he wasobliged to confide 
** to me, a page of feventecn, the delivery 
" of thil important letter. I believe, how- 
" ever, that few would have executed the 
" office . better. I was to fopply, by coin 
** verfation, what he dared not cotnmit to 
*^ papery and the warmth wkh which I 
** pleaded my'mafter's caufe, made ftich an 
*' tmpreffion on Sigifmond, that he deter- 
*' mined in favour of Winceflaus. ' A fo- 
** vereign,' faid he, * who has fuch fer- 
** vants, cannot be fo bad as my brother is 
*• reprefcnted.' 

*' Sigtfmond' at length thought proper 
"to make- trial of iViy fidelity, and not 
** being dilTatisfied with me, he lo^de<l me 
•* with hii confidence. Nothing but "my 
•'youth' prevented his'gtving me the com- 
** mand;'of the troops 'which he ftnt to his 
*' brother. He- recommended me, h'ow- 
•* ever, ftrongly to his general, a warrior of 
" no common merit, yet who had the 
** modefiy to alk my advice on th£ order of 
'* our march, and to follow it. 
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"The inhabitants of Prague- had long 
** txpe£le^ the troops pf king Sigifmond, 
*' which they foppofed were to fide with 
*• ihemagaiDft the emperor. Accordingly. 
** ,we gp^ purlelves out far their al|ies 9 
*' nor was i.t till we were in the heart of the. 
•' city,, that wc declared ourfelvcs their, 
** enemies, 

" The taking of the caftle of Wifcherard 
*'_w'as,,in the gct(erai's opinion^ tbeppintqf 
", moit, importance. In the anack rnuch 
<' blotki wasTpilt, but we at latl carried it j. 
« and.thie emperor, who was apprized of all 
*' our nicafures, ,was fufficiently near, ta 
*' cocije, ?t the fitft Sigflnjt- <o tal^& poflpfr 
" r^o(j.Qf .thi«.for^rels,i, ,_ . f; ,, „ 

^ " FroiHihe'battleHficnts of, the caftle he 
<'-fi)ewed hi^felf to the people, with » 
*',nuiperousi train of attendants. .Havings 
V ,re,ftr^ija.ed ^hatjday from d(,inking,|be wa& 
" capable Qf fpei^king .with a certain degpea 
•* of energy I ar\d he was .proclaimed fove- 
" reign anew. He grantt:d a gepcral acv* 
« nefty, and, to confirm, it, the principal 
•• iDhabitan« of th^.city wejc invite^ toiii* 
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" table. My hcirt bc« with joy, when I 
** beheld the preparatKKis for fuch ah enter- 
•• ta'mmenr. For the firft rime rn my lifct 
** thought Winceflaiis great, anrf worthy of 
*■ hi$ rank, fince he was capable of pardon- 
" ing his cDcmies with fiich true magnanU 
•* mity. I threw myfcrf at his feet, «-if to 
** thank him for his mercy to others, I bad 
"always apprehended' fcencs ,of blood,, 
^ Ihould Prague ag^in" fall hito his'ljands ; 
•• and r was delighted at ib agreeably find- 
** ing myfelf miftaken. 

•* The emperor, however, rudely repulf- 
** ed me from himi and called me an effcmi- 
•*nate foo!; it wa»-not till the end of the 
** repaft,. that I begarr to fufpeft what had: 
*• rendered the expreMon of my fteKngs fo 

• difagreeable lo hint. WihcHlaas couldi 
•■ not receive with picafore teftimonies of 
'"gratitude and admiration t>f which he 

* faiew' himftlf fo lictfe deftrTlng. ' 
**"The guefls were fitting' trahquiflyat 

«■ table. Th« wine, wMcti flowed plentiftillj',. 
•^inf^iredthem'with gaiety. Thegoodci- 
*tteeiis 6f Pragiiti', at'theirfove^i^Q'S fe- 
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" queft, poiafed oat to hioi with confidence, 
" the changes they wifhed to fee take place 
" under bis ftirure govefnnwnt. Wincef- 
" laus pTomifcd every thing; and ihefe poor 
•* deluded people, fworc to him eternal 
** fidelity, and a devotion without bounds. 

" The emperor then took his glafs, and 
" drank to the ftability of the peac^that 
*■ hfad juft been concluded. His goefta 
'* pledgrd him : but, alas ! it was the fignal 
** of their death. Twenty fabrcs inftantly 
* glittered behind them. The greater part 
*• fell beneath the murdering fteel, before 
** they perceived rhcmfelves iirdanger, and 
*' the floor was deluged v^ith mingled llreashs 
" of blood and of wine. 

" I^ is impfifltbfe to d'efcribe to you 
" what I felc on this terribte ocCafion. 0e- 
** fpair for an .inftant rendered me motion- 
•• lefs : but fpeedily recovering myfelf, my 
" firft thought was to intreat Winceflaos to 
" ^are thofe unhappy beings*, my fecond 
" to fland np in their defence. Then rt- 
«' fleAing, that ncitfiCT' of thefe fteps eotrld 
*' f»e them* and havhtg bcMd an hooeft 
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" old man of fourfcor«i whonri I bad always 
" refpe^cd for his venerable appearance, 
" murdered, by my. fide, I. felt fenfelefs on 
" the fioor. My agitatioDi my furpnze, 
*' my defpair, were too great to be reGltcd.. 
" I was young too, and though I had Teen 
** the blood of an enemy flowing in battle, 
" I had never beheld that of the innocenc 
" fhed at a feall. Do not; Ipugh at my 
** weaknefs : I was forced to fink under 
*' it." 

** Why," cried Mynflcf^ "attempt itk 
" juftify yourfcJf ? WhaB would defcrve- 
" praife, jf your conduA od that occafioi- 
•' could be blamed ?" 

" And yet blamed it was; Wincefiaut 
'* treated me as a weak and pufillanimous 
*' being, terrified at the fightof blood ; and 
*• for three days I was forbidden to appear 
" at court. 

"I ardently wi (bed, never to fee again. 
" that cavern of murderers. My heart wai' 
*f completely alienated from the empergr; 
•;* and Umparted to the commander of the- 
*• Hungarians* the only perfon who vifired- 



s^d J, Google 



OF UNNAi i»5 

" roerfIufjngn>y-coi»fiT^eincofc.tbiedefi(;c' !■ 

'.'/.hififlHifter. , . :..;i i: ., - 

•' That brave foldier, who loved iile,' 
** dOunfpUed me io::ron«iin at the couttof 
«* Bwbeini^t , .*.Y0Mvbflhold.'faid he, 'what 
** %s ig^iSsd f/itji a. 10^ rigid ej'? : rea^c^ns of 
** fiuc,'mf\\fi/.,fm^y, aQioDs tbati hai/e an 
^' appc^raoiqe o^ i^jufticc. It. was iiiaman-' 
'* netr incif ol^ble the emperor fliould let the 
VTc^^^goiyhQliy unpuniflied.* 
. ■*': I j^de,.a .Ipog rpeech ia defenice of 
" nijfiopiijio^ (.10 which my fFiend anfwer- 
*f ed only ,by his flbeQe^; and I O^m too 
*' platnlyvtlfjtttl^e world, andeven, the tnofl: 
** enlightened part of It, thought of certain 
*' gutters very dififerfijtly . from inexperi- 
" enced inpocence. . 

*' My confidence, in the general at length 
".determined roe to parc^on Winceflaus an 
" aftion of which I had no right to confti- 
" tute myfclf the judge. He advifed me tp 
*'re-eftablifli myfclf in the emperor's favor, 
** Ihould he be difpofed to.receive me as b^- 
*' fore; to turn to advantage tlic influence I 
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•• bad over him, and not forftk, By t pre- 
** ripitaic tttnar, the recompense due tome 
" for the important fervice I had rendered 
«* bim. 

" The time^ of my confimment, ifbicli 
** I would williRgly hffve prolonged^ being 

* expired, I agaia appeared at coort The 

* klndnefs with which thremperof reeciTeJ 
« me, attached me ro him afrefii i and the 
** decree corrdemntog thoO^ who bad been 
" killed havmg been madepubliCvIrefelr- 
** ed to drive from iay mittd eveff rcinem- 
** brance of that hti) night, that I might 

* not relapfc rnto doubt *hietber ihey were 
"juftlf orunjoIHypiiftydeaA'. ■ 

" Winceflau* ftemed to hart changed 
** hi» way of Irfe^ and to-coiidiift hJnAK 
*' better than he had herctofbrtdoite. He 
•• remained for days together freefJom in- 

* loxrcatron. HJs bottle cbmpanion, the 
" ptiiicc of Ratibor, who was'dttefted by 
♦* the people, remained at ConrJKJftjourg ; 
** neither Sufanna nor any other of his mif- 
*f treflcs appeared j and a marriage was talk- 
** cd of with Sopfiia, daughter of the duke of 
•* Bavaria. 
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•* The whole country W88 r<joic«d at the 
*• l«ier reloJotiop of the emperor, ertff 
" perloo faocyii^f that a virtuous fpoufe 
** would cocnpleie the rerormation tbtt ms 
•'begun. Foi my part, I felt joyfcii like 
*' others <la[ed with hope, and was attached 
** anew to/vudt my maficr. I faw him liire 
" IB a manner fo dilierent fioni what bad 
" formerly 4ifpleafed me, that I fwoie ne- 
** ver to quit him : an o^h which I may 
** break without oHending my confcience, 
,** £ncf my hopes are coaipletely deftroyed. 

** Sophia, the chtrsifqg> the vkcuous 
"Sophia, is isdeed become our em[nrel9 ; 
** but how Jlight are the traces of refonni- 
" tJ^nihewasezpeAedtottorkl Onthevc- 
** ly dajr of the wedding, the prince of Rui- 
'* bor again made his appeftranpe; andwitit 
" him all the ancient habits of debaacber]r. 
** He was foon followed by the worthleb Su- 
'Mjtnnit. Winceidaus had :the«wKhk6 ef- 
'•.fronte;^ W pfcfww hw IttSfil^^BO htswrfe 
a-,-^j3 Muaflerl I iJouJd «di you «f 
V i£ettet-.*^aapl«rc, oo&f«ii)tteiSQ{&wtl- 
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. " But of whatam I thinking ? my bufinefs 
** is to relate my own> not her adventure* 
" But I am not arrived at the clofc of my 
** recital, at the moft important events of 
" my life. The appearance of Ida, the love 
" I conceived for her, my confequent un- 
** happinefs,thc neceffitylamunderofquit- 
- ** ting her : O my father ! all this yoo are 
" acquainted with, and I have nothing tfiore 
" to inform you." 

" You have forgotten to mention the re- 
" ward, which your matter owed you for the 
" important fervice you rendered him,' and 
" for which your friend the Hungarian ad- 
*' vifcd you to wait at Prague." 

** The m&niier in which you ' fpcab 
« proves fufficieotly what you think. '■ I re- 
i" member, indeed, that bnce, in a 'fie of 
.** drunkennefs and gratitode, Iwas promifcd 
*' the firft vacant grand Befof the empire, a 
" proinife in which I could- place n& great 
'" confidence,' as the gift was diuch too coD> 
'•* fiderabl* for me.^ I therefore modeftly 
"declined- if, and contentetimyfelf with 
** aflting an honourable croploymcDC in the 
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« army^. Infteadctf that I obtained thepal- 
" try place of a chamberlain, which, as it 
" was the firft favour I received, will in all 
"probability be the laft. But no : the title 
** of knighr, and the perhiiffion to go and 
•* fcek my fortune' wherever I pleafe, are 
.** furely to be reckoned as fomething." 

This cbnverfadon was followed by a long 
filence. Munfter and his young friend 
icemed totally abforbed in thought. At 
length Herman firfl Ihook off his melan- 
choly) and imparted to the good citizen his 
intention of entering into the firvice of king 
Sigifmond, to whom he was known, and at 
whofe court was his friend, the Hungarian 
- general, whom Herman did not know co lie 
one of the chiefs of the empire. * 

Munfter approved of this defigri,' arfd 

promifed to give him forefquirc, an'old ind 

faithful domeftic, who had formerly fervrfd 

\ in the army of Sigifmond j and thus they 

Separated for the evening. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THE day of Herman's departure anired. 
He bad paid all tbofe tedious vifits of cere* 
mony, which are requifite on fuch an occs- 
fioD. One only remained for bun to make, 
but that of .all others the mofi diftreffing, 
the vi&t he owed to the family of Muofter. 
He had to take leave of the good old citizen 
and his wife ; he was once more to &e Ida, 
for her father had promi&d.it^ and to im- 
print upon ber chtek his &-0, perhaps his 
laft fatute. 

Half intoxicated with pleafure, he tt- 
ja'irtd to the habitation of his miftrefi. 
Muofter recciTed him at the door, and led 
him to the parlour, intreating him to^rccol- 
U& himielf, and to ipare the feelings of his 
daughter. Ida was the firft ok^&. he pcr- 
■cdvcd. He trembled ae he appro«ch«d 
her. Her palenels, bv eyt^ brimful of - 
teafs, almoft tempted him to believe that 
the idea of feparation was as painful to her 
as to bimfelf. For a time they were both 
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filent. Her,«y«9 were caft on the groundi 
his feemed as if they would (levoar a bclored 
obje<a> the longer to retain its remem-* 
brance. 

*• My cbiWwn,** tried Munfterj " d» 
*' not thus rend my heart, and 'augment 
** your own fuffcriflgi ; embrate quickly, 
" and bid each other ftdieu." 

Herman drew near to kifs tlte chnk t^ 
Ida, who received hii ftlute withaH th* 
■niodefty cnflomary ia thoTo clays' tritll 
young women. He took the courage tii 
pafs his arm roond the neck of hh mi&ttti't 
hei's involuntarily opened-; Ihe prifled 
him to her heart, and an adieu, teridii'. as 
ever lover received, eftraped from heHKps; 
Her father made -a BghV Ida difchg^'ged 
herfclf from the youBginart's embrace, "gave 
him a Iftfl, e Hngerihg loc^t ai^ wi&dreW, 
.her cheeks humiBg with tloflies, to hci* 
«j«rtinentt ' ' ' '.' * ' 

MajftSB, pertWlly befeflc hhnfelf wWn 

hri raiflrefV had dHapptaited, paid no attdn- 

tltm to «*at Mtfnftiir Mdiiflfei to ^iinfi. 

Hm ^ twin WB ffltati btrt prftfently 

Vol. I. G 
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Herman, recovering himfelfi aflced if he 
were noc to fee the nnotSer of Ida, and take 
Jeave alio of her. Munftcr acquiefced; 
and (he immediately entered. She had pur- 
pofely waited, in the hope of being able, at 
laft, to execute part at Icaft, of a defign Qie 
had long refolved upon. .Her countenance 
exprefled more anxioufnefs than forrow, 
and fhe appeared attentively to obferve her 
huiband, in order tQ feizc the (irft oppor- 
tunity of fpeaking a few words, unper- 
ccived, to Herman. At length Munller 
having turned for a moment towards the 
lyifldow, flie whifpcred to our hero. — " How 
•? unl^icky," faid ftie, ** that you have ne- 
V ycTj aweinpted to fpeak to me in pri- 
*',,vate ! I bad fo many things to tell you !" 
Munftcr turned round to make fomc 
trifling remark, and the converfation broke 
off. , llerman^asi^ no hurry to take leave, 
hoping CO learn fbme of the fecrets of Ida's 
mother. The old gentleman being afked 
for, probably by his wife's ordfrs, was 
O^^d to go out of the room -, and, the 
.moment he Ibuc the door, fhe exclaimed : 
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, " O fir ! one day, one luigle day more,,! 
- " inireac you ! I have paid a vifit to the 
" emperor ip behalf of Ida: you muft 
** fecond u3, you muft remind him that he 
-*'.owes me afavpar, Which he has promifed 
**,ilat to fcfufc.**- - 

She; would have faid moFc, but her huf- 
: band returned ; and though Herman ftaid 
' yet three tedious hours, Manfter ftfrred noc 
ifroQi him for ao iriftsnt, and' his curioQty 
-remained unfatisfied. ; 

".Xou ^omifed me, my-dcar Munfterj" 
:raid thie j*oung knight, as'he'rofe to take 
leave, " -a faithflil attendant. In that 
" expcflation I have difmifled all my do- 
*' meftics^ and I -am anxious to fe£ my fu- 
■*' ture efiiuirc." 

Muniler went. out to call old-Andfew. 
This was a golden oppoVtunity which the 
wife failed not to embrace.—*' Ida is not 
"our daughter," faid flie in, a low voice, 
— " I am otUy He'r nurfe. Offended love, 
," andthe dread of leavingher ia the hands 
** of a mcleed ftepnrother, induced me—'* 
The Kt\axr of the old gentleman prevented 
.. .iGa- ' 
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her from finilhing faer diToovcry^ attdroon 
after appeared the dofflcfttc, who fwore 
fidelity to bis youug mafter> asd obtainrd 
from him, in return, the proraife of oKvtr 
being ibandooed bf hhn i but on the coti- 
trary^ if fortune proved fskvdurabk to Her- 
man* that he would 'make his iMd age com- 
foftaUc to him : a promife which the 
young knrghc would aflUredljr have made 
with ftill greater cotdialtty, hsd he betn 
capable ofnoticing the ingenuous and trufiy 
tountcnalicc of his ntw valcc, and the 
warmth with vriacU he entered into his 
engagement » but. in truth, his mimi w»s 
at thflt time otherwke occupied. He 
thought of nothing but the extraordinary 
intelligence he had heard ft'om.Mrs. Mun- 
fter, aAd hil only ooocem was to know 
more on the fiibjeft, or td learo, at leaft, 

, the name of Ida's parrats. 

AU Wis hopes ikpend^tM the cndnrace 
be Wat toreodve from Mrs. Munfter. In 
fafJH (he hekl him n lot^ titne in >her arms, 
and had evbnwhi^rod. in his cor: *' (ht 
" is the dangbter of ike doaat trf *«*--,'' 

. when Mutafter interfered. 
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" What are you dmag ?" crifd he, with 
a fmilc, as Kc parted them. •* Do you 
" think, young man, that embraces like 
*< theie are not enough to maks me 
•*• jealous ?" 

Heiman was vexed : and anfwered the 
otd gentleman with a degree of it) hamocr, 
perceiving) at the faaie time, traces of a 
flmJUr fennmein in the eyes of his friend. 
icwa*, indeied, highly improbable, th»t a 
mafi of fo much penetiMion fliould not 
ha.ve pefoetvcd- fomething of what was 
CfldtavouKd to be coucealed ^wn hun. 

They pftited tbcM : and the various Ten* 
tiawntsthat occupied tbdv natiuU, as fur> 
prtfe, di&pnteat, and 4if*ppoiQted hop^, 
icarcelf left room for ihe entraiice of iov- 
row ; fe thai at the tnoiBCOt of taking leave, 
a moaicnt fo much dreaded, there was doc 
a Ilngle tear flicd. 
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CHAPTER XIT. 

HERMAN mounted his horfc, iud 
gallopped full fpeed out of the city. So 
.many different thoughts diftrafled his at- 
tenttoD, that he perceived neither the 
length of his journey, nor the approach of 
night. He did not even anfwer the quef- 
tion of old Andrew, who afked where he 
meant to take up- his. lodging. The kifs 
he had rfceived from Ida, which could 
leave him no doubt of her lovej the ncwi 
of her noble birth, fo delightfully flattering 
tohisvanrty'; the uncertainty of her name} 
.were ample fubje£l:s for his ^ profoundeft 
meditation. He thus, entitely -forgot the 
bufinefs he hsd undertaken for Mrs. Mun- 
fter, the vifit thc-^honcft city dame had paid 
to the emperor, the promife of which he 
was to remind him, and on account of 
which he had been fo urgently prefled to 
remain at Icaft one day longer at Prague. 

It is impofiible for us to fay, how the 
thought recurred to himj but it is certain, 
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thac on a fudden be began to confider 
where he was, and, feeing night coming onj 
and Prague at a great diftance, he was en- 
raged at his forgeifulncfs. 

*' Let us inftahtly go back,'' fatd he to 
his fcrvanr, turning about his horfe at the 
fame limc— " I have a comnniffion to the 
" emperor, the execution of which is indif- 
*' penrable, I have — — ." 

Andiew had already more than onctf 
fufpefted, that Herman was not pcrfeftly 
inhiafcnfcs; and his fufpicions were con- 
firmed, when he perceived the ivarmih with 
which tie. fpoke, the want of connect ion in 
what he faid, and his eager and perturbed 
looks. 

Our knight,' however, retufncd by the 
way he had corae, with fuch expedition; 
thac Andrew loft fight of him, before he 
had time to confider what medfOres were to 
be taken ■ for the cute of his unhappy 
mailer. 

To follow and overtake him, was the 
moft ncceflary ftcp for th« prtfent. And 
this he accordingly effefted, 'refolving not 

G4 
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to lofe bim again from his Oght, that be 
might always havt an eye on his aftions. 

Our hiiloj-Ua does not iaform us of the 
hour at which Hernun arrived at Prague 
per of the time when his irufty efquire dif- 
car-ded the falTe opinion he had conceived 
of hitn. Be that as it may, every ihtog 
Cpnfpired to prolong and incceafe our hero's 
impatience. To go to court that eveoiDg, 
c[ rather that night, was impoSiblc. In 
the mornifig he learnt, that the einpcroi 
liad.fet off the night before forCoaradf- 
^u^rg. ImmeiUytely he repaired thitber, 
f ^d was given to uaderftand that be w« 
gone to Kmmlau. There Herman was not 
more foitunate. He was told of feveral 
other pUe«, to wbich he repaired with 
fiqiiVf fucccfs. At lafl;, after travelling 
three or four days to no pnrpofe, he re- 
turned toConradAKiurg, which Wincellaus 
bald never quitted^ But all bis attempti 
were vain to gain admittance to thofe, to 
whom he had fornocrly! U> eafy accefs. 
^very door was (but againft him. Obliged 
to rclinqui& his purpofe of executing bin- 
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felf, the comtniSioD that brought fiim back, 
be eiuniflcd it to one of his aodeot friends 
4t cQMTt, who at length deigned to fee him. 
The courtier prooiifcd to execute it wuh 
puni5tuatity, and forgot it (h« next monaent, 
Heripan again took his w«y to Hungary. 
The extraordUiairy circumftanccs that ha(} 
^y trft exc)f«^ (ueh firofig emotions, he- 
came fwniliar to h>m> «n4 he began to tarn 
kJA. a|t«ntioa to s^ifiT 4jbyf&$, Andrew^ tm, 
bis paft, diff:9ye(ed, that hrs m^Acr had ' 
in reality, . as.muich feofc at other .meoj, 
and that. hi» heart was as^purc a^s ^hat of aa 
angel, ; ^9 genftlf nefs aed afial^Uty gained 
Hk9. fo .w^)ftte}y the afic^ion of tus old 
tfqvire» ^q tW:W04ld haye facxifieed hi» 
bh foi^un;^ coafequeotly HertiuMi had 
juft reafon to helicve, that he would noc 
icfufe hlfp.a'le&imfioctaot fervice. 
...Qur young knighl wai oot ifpiorant thftf 
Afi4F-M.i\s^^lcCi4sd for m^ny , years in cha 
fimiiy of Munfler. Jt was poffible^ tb^t ho 
ff^igbt b* iK^uainf:^ with I4^!& ^irth % tfid^ 
HCWEdmgiy, Hcfi^k I(»S«hfeWf<i>Tw from 
bMRI wM:he |bjipy!;9£ Che. in^ftci. Put 
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cither he had nothing to communicate to 
him, or Munfler had been too prudent to 
give him a Servant, capable of difclofing to 
his new mafter, the fecrets of him whofe 
fervice he had quitted. 

The fame deprelEon of fpiriti, which 
Herman experienced from his difappointed 
hopes, prevailed at Prague in-the houfeof 
Monfter. The old gentleman was dif- 
plcaftd'wtth his' wife, and regretted the 
abfcnceof his yoting friend^ though he.ftill 
retained a little anger againft him. Ida 
wept for her dear. Herman', but dared' not 
let her tears be' perceived ' -by a!»y eye, but 
her's whom Ihe called her' 'mdt&<J^. And 
Mrs.^ Monfterdaily exjlwa^d to beftnt 
for to court, to. be afk^'What (he 
wanted: but expeifted it in'vain. — "He 
•• muft have forgotten me,*' faid- (he to 
herfelf, a little out of humours -"he muft 
* furclyhaVe departed without' executing 
'•'my'commiffion. Yet he wasTeen ai 
»' Prjtgue thedkyaf^crhis takiBg-ieaveiif 
**' us. ■He'w^"'&eB' 9\(&'-kt Conradfbourg, 
•''wher* the~cin^r6i'r<!fldei. - -LetusbBvi 
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•* a little patience: when Winceflaus re. . 
•• turns, all will go well." 

Winceflaus returned: but- the honeft 
citizen's wife was ItiU not fenc for. Days, 
weeks, months, piiiredawa)r: at length flic 
refolved to take a-.ftep, which (he was fure' 
would not only gain her accefs> but be pleaf- * 
ing to the emperor, and obtain for her 
what (he deTired. 

One day, in Munfter's.abfence, having' 
put on her Sunday attire, ihe took from 
their private treafure, which Ihe had helped 
her hufband to bury, two hundred crowns 
of gold, which were at leaft half what they 
poflefledi Then reflcAing for a moment,- 
whecher it would not be an affront to the 
emperor to offer him fuch a trifle, and 
whether flie had not better give him th9 
wholes that (he might be certsb of futvefs,- 
flie at laft added to the fum fifty crowns 
more, which (he had herfelf hoarded up % 
and thus equipped, fhe i^t but for court. ■- 
The memoirs before us, relate not the 
manner in which (be jdeliveredL her prefent 
to the emperor, ifor cbe/jtvotfj- .fiie fuppU- 
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catod. With rcl^cA to the Utter, ho^nrtr, 
fotnetbing may be inferred from the refule 
of her vifit : and at tn the former, it rs 
fvifGcicntly knownj that it wc^uired no great 
fkill to avoid woanding the delicacy of 
'WinceOaus, and previul oa him to receive 
the price of a favour foltcited. 

■ Ida faw her mother go out atid return. 
Her holiday cloaths, her anjuuus and em- . 
t^rrafied couhtenanee at her departate, 
and her air of .triumph when fhe came 
bac^, flruckkcr: but flie enquired not the 
leafon* The remembrance of Herman 
TOO powerfully engaged her mind, for her 
to take concern in any thing eife. 

^ " Wilt you never have done veefung J** 
i^id "her idoiher to her on* afnrnooo, as 
ihcy weve at work together. " My daugh- 
V t«F, mydrardaughicr, folitttdenourifiies 
"*• yowr ferrow, and I muft devifc fbme 
* jtne^ns ;»f drawing you from it, if i would 
.*• net «fojf«e eo Iflfi you for ever.** 

** Oht permit mc ftiU to live i» foli-^ 
M tud^:** cried tda, sK t^efem^timewi^og 
b«( ^t wok' ottc lljuid, whjlft.tht othei 
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prefled that of her mother to her heart. 
'* Whie Ibci^ty can I prefer to the tranquil 
•* repofc I enjoy wkh the moft indulgent of 
" mortieFs, to whom lam permitted to on- 
" bofora my gtiefs ?'* 

*' Not the company of the young wo- 
** men, who are fo ready- to ftyle ttenv 
" felves your acquatntaocei 1 grant: but 
** if I could place you in a fphcrc;, where 
*' you would be fwifounded by aU ibat i» 
*'■ handfomc and accomplifiied, and wherp 
'( you would, nocwithftandtng, be«r awajr 
•* the palm I would you not be pleaftd- 
" with it, Ida ? There you would not 
** think lb often of your Hefm^n; m if yon 
" did, your thoughts wQuIti beenliffeQed 
•* by hope, and the remtmbraocet ©f iim , 
" would coft you fewer tewj." > ' 

** I drfirc noE, my dear mother, wbat m 
** impoffibie : aU my wiflies sac coofiped 
" to being the- ornament of yonr hoofei 
** fince ytni ate pleafcd fo tc tlilt^ niA.*^ 

" But fuppoic yoa werer dcAin«d. to Ut4 
•* n couxt I" ■:■.'•- 

. *'TbaDklie»te«, luDnmJt .. ' 
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" If the emprefs, for example, were to 
*' admit you as one of her maids of honour, 
*' wobld that be fuch a misfortune ?" 

" O that incomparable woman !"-faid 
Ida, kifling the lock of Sophia's halr/which 
flie always wore about her neck, in a purfe 
of gold "net -work, " Yes, to Terve her, to 
" fee her every day, to be beloved by her, 
" would indeed be a thing ." 

" Which you would ardently deiire? 
" Well, then ! congratulate yourfelfj your 
** w)(hes are accomplifhed. To-morroiv, 
" perhaps, you will quit this life of ob- 
** fcurity, which fuits ycu lefs than you are 
*• aware. You will be fent for to court: 
" you will aflbciate with the daughteri of 
" the noblell families in the country : and 
" you have nothing to do> but to cenfider 
« yourfelf as their equal, and forget that 
" you have hitherto been regarded as our 
\* daughter." 

** What 1 my dear mother," esclaimed 
Ida, riling hafitly from her feat : *' forget 
" you! forget my birth ! enter into a.rank 
** that docs not belong to me I— Sorely you 
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" wi(h to try me. No : your Ida is not fo 
" vain s (he is not fo unftiindful of her 
** duty. Do- not draw fuch inferences 
*' from the words that efcaped me. The 
** empicfs is fkr left deaf to me thaji you, 
** nor would I exchange your compjiny for 
** Kki's." Thusfaying, the lovely Ida affec- 
tionately threw her arms round ihe neck of 
the perfon whom (he fuppofed to be^h^r 
mother i wfciltf the latter melted into tears, 
preOed her to her bofcm, and, fobbing, 
declared hcrfelf unworthy of fuch render- 
nefs; an expreflion which _affli"fted the 
jrouo^ matdeoj fbr flie did not compr^hejid 
it fo fully, as the reader. . . . 
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CHAPTER Xlir. 

THE day fabftqutiit to this cooTerik- 
tion, Munftertame home about ncKm, quite 
out of bre&th. Pale, and shnoil tR&ri&ed 
he flung biinl«Lf into a chstFt and for z 
while paid no attention to the quefttotu <^ 
bis wife, who rrpeatrdljr aAicd him what 
was the matter. . 

"O Maria!" cried be, at laft: « fud» 
** news, fuch nneUncboly newt i you wilt 
*' indeed be aftoniftied; but will yoa bo 
** reafonable enough ta hear it, with as 
** much compofure as I did ? I am juft come 
*' from cburt. The emperor fent for me 
** about Ida ; he wifhcs to take her from m i 
** he wilhes her to be one of the maids of 
** honour to the emprefs." 

" Is that the melancholy news ?** 

" God knows the reafon of this favour, 
" as it is termed ! But much was faid of 
*' Ida's beauty^ and the reputation Ihe en- 
** joys : for my part I have never had any 



Hid J, Google 



OF UNNA. 14? 

** opinion of your repmabk maidens. C&n- 
" ii be on account of her good qualities, 
" that (he is fought aftcr^— — <-Ali, wife, 
** wift! of what irreparable folly wert thou 
** guilty, in exhibiting her co public view 
'" the Day of All Saints !'* 

** And what, 1 pray, would you propofe 
•* to yourfeir by^ keeping her always in this 
*• obfcurity. Is (he your daughter ? Do 
«* you mean to make her the wife'of fome 
** honiely citizen like ourfelves i O .niuft 
" a youth of her own rank eonie and force 
** our locks and bolts to take her away t 
•* Tfou h»ve ftot away tbc woriiKy HeriBaf>>- 
" and it It likely jov &ould give a hcttier 
•• recrptioa to anaiher ? Are wc never i» 
« think of rcftoring to her that of which we 
** have deprived herf" 

*' Jf'^ Maria J we ? You well know who 
*• it was that did it. You yourfelf perpe- 
*' trated the deed. I would have diOiiadcd 
*' you, and I confentodto your wiihcs at 
*» laft, OBly becaufc I muft otherwifc have . 
" loft you. You recollect how you (hatched 
" the infant froito myarmsjwhcn I was going 
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** to carry her back lo the count. * Deliver 
" ui up both,' you faid, ' or deliver op 
*,* neither of us : where (he is, I will be : I 
" canopt leave her alone in the hands of the 
** new countcfs/ But Ida had a father : he 
" would have been her protcftor. 

*• Thefe reproaches however, came too 
** late; and I acknowledgethai the only part 
" that remains for us, is to endeavour to 
" compenfate to her what ftjc loft io 
** being taken from her parents. — Thii ' 
*' it a-duiy we owe not<only to Ida^ for 
" having deprived her of- the rank to which 
** Ihewasborni batalfotottifttout>t>though, I 
** probably, he has not dnce mi&d her 
*• amongft the children of his tvew fpoufe." 

" For my part I have no other defire but 
" that count Everard fhould fonieday learn, 
" that the child he-'fuppofes to be loft, is 
" ftill alive : but I own, it would pieafe me, 
*' that he Ihoutd not be informed of this, till 
'* we have procured her a fortune equal to 
*' her birth, without his alTiftance, and with- 
** out dilclofing her naaic. And on this 
*' account 1 cannot but regret, that you 
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** counteracted all my fchemes with regard 
** to Sir Herman of Unna." 
- *' Have you forgotten then the infult 
'* count Evcrard received from this family ? 
•* Old Bernard of Unna w^s one of the chief 
" pf ihe knights of St. Martin : never will 
" the count pardon him the affair of Wif- 
" baden." 

** But, is the con fen t of count Everard 
" neccfl'ary 10 Ida's happlnefs ? Hadwc» as 
•* I advifed, placed her in the rank which 
" is her diie, every other difficulty would 
" have vaniflied. Our wealth would have 
**.compenfatifd for'Hcfman's poverty :'his 
" bravery would have roufed him to diftinc- 
M tion, and all my wifljes would have been 
'* accomplilhed. But alas' ! you have def- 
" troyed my deareft hopes ! Hcrmah is gohc^ 
" and I rauft now for'm hew projects," 

"New projtftsl—— Hear mine, Maria. 
** We have long been bewildered in the ma- 
" zes of error : let us for, once follow the 
" diredt line of tfijth,: it is the eafietl, ^hc 
" 010ft fccure. Let us wait-till count Evcf* 
•' rardVdifpute y('n^ thcimpcriar.eitie^ "be 
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" ttrrainated. Itcanoocbe long. HewiH 
** then retire to his country feat, and will 
' *' have Icifurc to enjoy, with tranquillity, 
*• the pleafing furprife I am preparing for 
** him. 1 Will fei off with Ma, I will carry 
" with me all the proofs of her birth. I 
*• will prefcnt myfcif before himi, and fay, i 
'* * my lord, this is your dayghicr. Such 
•• and fuch rcafons induced us to take her ; 
" away from you. We have been guilty of ' 
'* a fault : but confider the perfon wc reftore 
" to you. That little infant, feeble and 
*• ficjtly, what would havtbccomt o{ hec, in 
" tbcmelanchjolyfituatifiiqiVwkichyftUthcD 
•' were ? We briflft htr to yon, hcAitby, 
" beautiful^ and. accoRiptiOtod.'-'-r— What 
•* think you, Maria,? ^iil poi Ida's appeal- 
*' ance enftire our pardon i" , 

** Our pardon iodctd ! for what in rw- 
*' lity ought 10 obtain us ttianRs. But what 
** fignlfies difputing about.what has, or what 
*' might have happened, when we know 
•« what will in realiry take place. Ida is go- 
•* ing to Hve at court. If Herman, though 
" frparttcd from her, retain'-Ms. fidelity, be 
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" wilUnd her there. Ifhedonot.hei'beau- 
" ty mil aBraft otlief adrtiircrs, and place 
*' her in a rank fuitable to her defcent, with- 
•* 'oot bur going to humble ourfclves "before 
** ccMwc Everaha.** 

** MaPiajMnria." cried Munttef, )ttoking 
ftcdiafljy ift hw face: "from ytmt words, 
** a pawftil 'glcftin of Irght flalfhts on my 
** niindi 1b it poinble, that you can have 
« had any concern in ati evbnt that To tnucb 
** ^tSSflM ? Is i( poffibte, ytra can have 
** .procured, by female artifice, Ha's reitto- 
•' val TO iCOurt ?" 

" And fuppofing I have; what mighty 
«• crime woiiW ii be?" 

Thefe Word's produced farther Interroga- 
tiom \ ihek interrogitions the open avowal 
Bf tvcry flep (he had taken tri procure the 
iiitxtfi of her projeft ; 'and this avftwaU fuch 
a qUafrre), i»s hkd never taken place Ance 
iheiftnarrmge. It wjs a long time before 
Mtt. Mttnfter coitldt by her rears, her pray^ 
ersyatid-a true or f<Hgti^d pebitertce, tbake 
sny. impwfficHi oh her irritated lidfband ; 
atid4UllKtfibaedat'lail, it^ the conver- 
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fion of hrs rage into bitter reproaches, and 
remonftrances on the probable eficfts of 
her iticonfiderate conduA. 

•' I know not," faid he, *' whether you 
** have been itnprud6ntrB.ough,tocxciteao7 
'' ruf[»cion conccrDiiTg the birth of this 
** young Woman : but this I can tell you,* thai 
*• (he never will be regarded as what Ihe ij, 
*• unlefs her father publickly acknowledge 
'* her for his daughter. On the other hand, 
*' if fhe appear at court, as a fimpJe citizen's 
** daughter, neither her btauty, nor her vir- 
•* tue, will prefcrve her frofn hatred and 
** caUicnny; and even fbould thecmprefs be 
*' defirous of protefting her, flie will always 
*' be defpired ; till at laft, the jealoufy of 
" her companions will drive her from a fitu- 
** ation in which you have placed her, 
** without being able to maintain her in it. 
*' The corcupt manners of the court of 
*' Winceflaus will be injuriqus both to her 
'.*f innocence, , and her reputation. ' And 
*' know, that your folly will receive a fpeed; 
" and fevere punifliment : you will not long 
*t c^Jpy ^^ plf^fure of feeing your idol, or, 
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•* at leaft, you will not be the immediate 
" fpeitator of what you term her happinefs. ^ 
*' It is currently reported, that the emperor • 
** is about to make a tou^i,ntoWcfl:phalia; 
" the emprefs is to accompany him ; and 
" Ida will certainly not remain at- Prague j 
" unlefs ihe fliall, beforethat, have finifti- 
*' ed her brilliant careerj and be returned to 
" us vilified and defpiled, which is far from 
" improbable." 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

MRS. MUNSTER flied a torrent of 
tears. Her huiband was in the right : the 
laft part c^ his remenftraoce was -what 
aRe£ted her moft. To be deprived of the 
pieafure of fcetng Ida, would indeed be a 
punifhBient ! She tviflied to be able to 
iirdo all Ihe had taken fuch pains to accom- 
plifb, were tt only that Ihe might not be' 
feparatcd from her whom (he .loved more 
tlian all the world befide. But her regret 
was ufclefs; the wilh was too late: that 
very evening the emprefs fent for Ida, and 
flie was informed, that flie muft quit her 
father's houfe immediately, to rcfide at 
court. 

She had always confidered the bints of 
her mother rcfpefting fome future change 
of filuation, as a j?ft. Her furprifc, there- 
fore, was extreme, when ihe received an 
order fo litde expected, the motive of which 
fhe could not conceive, and which fhe 
knew not whether to regard as.a matter of 
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j'oy or of forrow. She felt that Ihe was not 
born for the ftation in which Ihe had 
hitherto lived ; yet there were things in it 
which Ihe could not quit without regret. 
She muft renounce the trahquillity to which 
fhe was fo much attached, a tranquillity 
fo fuitable to-her difpofltion, ta encounter 
the hurry and buftle of the great world : 
Ihe mult abandon the houfe of her parents, 
to take up her abode amongft Grangers. 
Munfter ftw farr irrefolution and pitied 
her. Her fuppoled mother prefTcd'her to 
her bi^om, as ftefpokc to kef of Kap- 
pinefs, of fortune, and aThundred things 
belide, which Idil could not camprehend, 
as it was not judgeii proper to give her the 
' leafi hint of what cohcerned her ' fo nearly. 
Mrs. Munfter, perhaps, would willingly 
have difcloied to her, at this moment, all 
the fecrets of her heart { but her hiriband 
had peremptorily forbidden her; and in 
that, at leaA, flie could not refole obe- ^ 
dience, after the many fleps flie had takea 
without bis permtflioii. — " The k'noWIedge 
*< of her bijth," faid he, •* will be of no 
Vol. I. H 
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" fervice to her { whereas, if fhe rem^ia 
" ignorant of it, her modefiy, her inno- 
" cence, her refervc will be more fecurei 
** a point of the utmoll importance la the 
" daogeroui career (he b about to enter. 
" I could with alfo, that ihe nuy remain 
" perfuaded (he is fcnl for to courrt, with- 
'* out anyioliciMtioD having been made for 
" the favour : it may infpire her with a 
*' kind of pride, that will makeJier anxioui 
** not to forfeit the good Qpbion which (he 
** fuppofes to have been formed of her. 
** It may ha|}pen too, niy. dear Maria," 
faid he, (bftening the ar^iertiy qt the refltc- 
tion by a gentleneft of QMnner, " that at 
*' fome future per't^A <be.maynoc thioii 
" herfeJfobligpdtoy:Quipf thc'imprudeiws 
** of having fHircbafed her (b dangerous a 
** poft, and I imagi[\e yog have no wijh to 
" (ink in tbee^enp.,01 lb virtuoiM a cba< 
" rafter" ■ j^. ! 

Munfter (poke UV . an oracle; wd for 

this tunc htv^ife li^^ened to ht« adrtce. 

The-yout^Iaity departed, after having re* 

ceived a v«ri^ty of £«ft4 telBHt»> the priit- 
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cipal of which confifted in recommending 
to her to follow, on all occafions, ths nailve 
impulfe of her own hooeft and virtuous 
heart, and in cafts of difficulty, lo confulc 
her parents : for the good old citizen had 
fome faith in the proverb, which faySj '^he 
*• that goes flraight on will never lofe his 
•' way." 

Our hiftory does not defcribe the man- 
ner in which Ida was received at coutt: it 
fays only, that the emprefsj.for whom file 
felt fo great attachmentj gave her by no 
means fo Battering a receptiOD, as when fl^e 
faw her, for the firft time, on the day of 
"All Saints. 

Though ■Sophia*s refidence at coutt had 
not been long,* yet it was impoflible to per- 
ceive in her the flighteft trace of that inex- 
perienced young princefs, who, when ftep- 
ptng at once from her convent into the 
great and dazzling world, received impref- 
lions the moft lively from every new objedt, 
and was ignorant of the art of concealing 
jWhat )iie felt. Befides, the 'pfincek of 
ittftibet had inniHcd into her a certain 
1 H2 . 
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re(^cA for her own dignity, which dimi- 
nifbed the afiability ihe naturally poirelTed, 
and gave her at length a lefs engagiog, 
though a more ftately demeanour. No 
one, however, was more amiable to thofe 
who plealed her. Ida had this good for- 
ttine forinerly ; but the impreiBon bad 
fince been completely effaced ; and the 
empreis beheld nothing in her now, but a 
flatuary's daughter, who affc£ted to be more 
handfome and more attractive, than beBdcd 
her ftaiion. BeGde, the character of Ida 
kad funk on another account in the opinion 
of Sophia. WinceQaus, in his ufual man- 
ner, had told the emprefs, with an authori- 
tative tone, that it was his defire Ida might 
be admitted into the number of the ladies 
of her court. Sophia, as frequently hap- 
pened, afltcd the caufe of this preferment, 
and the emperor bx>k fpecial care oqt to 
fay, becaufe her mother has given me two I 
hundred and Bfty crowns of gold j but < 
coldly aOigned for reafon his own will and 
the young woman's beauty. To thi$.d^ 
daration Sophia anfwered only by her ^ 
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lilence ; and the governefs of the boufe- 
bold, by a look of difdain, as (he turned 
her face towards ihe emprefs. 

^' Miift I compliment your majefty on 
*^ the brilliant acquiliiion you have jull 
•* made ?" faid the prlnccfs of Ratibor to 
Sophia, as foon a& they were alone. — The 
emprefs was filem,— " Really," continued 
the princefs, " if the daughters of plebeians 
" are-to be admitted amongft our young 
** ladies of quality, our court will foon 
** become an admirable pattern for others. 
'* However, there is no t&t£t without a 
*' caufe : they dy this Munfler's daughter 
*' is handfome, and Sufanna grows uglier 
** every dayj now, a trifling exchange 
** ought of courfe to be allowable in the 
** virtuous chief of the German empire." 

It will be prefumed, from this fpeech, 
that the governefs of the houfehold was 
permitted to talk with great freedom to 
Sophia : in fad, being (he fole confident of 
the unfortunate wife of Winceilaus, Ihe had 
liberty 10 fay whatever ihe pleafed. She 
continued, therefore, her malicious dif- 
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tflte the emprcf&'s mind^ that wc need'BOt 
wonder at (be reception of Ida. 

The daughter of Muoller was not long 
in perceiving, that llie muft here kani lo 
bear looki to which the had oevcr beea 
^ccuftomed': but (he endeavoured toper- 
fuadc herfelf, that it was die ftyJe of (be 
court { and her modefty led her to afctihe 
folciy to her want of birth the little afiVoots 
Aie re'ceived, and from which (he fottnd h(;r 
cotnpanioBc exempt. This did not prevent 
her from fometiqiies-aflciingberfelfi w4iy, if 
l)ie were n(>t,;«iib9t;e«tfid withgncater bind- 
Befs, (he M ^fo ^rxvun fr^m her or^tnai 
obfcuricy, YfT her n^v< candour ohvayi 
concluded with making hec excufe the ill- 
treacment (he exp^riencfidi and eodeavour 
to bear it with, patience.. 

Though no one fcem<d to aottce the 
citizen's daaghtec, every efe was BKcd upon 
her. The oien whifpered to one another: 
«* How handlomc, how beautiful (he is !" 
while the women, fovght to find defers in 
h(;r who had beeo iji&oduced ibto thetl 
circle in violation of cftabUlhed ufage. 
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Afooo^ til the kdin of ch« cooit, 
ko«vv«-r, there was not oi^ »bo ofaferved 
her with fo amah acceocisn as the pfincefs 
of Racibor. She iflidtioufly watched fot 
fohie favourable circumftancc, thac might 
ferve to confirm the optaion tbt had inftill* 
cd imo 3<^ta. Frattlels affidaity ! The 
yinihg Munfter, as fte was called in' d«ri- 
fioo, cotidudted her(^\fin a maaoet lb kre- 
proackable, I that Ihe had no realbn tq fear 
faatiag the' whole univerfe to witnefi her 
ttSLioaa. She executed the duties (rf her 
•Ace with-the flrifteft propriety, fpent hcT 
letfure hours in her aparctnenc with her 
jrtcevdant, vifited her patents on thoile days 
wiicn Ifae WBS permitted lo to do, and-be- 
haved with fo much prudence when there 
tru a ball or entertain cnent at the palace, 
that the moft envenomed maligtiiry could 
find no unguarded ' place againft whxh t4 
dire& its arrows. To iliis may be added, 
that the emperor paid iwt the fnnalleft at« 
tention to her, which totally overthrew the 
dtfadvantageous ideas, which the princefs - 
of RatilxH- had wilhcd Sophia to conceive of 
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her. WiflceJlaus, as we have feci), wu do 
«untuui-baier: but the line of beauty that 
captivated him was not of that dtgniQcd 
fpecies that actorned the young Munfter. 
The charms of Sufanna were the tnodtX 
jnoft fuited to bis tafte. 

The governed of the faoufehold, finding 
hetfclf baffled in ber attempts to lay bold 
of the condufl of our young damfel, wai 
compelled to be fileot. Sophia* thereforr^ 
beard no longer any thing fpoken to fa» 
prejudice; and, feeing ber dally adorned 
with every grace. Ihe felt her aflTcAion fot 
her imperceptibly revive. Ida was inBnitel]' 
fuperior to the reft of the maids of honofj 
whom her modefty would not fufier ber to 
Site her companions ; yet, who appeared 
by her 6de, in fpite of their haughty and 
contemptuous carriage, iio better than her 
fervanis. Thcfe young ladies took infinite 
pains to outvie each other, and to catch 3 
pafling look or a finite from their princeO, a 
circumHance which contributed not a little 
to place them in an unfavourable point of 
view, when compared with the ardcTs flin-- 
plicity of ibe charming Munfter. 
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At'fitft'k was much for the daughter of 
a plebeiannoc ta be treated with difdaiit 
b]' .her midrcTs i but on the coDtrar^, to be 
viewed with fome degree of. cooiiplacency. 
And now notbnig-was waDting but fome 
luckf incideot'to change- this difpolitioii 
into kindnefs. ' , 

One-day Sophia's time bung heavily on 
her hands ; 3 ciicumAance, ic may be pre- 
fumrd, which frequently happens to great 
princefles. We are not informed how fhe 
ipeoc thofe moments in n^iich Ifae experi- 
enced not this diftreffing fcnfstion : but on 
the day of which we are fpeaking, all the 
ordinary fubjeds of converlation bad been 
exhaufted. Thfcre was nothing new to fay 
dn thefubjeft'of Sofanoa; for the emperor, 
hoping that bis wife would Toon make him • 
father, had confented Co remove his mif- 
trefsj for a; time, by fending her to Conradf- 
boucg: and no one durlt venture to give 
the emprefs any freflx caufe of difcomcnt,- 
before the totDerinsjt^roiU!j»f Winceflau* 
was efiabUihcd by atbhfirr,- - 
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. On tbe evening of this daf, the cmprers 
■ot knowing hov to difpel- Hk weartfome- 
Dcfs {he felt, bethought, herftif of afltm- 
blingftll th* ladietof the court, and pro* 
pofinga pnj^cfar.kerwhgcoDkl-iavBnt iny 
tteaai qf tnaiiiiigthe time-feemiers tedious. 

Inftantly every body was in motion,— 
All were dcGious of giving proof of their 
rt>tlity. dingers, dancers, snd ftory-tellers, 
pre&fited^ themrelvess. bull vain all their 
cfibrrs t either they peHbrtrled their pani 
t]l, or thedemoh of .languor, that tortnei]t-> 
td SojJhiar, wasfoftubbora, that he appear- 
ed deiennioed not. t»-b« vaaqulfhed.— 
^ Ah, ceajle, yeafie 1" erkd Sophia: " what 
** unmutical founds t what bafbaraus fleps! 
1^ wiiai-drowfy hattulicH hov Jaofoctunate I 
44 BrH, to have nothing but fncll lUitoward 
•*. creatures about me 1*^ 

*' Let nbt your tmj^fly ddpair:" faid 
Av fn^Uciout ptincefs of Ratabor: " bavd 
*• we n«t foiling Munfter? Look arhcte ihe 
V'Aftnds, as'idluand'iQconcnrnedasifflic 
** had nothing tail*.«ichi,thefe9rwcc<^ the 
*' emprcfi :. yet, no doubt, Ihe is capable of 
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'f eclipfing, bf her talents, all the ycmng 
*< tatties of the court. Come forward, 
*' mifs:" continued (he, in ? lone of difdain ; 
" Speak ^ what talents have you with whi<;h 
" to an»ufe the cmpref^ ; . You arc r not to 
" fuppofe, that a place like your'sU to, hp 
" Blledby aperfonthat isgoodfornMhtog,'* 
Unqueftionably the defign of th^ artful 
Hatibor wai To to abalh the innocepc Ida, 
by this unexpe^ed invitation, delivered too 
in fueh a ftyle, that it would bejmpcri^ble 
for her to difplay any talents Ihe might pc^ 
jfefs. But her expeftations were baulked. 
-r— **IpUypn the harp;" anfwered ]4a« 
^wiqg, " and I would long Gnce havf 
** gone for my inArument, if 1 had darc4 
** to touch its firings beibre perfons lb much 
f better flLiUed> or if I could have hoped — ^' 
'* P, for He^vpn*^ fake,.fetch ic, child/' 
qcdaiined Sophia, iitterrupting her : ** I doa^ 
^ on the harpl" Idawlthdrewi aitd ^h^ 
princffs of Ratibor fcized that oppqrtuaity 
to acquaint the empefs, that ^e ~ was juft 
g^ing to lake herdaughtcr from the cony)eni, 
and ihe t)ad beep affured that flie playedi^ 
a very fuperior ftylc on the harp. 
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Ida foon entered with her inftrumentj 
placed herfelf oppofue Sophia, played a 
Hiort prelude, that annoanced a conrum- 
mate miftrefs in the art, and then began— 
*' <iod of harmony, dldft thou infpire her 
with the thought ?" — That very fong, which 
made fo protound an imprcfllon on the em- 
prefs the day of her nuptials. 

Sophia fcarcely breathed. Hereyes were 
fixed on the enchanting mufician. who, 
ftanding before her, feemed to behold no- 
thing but the ftrings of the harp, unlefs 
when occafionally her fine eyes -were turned 
OB the emprefs to give more- evpreflion to 
her words. Young- Munftcr had fintOied - 
her fong, and Sophia yet gazed on her With 
rapture,' as if Ihe ftiti heard the melodious 
notes, when, approaching her miftrefs, and 
dropping on one knee, (be took from" her 
head her coronet of Bowers, and laid it at 
the emprefs's feet, conformably to thi words 
i)f the fcng. '■ • 

" DiTine, enchanting girll" cried Sophia, 
at the fame time throwing her arm round 
the neck of Ida, and embracing her: ** what 
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"** fenfatiorts have you' awakened in m)" 

"•' breaft! Rife, my child," continued 

il\e, after a moment's filence, and percei?^. 
ing the Scrutinizing eyes of the princefc iff 
Ratibor fixed on her ; ■" rife, you have play- 
«• <d andfung excellently." The look arid 
voice of theemprefsln pronouncing ihefe 
words, did not cxprefs the fame affeftioh 
•with which (he embraced her. Ida, how- 
ever, took courage to ktfs her hatjd, vihiih 
flie held out to her, and then withdrew t*> 
a diflant part of the room^ 

Had young Munfter poiTeflcd the prd- 
foundell knowledge of the human heart,. 
flic could not have felefted any thing better 
calculated to gain that of the emprets, than 
the piece which flie fung. The fenfations 
of Sophia on her wedding-day, when the 
young women made their appearance, muft 
have been extremely delicious, for the bare 
remembrance of it to be capable of giving 
her fo much pleafure. But this, is by 00 
means extraordinary. Who is there, that 
has not imagined, when Tome paft event of 
bis life has been recalled to his memory by 
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teriain £>uiuli, or appearances, that he hws 
fell anew what be Mi before i and if the 
Jco/ation be plearurable, the ferfon who 
recalls h excites irrefidibly our aSe£tion. 

Sophia had rifeo from tur feat, iad was 
-wiping the tears from tier eyes ara window. 
The young ladjes examtDed, with envious 
Jooki, the too ituereding Ida, who reftcd 
tranquiUy on her harp. The miftrefs of 
ilhe robes then remarked, that ic was late; 
wd her majefty having peed of rc-pofe, thit 
the ladies might withdraw. Sophia gave s 
Bod qf a{^rob«tioii, and. t^ey retired. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE prince& of Ratibor. would wti- 
doubicdly have ^?n pleaftd ,if our young 
mufician had been. overcome with the honor 
of playing befpfc an emprefs, a$ hath hap-.^ 
pened to many a mufical performer at other 
coufts, and had be^n obliged to withdraw 
Ijfifore (he had touched a firing of the in- 
fti;omcne; but either it was more cafy to 
play on the harp before the eniprefs of 
Bohemia, than before any other potentate, 
orlda was too Tecure of her abilities, and toa 
much accuflomed to the prefence of a fo- 
vereign, .to^bc in danger o^ fainting. Thua 
flie left the imperial apartn^enx with hec 
ufual tranquillity. 

*', Wh»t a tir«foiinf ifrigid cr^at^re t^aL 
*« girl isPfridtticpif^il^eiipf Katij3or„)v,^ft 
(Ke. foofid her/elf alpjie. « ith the coiprefs : 
" pnycHie.elfc woyld have bccnJntoxieatcd 
** wieh f«wfN»ny.niatks of kindnefs j but (he:—" 
: " I Qbl«v«d her eyes filled with tears." 

" O yes ; flie can weep !— " 
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" I beg, Ratibor," faid Sophia coldly, 
and interrupting her, *< [hat you will not 
" thus ftrive to embitter every thing that 
•* gives me pleafure." 

A declaration like this would have been 
fufEcient of itfclf to exafperate to the high* 
ell pitch the malice of Ida's enemy ! but a 
circumllance happened the next day whicb 
was (till more provoking. 

Ida had been called into Sophia's cham- 
ber — •• DearMunfter," faid the cmprefe a> 
her, " you made me yefterday pafs a d^ 
" ticiousbour. While I liftened to you, I 
" forgot every thing elfe, even the prize I 
" had promifed j a prize which you gained 
** with the utmoft facility, and which I flill 
** owe you. Receive, then, this riband, 
•* which attaches you more particularly to 
" my fervice j" adding, with a fmite, " for 
** you kiiow, I muft not offtr you jewels, 
« you ha« already refilled them.** 

This prtfent was a blue velvet riband, 
which was worn acrofs the body from right 
to left, faftened or the Jhoulder with a large 
filk bow, and only given tp youog ladies of 
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the Brft dillinAion at court. Ida received 
ic on bcr knees, and the princefs of Ratibor 
was ordered to decorate her with it. 

Young MunQer's afl;oni(hment was ex- 
treme: fuch exceffive kindnefs rendered 
berfpeecblefsi yet we may venture to affirm 
that> Ihe was far from feeing all it's poffible 
confequenccs as clearly as the- princefa of 
Ratibor. She was of that happy age when 
the difference does not appear great between 
a riband of honor, a fitnple kngt for the 
hair, or a rofe fre(h gathered, as they all 
ferve equaUy for ornament. The prefent of 
Sophia, however, bore afuperior value in the 
(yes of Ida, becaufe of the hand that beftow- 
ta it; and Ihe expreffed the warmed gra- 
titude. The princefs of Ratibor looked, 
on this occasion, much as did the Pef- 
fiancourti.er of old, when obliged to attend 
on the fage Hebrew, and proclaim hitn the 
man whom the king delighted 10 honor: at " 
laft, however, her difdalnful countenance 
afTumed a certain malicious fmile, impoRi- 
blc ro have been deciphered by a girl fo in- 
aoceht and unexperienced as Ida. Having 
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thanked the emprefs, Ida made a guceful 
Vbeifance to. ihc princcJs of Ratibor, who 
deigned to honor, her with an embrace. 

" That MunOer," faid (he princcA of 
Ratibor to Sophia, the ioftant Ida departed, 
*' is a charming creature, it mufi be owned ; 
f*' what a pity that Qie is the dai^bter of a 
". plebeian?" 

The eyes of all the maids of honor were 
^nvioufly fixed on Ida's blue rilnnd. With 
regret they faw her wear a badge, of honor 
granted only to three or four of them. Biic 
thif the. y(wng favourite did not perceive: 
Hk accofted tb«m vt'ith her ufual aiTability, 
without appearing in tl^e le^ vaijD of the 
dinin^ioD-flie 4iad received ; and expei^e4 
with impatience the evening, when 0k 
wo^ld have permifTion to vifit her parcnu* 
^belonged to ifaow. herfelf to them with her 
ficw decoration, fure that her mother at 
leaft would be delighted. 

She coDJeflured rightly : her mother 
alone was rejoiced^ Munller looked at her 
»kh a troubled and penfive countenance, 
and reaew.ed his exhortations to her to be 
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always watchful over hcrfclf, and faithful to 
the engagements into which Ihehad enttredi 
From the day that Ida received this firft 
tnark of her foveretgn's favour, ibe appeared 
to be every momeac treated with more 
efteem. She was called more frequemly 
than her companions into, the prefcnce of 
Sophia, who liked better 10 be waited en by 
her than by aay one elfe. Kot an evtaing 
pafled without ber.beihg obliged to repair 
with her harp to xhs emprcfs's clofet, and 
ocercile her ^talents to aamfc her miftrefs* 
Wat ft»e more happy. on .this apcouoti 
She endeavoured at leaft to pcrfirade berfelf 
fo, beoaufe ihe perceived herfclf oeceflarjr 
ti>-(toe;haf>panefsofaaother: but at botCotn, 
la eonfeqtience of the coiittnual redraint in 
which Ihc lived, Ibe fcgretted thofe tran- 
qini momcats fhe before enjoyed in her owa 
apartment, the many delightful evenings 
flie fpeat with her parents, and the time 
wbenftiefaad leifure to trace, in imagination, 
Jbme paft events of her life. Tbefe inno- 
cent pleafuro became daily .tnorc r&re.. 



s^d J, Google 



174 HERMAN 

The favour flie enjoyed with the em- 
prefs, whom (he now fcarccly ever quitted, 
prevented her not from experiencing a 
thoufand little difagrceable circumftances. 
Sophia waa not always chearful ; and did 
not always, when fhe fpoke to her, call her 
her dear Munfter. 

Ida perceived herlelf incefTantly the 
butt of the envenomed (hafts of calumny; 
At one time it was faid, that fhe had been 
Ceen in places, in which it became not the 
cmprefs's maids of honour to apprar ; at 
another, that fhe had laughed at church : 
, DOW fhe was accufed of having fpokeo dif> 
refpcAfullyoffome lady at court} then, of 
having talked too freely with fcHiie jouog 
nobleman at a ball. But the innocence of 
her, of whom, thefe ules were told to Sophia, 
& completely deftroyed their e&&, that 
(he was feldom influenced by them more 
than a few miauiesi and her attachment 
for yourg Munfter generally mcreafcd after 
thefe tranficnt clouds of difpleafure. Dur- 
ing their continuance, thegovernefs of the 
houffhold was feen to fmilc morcgracioufly 
on Sophia than ever. 
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- The princefs of Ratibor had hoped, that 
Ida woHld up^rience the common fate of 
thofe who breathe the air- of courts, namely, 
that her credit would fink a; fpeedily as it 
had been raifed, and by means as fimple. 
Finding herfcJf miftaken, ftic reckoned on 
another expedient, which the deemed infal- 
lible. This confifted in the introdudion 
o( a new perfon at court. Novelty has fo 
many atiradiops, that it makes usiealily for- 
get what we have long had in po0eiriOR, 
and Ida . had now been the' favourite of 
Sophia for nearly a month. 

The young Imago, daughter of the 
princels of Ratibor, was theexpeded ftran- 
ger. She had been educated in a conrenr; 
wonders were reputed of her i and her too 
credulous mother let ilip no opportunity of 
founding her praile, and repeating what was 
written of her by iht, nqps. She triumphed 
beforehand. at theidea of diortly fteing.this 
deteaedMunftereclipfed by her daughter: 
fometimps, indeed, a vi^ory over a girl of 
fo little : importince, feemed to her too 
triilipg, andihe endeavoujed tofind f(»ne 
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meani of obtaining more lignal fatisfadion 
for the affronts flie had'bccafioned hrr. 

Imago appeared ; and, as the impreffion 
flie made on her mother was not very ex- 
traordinary, it is eafy toguefs what effeft 
(he produced on other lefe intercfted fpec- 
lators. She was prefcntcd, and very well 
received. Immediately was given her, on 
account of her rank, the' blue riband; which 
Ida obtained only as a recompe nee for her 
fervices; and though (he had expected 
more particular AnBrks of favour, fhc was 
obliged to be contemed with what (he re* 
ceived, and was left .at ftilL liberty to join 
het hew companions, without once being 
inquired afterduring the reft of the tvcning. 
The next day, however, there was much 
talk at court of the young princefs of Ra- 
tibor. She was fard to be handfome, and 
it was added, that (he appeared to-be of an 
amiable ^difpofifton. Her good qualifies 
vt«ere lo liiuch iD(ifted on, ahd her praifcs 
repealed with fiich oftcntation, that inlTead 
of perfuading people of bcr merit, it only 
eiffitfd doubt; and of oonfeqiieiice tlie 
fchcme produced no effefi. 
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The princds of Rajibor had thos the 
mortification to Bnd her proje£ls once more 
sbortivC} and (he foon loft all dcOre of 
leaving Imago in ihc fervicc of theeniprefs, 
where Ihc had the terrible misfortune bcfide 
of having for a companion the daughter of 
a citizen. Her mother then thought of 
marrying her. Imago was not ugly ; her 
parents cnuld give her a conliderable for- 
tune, and Ratibor hoped, that, with the 
afliftaoce of feme artful coadjutors, Ihe 
might efkft her matriage with a young 
Italian prince, who was expeded at court. 
Meanwhile, that the time might not be 
thrown away, Ihefet herfelf to examine the 
talents of Imago, in order to judge whether 
they were fuperior to her beauty. She 
Ibund that they might fufBce, perhaps, to 
ibine in a convent, but that in the world 
ttiey would be eftimated at a very low rate. 
Of 4lic things Ihe had acquired, fome i^ere 
neocl^ry tO' be unteanrtd ; others, te be of 
any whic* hiid great needof imprevetnent} 
and &tt wanted many of thc^e agreeable 
t^ma n^h ciwAot be difpenfcd with in 
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good company, To that her education wai 
tftuslly to begin again. Thus, to be abte 
to figure without difgrace, in a circle of anjr 
poliienefs, this poor young creature was 
obliged to betake herrdf anew to her ftu- 
dieSf which ibe imagined Ihe had rclia- 
quiihcd for ever. Her gaiety^ which 
perhaps would have rendered her amiable, 
was deftroyed by this conftraint : at home 
flie was fretful and palHooate ■, at court Ihe 
was abfcnt ; and in a little urns jealoufy, 
uniting with her ufclefs endeavours to ac- 
quire perfection, rendered her, who might 
have been agreeable, had ihe not attempted 
to go beyond her fphcre, the niofi infup- 
portable being io the world. 

The princefs of Ratibor obferved this 
with regret: (he trembled wfaep any one 
looked at. Or converfed with her daughter, 
and feduloufly avoided every occefion of 
recalling to mind the talents of Im^o, of 
which ihe had formerly boaded. One day, i 
however, ihortty ^ft?r Imago's appearance . I 
at court, the conyerfaiion t;umcd on mufic, 
vnd particularly on the harp. S9phia then 
7 
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recollofting, that the ikill of Imago on that 
inftrument had once been brought into com- 
parifon with the exqui5te performance of 
Ida, dcfired a fpectmen of her talents. The 
young mulicians were obliged to plajr in 
competition ; and the comparifon was fo 
much to the difadvantage of Imago, that 
the mother was vexed at her former ga(^ 
conade, and could only offer in excuTe, that 
fo infignificant an accomplilhment was un- 
worthy the -Hudy of a princefs, arid futted 
only a perfon who perhaps intended to 
make it her profelTion. 

Ida was extremely mortified, not only 
at the fuggeftion, that ihe defigned to cm- 
brace the occupation of a mufician, an oc- 
xupation held in thofe days in difreputej 
but alio at having been the unwilling inftru- 
ment of humbling a young perfon by whom 
fbe had never been ofTcrnded. On feeing 
the young Munftcr with her eyes caft on 
the ground, one might have fuppofed that 
Ihe was the vanquilhed p^arty ; nor was it 
poflible for her to enjoy, with cordiality, the 
applaufes Ihe received. This incident led 
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:li«r to feck Ids than ever to exhibic ha 
xalenis i and as Imago did not provoke faer 
' CO k, thfy lived on good tcnm t(^ether. 
' ^Aiber ttic Sulcus artifices witrch the 
prmdcTs of Ratibor had coiptojtd -to auGi 
t^e young Munfter, it was reafooable to pt^ 
iume> frpm her known difpofitfoiH that Hk 
Jiad conceived againft Ida the mofl in- 
Tccerate hatred.: but the teverfe appeamj 
in her conduft. She fccnocd cntirdy de- 
-voted to her, engaged faer daughter in con- 
verfation with her, invited, her fometimcs 
to dinner at her houre, and at length re- 
quefttd her to give Imago fome IciToiis on 
the harp; aTcqueft with which She com- 
plied as readily, as {he refuled with firmnefi 
a very bandforae pre&ot offered her oD that 
account. 

Thus Ida fpent as much of her time at 
Ratibor houfe, as her duty a.t court would 
permit. She exefted berlelf to improve 
the taknts of Imago, :endeavoufed fosK- 
times to corre^ berrtempei:,. and iqughtni 
inlpire her with fentiments fuit^ile to her 
rank. But everj block of marble is not 
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remained as Ihe was, and gave Ida^toai^^ 
dtttQ^adi: dti^vlhcitbti'niqoii r3idia--fee htr 
a$ iCfrifi[>d:ChtiibM)Jdiftri]iffcvc&j .:.. > j' ' - 
! ^A^> clole.iAtitnacptwiBJiftidn'.ftirniedi^it-' 

moments when the difieI^^Aqc^ofrt)iei^Taak' 
^bSfieatAttly JEHigotttn.) xkey Wa]k«d,^the^ 
}ilttytdy:rhcy.bii;lied;toeetiier, aad'icfdme- 

bed. Mrs..Munfter was dellgbted'.widi k> 
q9Hr^lp|iKb:ihtt;iou«aW4, .wttent-Jda iitti- ' 
tfofwd iftia^aisiqf hor vifitsito hfcipaitriw J' 
tttir^c''. fti-^^'f^ 4i9pk 'hi% head,' aDd recited' 

FW»in*M?!ii^^ )f^ ^5^rti^d.pf iajfrtlHikrr-' 

*[ iilgfnupi^ywdifclole (mr tbonghtB* aod- 
*J-,ba«j: fiftfrjwarfJp4'*^Ptijr rtafoa to.'ie-' 

"'BfWf*f'3iJ:f^WffmufeU.:mifl!aken5Lif.Ae' 
*^,^?^Wf8ftvJ?|a^!e:iIW:E ^IWadj niftdefifimie' 
*5f«tfl©ptoWf}*)atrviy(*i»rrlitdBi!^(aoefc(f -(ni " 
,r,„',l 9eQreta,,-fpyn(!iflcaR ,£arfii*r Iv&id iWaj' 
lpwgh(ps.tn!! I hajitcfni>rtfc"i : vi-r,..! . : ^■ 
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Mu^Ber' hdd tip Us finger, and named 
Herman^ 

■'b.utrtie,"ce[died Ida, with; a blufli, 
** Imago has fiunerimei baotered me on that 
*f nadie t and I iia\^ certainljr have uttered 
** ic in a dreaoi, for awake irfaas nevn 
** cfcapcd nif lipi.^ : . 

"I wduld not have you mention it 
** either flecpiog or waking," £iid Munfter, 
who could not helpliniliDg at the Gmplicitf 
of her anTwer. 

■ ** I rediember, however," faid Ida, "a 
** trick which the princefs played me, and 
*' with which I was not at all pleafed. You 
*' know the prefent which the emprefs made 
" me <rf a lock of her hair. Since I have 
" refid^d at couit^ I hivi avoided wearing 
'* it publicly, aa ftich an ornament would 
** have oocafioned too much talk : but I 
** eAeem that early pledge of my fovereign's 
M favour a thoofand tinies more than the 
'^ moft ct^ty jewels, and it is iKver out of 
** my bofbm, except wb^n I bathe. On one 
*F of tbereoccafiens, the princcfs took itftom 
*' me fecretly : I miAiHl ic : a Httle quarrel 
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•* arofe between us : flie. would not confeft 
" the theft : at laft 1 perceived the gold n«- 
" work hanging from her neck, and I puKcd 
** it out of her bofom. Still Ibe would not 
** let it gpf but held it in play^ till J bad re» 
*' lated the manner of my obtaining it. She 
" fcem^ to me to have been already in- 
*'. fiarmed of this event by her mother, who» 
f* as, I remetpbertd, was prefent; and Ae 
<' was particularly prefling to know what I 
*< intended to do with fuch a lingular orna- 
4*[nent. Upon this I laughed, and turned 
•* the matter into a jeft. I believe, an- 
*' fwered I, that as long as I fhall wear a 
•'■ part of the emprefs next my heart, ftie 
•* will always continue to love me." 

*' A very extraordinary anfvcr," repUeti 
Munfter, (baking bis head. ** Be prudeoc 
**^ my chDd, and avoid too great familiarity 
*' with perfoni who, I bave no doubt, mfcan 
•* you ill." 
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THE ftinie, whom the mother bFImago 
had in vmW fO!■■fte^dfa^^htt+,'■at■'l(!!ngtlr3r- 
rivrdtft Pmgue. Hfe'was- a wealthy lordioE 
great ^ntpcftstionii'-tifl tfei lyetifcbPVflfconn. 
Neinyft<p«hal}-^Ilfeadyti)»ft'ci)Kn-: Tichii 
bcenitdd;df Imagtfls"b«H«yi'\vith th<JuftaI 
cxaggcratioos; buttDaltprdbabiltPyhemad^ 
a dsepec iiDpre£ion ufH>nbcF,t%ati-ihe'i^x») 
buii»ifbr he IWberB^dt^ridc^ Ida. VThii 
indeed, iii preJenocoC thcIUtep,-<-o(lld^vdve 
any^Dpcs-of htklog a cett<]ueft J^andparti- 
cularjy. the piincdj oTRatibor, wflo ;*asa[f- 
ferior to Xbe generalitf of- youtig yiottlfen «hO 
Hb^ pny .prettnfions M' buMUtyi' Aocotd- 
uigljr the eyes o£ theprinccTwirtf xufo^ iih 
cdTteitljr tovrafda Ida. . Id vain was Iw^ffidif- 
oufly informed of heri vfam of b^rfhv 'Itf 
fpitcofthisdrcumftaDce, his intended coqiif 
with difficulty obtain from him a few care- 
tefs glances, while he gazed on young Mun- 
fler witH.fiich rapture, that fhe was difcon- 
certed} and obliged to recite. 
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From that moment fee was'ito Song^r in-* 
viCed to Ratibor houfc ;' and Imago feemod 
jrot to knovi her Ibrmei frieodr wHen Out 
met bee at courts The pnncc repeatedliis 
Tiiiis, but without finding ber wjtgm h« 
ibught. At lengih be Taw' hft a% co.iaft, aA<2 
vas as Uttle cautious to cpof fa^ .tbt^iaiprQCr 
fion (be bad made ob bim, a^ tbe %fl; timf 
he beheld her. To no purpofe w^ bc^agai^ 
toldj thai this extraordinary giflufas qaothe^ 
than IdaMunfter : tbe name did not appear 
to operate on bim the eflfcil that was expcft- 
ed. He continued to adnaire her, and fouglxt 
epportunities of fpcaking to her. In tt>^ 
however, he fjicceeded not. Wa carefully 
avoided bim, for Ihc had remarlced tbe pay- 
lioti whh whicb flic had infpired bim, and 
waaJrciblycd pot tolifb^n 19 theproppfaIs.of 
s) pfiifce* lo-the injury ol ber bKOfi, a|id {)i^ 
difparagemcnt of Hermnn. Tbe yoiuijg 
.Italian lamiained. no longer at Prague than 
.was neceflary to convince bimi that he. had: 
.|jC(thingio bopefrom her whom he loved. 
At his depaiTtute be neglected cven.ukiog 
lea-ve of tbe priflcef* of Rwifeor.i aod he 
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tboaght not for a monwnt during hts red- 
dence at tbe court of Winceflaus, of tfae 
honor intended bim, by marrying him there. 

Thui the iimple Imago;, and her haughty 
mother, once more faw their hopes difap- 
pointed. Thejr had carried matters fo lar, 
as already to have received the congratula- 
tions of the court on the projefted match, 
which augmented their humiliation on find- 
ing it broken off. 

All thedifgraceofthis failure was thrown 
on the innocent Ida, who was no otherwife 
to blame, than in poflcfTmg more beauiy 
than Imago, and the majority of her com- 
panions. Ratibor and her daughter could 
now fcarcely conceal the rage wiih which 
they were inflamed ; and Ida would have 
been terrified to death, could fufpicion haK 
entered into her heart, pure and exempt ai 
it was from treachery. 

They, whom fhe foppofcd to be her 
' parents, felt very differently on this fubjed. 
Both were perfuaded, that it would be im- 
prudent to inflil fear into her mind ; hot 
her perilous fituaiion was often the fabjeA 
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of their difcourfe till midnight* abd they 
each fcparately took in Iccret, the fteps they 
conceived mofi proper t»recurethelifiE!;iad.. 
hoDor of her who was fo dear to thtm. 

Mrs. Munfler was mudi more alarmed am 
tht&occafion than herhuJband.- She had a ve* 
ry bad opinion of the prince of Ratibor, and 
all his illuftrious boule i and fhe related a 
hundred iflftances, one more terrible tham 
another, in onler to fliew, that they who^d* 
the misforione to difpleafe anyoitthefamilyr 
frequently difappearedon afudden, without 
any perfon knowing what became of Aem: 
Might not the uofortunate Ida) experreoce- 
the liinie fate ? And, in a danger fo immi- 
nent, what x»uldirem6ve the apprebeniions- 
of a nurfe,. who had for her the fentiments 
of the tendered mother } 
■ Probably many of the ftories wKich fcii 
much difquieted' Mrs. Munfter, were ofth'e- 
nattire of fairy talcs, which were fiifmtf be- ' 
lieved. in the days of whachwe are-wrttingi . 
But alas ! the terrible phantoms-bCthe ima-^ 
ginatioR, have OTfr;Wcak mind8> as mucH 
£way as realities} wkh this adVantage oa> 



Ill- iffift!«iAT}-> 

their fide* thUthefneam^cbmmoatf chofen 
to combat tbcm, ave cai&iilatcd radier to'' 
augment than diminifh the terror thej^ occft-' 
fion. -The ufxicty oJfM(Hifterat)dhuw%/ 
wai incnafcdb]^ a liepon tbac had pr* vailed, 
and which was fhonlf conifirmad from tie' 
mouth of Ida, tbac the emporor's jouraej- 
into Weftphalta, which bmd hton long talk. 
od of, «ai. fbon to take place, and confe- 
quendy lda,^if 'Qie fttUowcU' the;:courtr 
vould be cxpofed ibod^iiDCly, - and wicbout 
leooDtfe, to che'maKcc of her eoemy. 

The firft thoagbt of Munfter, when be 
heard this news, was to take hdnts bis fup- 
pofed daugbcei'. To .fhi^Jiis wile fatartilf 
coofeatcid t and Ida;, who had never any othec 
«il],.tliaD'the wiilAfithdfe whom Bie believ- 
ed to be her parents] made no opjxifitioti. 
. It w^spropofedtb the etnprefs; but the 
^npfefs^was^ow.fb-fttdRgljr aHacbeaitzi.bef 
ch«nniogi9ttendaiit»tbatic'wat ia^ofltbloto 
think of a li^ai'adon t and the'requbft of 
MtififtCr, which be made iQ;pErr6n,!was flatijl 
, |«cfuf«d. . .,. . " Ithank.you, -good old gcti^ 
v^t)emm>fbrhavSi)giieft pie;juiur.daaghtet 



...Google 



OFUNNAi ifl9t 

* lb long ;** faid Sophia, with htr wdntedaf- 
fability : '* buiifyoatakebef Frommenow,: 
" I Diall fcarcfly be obligad to yoo for the/ 
«* paft ; fince the time draws nigh, when her' 
" aflfeaionate cares and chanrong vivacity;: 
" wUlbcindifpenfibici whtn I fliaH doubly 
" want her enchanting convcrfation, and-heir 
" ikill on the harp, todrive from me tho 
*' genius of melancholy. Befides, youwilh 
" deprive her of the honour of finging ■ to 
"yaur future prince, the firft fongbe wilt 
** hear in his cradle." 

This was attacking old Munftcr on hiih 
weak Tide. He found, that it was in vain tO' 
^nl^ of Ida's return ; and, as nothingicoulti' 
remove liis unea£nefs, if he did not' hear of 
her every day, he formed; k refolution, cA' 
which wft flull hcreafterr have o^cafioa to- 
^ik, while his wife fccretly took another.. 
In h&, fhe employed the two-hundired gold; 
crowns, the remains of their buried treafurei, 
in the execution of a fcheme Q>e had formedi , 
and fhe delayed not taking the nsccfTary. 
itefswith her ufual precigitancy.. 
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The dty fixed for the emperor's depar* 
tuie arriTcd t but certain events happened, 
uooonneAed with our hifiory, that obliged 
him to remain fome time longer at Prague, 
and to let the emprefi depart without him.* 

The perTons who were to accompany 
^e emprefs, were aflembled in the audience- 
chamber to take Icare, when a circumftance 
occurred, that furprized every one, not ex- 
cepting her whom it immediately concerned 
Winceflaus had already fpokeo to the per- 
fons of moll importance in the fuit of the 
emprels, and thofe of Jefs. confequeoa ' 
were, according to cufiom, to receive onif 
a general mark of notice, when Ida, who j 
was at that time amongft the crowd, was or* 
^ed to be called to' him. 

" Are you Ida Munfter ?" afked he. 

Being anfwered in the affirmative, i 
private fecretary, on a motion from the em- 
peror, put into her hands a large parchment 
patent, from which hong the imperial feaL 
Idi blulbed, and appeared difcoocerted. 

* Tbe nKKiTet of ibit jowney fecm to be in gtat- 
ral my obfciire, nor can we find any UutfaSmiJ 
KcouM of it in contcmpoiarf hifloriani. 
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'* It isimpofTiblt/'faidWinceOaus, Vcbftt' 
** the favour I grant you, Ihould appear 
** more extraordinary to you, than it does 
** to mylelf : but one of my Aibje^ tuts ' 
** thought fit to foticit it, and I love them 
** too .well to rcfufe, to the humbleft of 
" them, any thing that is praAicabtc. Go : 
f* and be affured of my protcAion." 

Ida retired with amazement. Everf 
body crowded round her, eager to know the 
contents of this myftcriou! patent: biuftie 
ran with it to the emprefs, who gave it to a 
chamberlain to read, which he did, to the 
whole aflembled court. The following 
were its contents : 

" We, Winccilaus, &c. uke thee, Ida 
** Munfler, under our imperial proteAion *, 
" and hereby declare all thofe .refponfiblc 
*' for thy life and honor, on whom ihall 
'* fall the leaftfu^icion of having attempt- 
** edthem. Moreover we grant thee the pri- 
« vilrge of not being condemned to death, 
" but by ourfelf in perfon, and of not be- 
" ing arraigned for any mifdemeanor, ex. 
". ccpt before our own immediate tribunal. 
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<* or tbofe deputed to hold our ptac« in tbe 
•* criminal court," &c. 

Who does not perceive, in Ms proceed- 
iBg, the afieftionate precaution of Mrs. 
Munflerf flie was defiroui. of omitiiog no- 
thing for the fecurky of her Ida, and in 
confcquence refolved to purchafe hicr the 
imtoediate proteftion of the emperor. Win- 
Ccilaus, ^ways ready to grant what was 
aflced him in fo becoming a manner, had 
dirc£ted, balfdrunk perhaps, the immediate 
execution of this patent, which could not 
but appear myllerious to all the world, and 
vrhich proved more detrimental than ufeful 
to her, for whom it- was obtuned. 

.The perlbns who were prefent at its re- 
cital, beheld young Munfter with looks of 
aftonilhmeDt and contempt : and it was una- 
oimoufly agreed, that there muft be fome- 
t^lipg extraordinary in her fituation, for 
iiioh precaution to be neceffary. In the com- 
mon courfe of things, innocence, it was 
faid, needed no protedor but itfelf : nor 
did it appear that anv injurious fufpicions 
bad been encertained-of Ida, or any iotcn^ 
tion of profecuting her in any court. 

D5 .ij,.Gbog[c 
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..YoDffgMunfter was irot the ;laft>o fee* 
th« this fingolai- proteftioni had a very un- 
f«*sarable uppcaraoce. Without regarding 
therefore, iwhat flic 'heard wHffi^red on aXt 
fldes^ iW -atpprdached the emprefs^ and 
priced her perrtiiffion, humbly to return the" 
monarch the patent he had gfranted her 
" I aflt- no other fccuriry," added'flie, 
*f than that which every one has a right k> 
*' ffxptdt under an equitable prince: I dcfire 
" rto- favours, but what I'fliaH be fcund to 
V RieriC from the goodncfs of my rtiiftrcft." 
: '•* No, 'fto,'" cried Sophia, ' who faw the 
aiFaic in » ?ety dtf^ent light from the 
Etfficf thofewho were prefcne: " fio, my" 
« ohiidj IwfiUkeopthisiriftrum^ntfbryou^ 
" and;:if it fctte for nothing elfc, k VIll ac 
** lead prove to your defcendants, that you 
" were an objeft worthy the particular pro- 
" region of your prince." 

Thia adventure became a general fub- 
jedl of converfatioD, and arrived at the ears 
of Munfter, before Ida had an opportunity , 
of acquainting him with it. He readily 
gueffed at the author, and had a very ferious 
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converfttion with his wife, on die fingular 
means which bee attachment £or her daugh- 
ter induced her to employ, Mrs. Muefier 
confcfled, chat fiie had ibiictted the em>' 
peror's protcfiion for Ida : but declared at 
the fame time, that Aie had never thought 
of afking a wriuen aOurance of his pro- 
mile, and much lel$ a fecurity in the form 
of a patent. Munfter, who had feldom 
found Jiia wife in a lie, belicTcd her, aod 
fuppofed the Angularity to be of the num- 
ber of thofe inconGderate adions, that the 
fumes sf wine fo often caufed Winccflaus 
to commit. For ourfi;lve5,.wc are inclined 
to confider the circumftance rather aa a trick 
of Dame Fortune, who meant to produce 
from it the moft extraordinary adrcnturei.. 
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IDA went to take leave of her. parents. 
Her mother burft into tears? but her father 
ihowed more firmnefs, and fpoke of the 
pleafure of foon feeing her again* 

After affeAionately bidding each other 

adieu, they parted The reader wilt 

pardon me if, in this pare of my hiftory, I 
fpeak a little obfctirely of time and place. 
The want of fufficient documeots muft be 
my excufe. 

When the emprefs arrived at the end of 
her jountey, the time a( her delivery ap- 
- proached. Sickncfs, or fome other reafon, 
prevented the emperor from being prefcnt 
at this grand event : but he had taken care, 
that in bis abfence, every thing fhould be 
coodufled in a manner fuitable to the birth 
of an heir to tits throne. The Bohemians 
complained that this ill-timed journey 
yyould deorive tbem of the happincfs of 
hearing the fin. c,\n of their future mo- 
narch, jy ^ay of confolatioo, they were 
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permitted to fend a deptitation of the mofi 
confiderable. persons aniotlg them, to be 
■ prcfcnt at the delivery o( the empreft, and 
afnn at the baptifm of their young fovereign; 
for a prince irmuft be at all events. No 
pcrfon befide was inyitci! to the ccrenaony, 
except tbedukeof^'a^ria, 5ther ofSophii, 
and tht count ofWTrtcm berg, her godfather. 
' 'thefri hoblehieni and the loyal' Bohemi- 
ans, arrived at"t(i6day appoioted, and every 
thing was ready for celebrating the grand 
feffival; bot the principal perfooage, the 
heir of Winceilausi od whofe account it 
Was made. ' ' 

'The wiflied for moment, however, 
ibemed daily to become more diftant, the 
emprefs was attacked with a kvere diftem- 
jier,' thatVeduCed her tb'the laft extremity. 
"All"; thjc' country put up' prayers for het 
recovery I, 'and at length ttie was delivered 
of a dead daughter. 

,^ i' know iiot whether in thofc days it waJ 
rare for fanguine expefiSt'ona to be uifa])* 
pointed, or whether princes w Jeaft, were 
e^ehipt'&om'fuch a misfortune; but tetraia 
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a^j*?i|i>,,fh?tc.jOns wpuJd haV. iupffofcU no- 
fhu^g /i«ii)ar[ -591^0 ^,^4 ■^'f"; Vpf^'ii^.o^ 
j,!;^^ .face of,t|h? ear.th, , Xhc perlbos wh9 
intfKCEcd„thw^lyes.in tht::aflair,.^d Soj. 
pjji^ wa^Xo ^e,l5jycd by ch«| ppppje, thatn^ 

"^?f*: "^"^^ S'^'^P?: "ff^^ ^g'9-i»';?i^Sr. I One 

ej^epc^ i;lic;Or)vfJ W ooiyj;£t(iK what hafj 
been .jiaj fi^^ while fe\^, t^qug^t of :|he 
confequences ic might prod\i^t :-; [ ,[ ' , 
r iTMiVlia^ i^iffpwting {vflfe^s of f«tu- 
«tfj„.[WJs.*hPC a.fprime wtwle.of (ftirf».» 
^iidbe tno^dbsrcbeen.iaibnavvkwaid-pFCK 
dicunqtr,:^ wttO'-Auiuli^- have iteAtared to 
comradid «hof< who attributed tt> ilfs ftill 
hotnifritichtii^iAHhii iertiets-anil MtiraotdM 

ii^^ thonrelves 'tcf invcfEi'^aterlic'caufci of 
viratM-ad difippdiiitcd'the hopes of a whoJc 
pwyple/Wcre A'itfs aMV°*''^^ ^0 be jcfted 
with''; artd-tn theii''tj^eiit-w6ald' have been 2 . 
•rftnebiiroirftirpciVJtiiitTtifiteSiyftiifle'wa 
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owing to a long journey, undertaken in m 
advanced fiate of pregnancy, the unfldifiil* 
nefi of the phyflcians, or the laft fit of rage 
into which the emprefs was thrown, when 
flie Icamt, by letters from Prague, tbatSu- 
fanoa,' whom • ftie had been affured bf 
WinceQaus he had finally difmifted, bad 
again made her appearance, publicly filled 
her pla^, occupied her apartments, and 
framed projr^ on her approaching deac&, 
which (he trufted would be rite confcqurnce 
of her fituatien: 

Reafons <^ this fort were too trivial in 
the opinion of our fagei. Their inquiries 
went mttch farther. According to tbem, 
nothing but ibrcery could have- operated 
this event. It was nccel&ry, that the arm 
of juftice fbould ,pi|C a fpeedy ftop to the 
evilj that ic might not extend farther* and 
reach even the facrcd perCm of So^ia, 
who was ilill between life and death. All 
the cmprcfs'i houfebold were imprifbaed, 
even to the princefs of Ratibpr, Ida alone 
excepted. She was left undi0urbed io her 
apartment, aod had nothing to complaiat^i 



...Google 



or UNNA. 199 

except that flic was not permitted to attend . 
her beloved mift^eft, who every moment 
called for her in vaioi and declared, that, 
without her dear Ida, the could neither Uve 
nor die. 

The examinations were taken with fpeed 
and rigour before the doke of Bavaria, and 
the count of Wirtembei^ who had been too 
much habituated to the fuiferings of others, 
and were too good.cbrillians, to fliew any 
mercy in an affair of witchcraft. Strid, 
however, as were the examinations, all the 
ladies who had been taken up, were dif- 
miOed on the ' 6rfl interrogatory. Even 
the princefs of Ratibor, received not the 
llighteft reprimand, for baviog. been lb 
negligent of jhc emprefs's fafety,.as to per- 
mit the'dellvery of the tetter, of which we 
have fpoken above^ It was knowb that fuch 
a letter had been received} it was knbwof 
that immediately on reading it, Sophia bad 
fallen into a fwoon, which was followed by 
convulfions ; and from that moment tf> her 
'delivery (he bad continut'J in extreme'dan* 
ger : but to this no attention was paid ; 
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tticy ibught only to dircovef the fiipf rnatu- 
fai means, which muft'hav'c becR employed 
to deptive Sophia and her infant, of lifci 
and of thefc the ladies of the emprefs had 
been found to be perfcftly innocent". i 

■ Ida' finccjrety .pitie^' her uotortiiiiate 
comp'an'ions, for Tiaving incucred tke flight: 
eft fulpicion of a pra&ice fo,detefiab1e, in 
which (he, like the reft of her contempora- 1 
ries,Jbad"ine 'firmcft bcru:£l '" Such -a ifufpi- 1 
fcion'flie thought ihe could riot' hcrfelf' have 
(iirvived ah ihft'aht. 'Sh? ,cootidercd her* 
Tclf happy'tohave been the only one el- 
c^pted; and Jioped, ttiac'fbe Qiould fooo I 
be permitted ito fee her dear aiiftrcTs, ' 
when ftie learnt, jhat tlie priAcefs'of "Ra- 
tibor and* the 'other, Tadies] had teen Tet 
at liberty,' aAtf/wcrc .ai' pr'efent , engaged 
in" their former 'employments 'abobt. her 
^erfon, , 

*' I'O'iie hioriilag as i(he'was dfeflin|gy in or- 
lje^''tb be ready if the e'mpTefs ftiould fend 
for herj' one of Her women entered with 
looks of horror and deTpair,, holdine^ in W 
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hand a paptr, which. flie reemed defirous of 
giving hcPi but fcarcdy- hadflie taken-twp 
Ae'ps in the room, when Ihetptcered and fell 
fcnle'lefs on th« floor. Ida, nu; co.her 
al£ftance, and perceived -her- q^n^f jO^ th[e 
paper, which lay on the groyjid. Guriofiiy 
got thf better pF her compafiion, and ftic 
"read what follows. But no, Reread it not, 
for at the fecond line Ihe fell by the ^de of 
her fervant. ^ .,[ ^j, i , '. ■ ,_ 

Judge, reader, whether flie had not re*- 
Ibh to defpair. 



« TO IDANWOTTElt, 

** Ida Mwnlict 1 forcercfsj accufcd of 
"murder, of high treafon ! appear.!' We^ 
** the. fecrct avengers gf the Eterualp jcite 
** thee within three days before the tribunal 
**ofGod! appear! appear I" 

'* Good Heavens !" exclaimpdldajjivhen 
by the alHltan'ce of her wpman. J)ie was 
brought to herfelf : ** did I fee clcarjy. ?' give 
" me that note.*' She read it, it fell from 
her hands ; and pale and tremb]ic>g Ihe (it 
down on her chair. . . , ■ 
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The ferraol then related, that in the 
morning Ibe had found the parchment naiK 
ed to the door that led to Ida's apartment : 
at 6rft flie paid no attention to it> becauie 
flic could not read \ but the people, who 
were aOembled in crowds, informed her of 
its contents, and ordered her, with threats, 
to carry tc to the perfbn to whom it was 
addrefled. 

Ida liflened to her Ule, half dead wiih 
fear, and fcarcely knowing what (he heard. 
Had die been more colle£ted, the would 
have perceived, in the looks of thofe about 
her, ao indignation and contempt, which 
would have appeared to her extraordinary 
from perfons by whom Qje had been incef- 
fantly Mattered. 

** O God I what have I done ? and what 
" am I now to do ?" cried Ida, clafping her 
hands, and li&lpg her eyes to heaven. 

' ** What you have done," faid her wo- 
Tncn, *' is beft known to yoiirfelf : and u 
■• to what you have now tQ do, it is not for 
" us to advife. We muft inftanily leave 
*• you, left the vengeance of Heaven ihould 
" ^urfue us alfo." 
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•• And will you too abandon me ?" faid 
Ida to the young woman who had brought 
her the billet, and who, a0c£ted by her 
fituation, had thrown herfelf at her fe(t> 
Vid witered them with her tears. 
' " Tell me in what I can ferve you, and 
" I will ftay." 

•' Run. to the prince(s of Ratibor, and 

« tell her tell her only yet tell 

•*her all: defcribe to her my diftrefled 
" lituation ; let her advife me what to do. 
**'God only knows what has brought on me 
" this calamity." 

The young woman wejit, and foon re- 
turned, bringing back for anfwcr, that the 
princeft knew no fuch perfon. 

In like manner Ida Tent to feveral other 
ladies of the court, and equally to no puf- 
pofe. She then recollected the duke of 
Bavaria, and the count of Wirtemberg, who 
had always (hewn a regard for her. To 
them (he fent alfo, and received for anfwer, 
that Oie muft have rrcourfe to .God, if ber 
con(cif nee were pure j as to advice, they 
could give her none, e»xpt thai of not 
Vol.. I. - K 
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failing to ^pear la compliance with the ci- 
tatioo, u, at anjr rate, ber life was at (take. 

"Appear!" faid Ida : " where muft I 
'* appear f Did you aik where the fecrec 
" tribunal ii held i" 
■ The girl was filept. 

** My life too at Aake !" eiclaimed the 
lyifortuoate Ida, a^er a Jong and gloomy 
Tileoce. ** Heavens I what bare I done ? 
•* An) I not innocent >'* 

" God fend you may be :" anfwered her 
woman, fobbing. 

" Yes, I call Heaven to witnefs that I 
** am. I fwearit by bttn who lives for ever." 

Having remained fome time on her knees, 
covering her face with her hands, and fcem-. 
ingly in prayer, (he at length arofe, and con- 
tinued thus:—" What faid the count of 
" Wiriemberg'? Was it hot thai I muft feck 
" confolation from God ?" Be it fo. •' God 
, ** has already comforted me ; he will com- 
" fort me (iill more by the mouth of his 
" minifters. Give me my hood : I will go 
*• to church, and confefs inyfdf. The re- 
** verend father Jaiifi will ttll ftie vthat to 
« do." 5 
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«< Oh I do. not run fuch a t\Sl: tht peo- 
<* pie ate excited ^amfi you, and may do 
U you feme mifchieC." .. 

«» Grve me'rniyhood: I may riflt ercry 
«*.Bhing, for v!ibat:havc I colofe?" 

*< No doubt it will be ufeldi for mc to 
« aUendyou." 

«f Do Bs you pleafe." 

Ida fee off, without. once'lodking round 
her. She mtiffled berfctf up as much as 
poffiUeiin her hood« itliat the might trot be 
kiHma, At erery comtt flie heard her 
name coupled -nith imprecations. The 
people feemed better informed than herfelf 
of Tvfuit-lhr.va& acodfcd. Tfae appHUtions 
of 'vritcfa; xraiwiaU: (woutfif pfffled from 
mouth nid nnaui|h,'Witti«utiurtbcrexplaaa'- 
ttoH, atlxA fiiegithcicd firwi fome few ex^ 
pOflfiarHitthacdrejf^ed' fratn tcompany Walk<« 
ing-brfoKher^ithaDtbe crime with which 
&e iiras ehagged-tUBiCommitRdigaidt her 
deiiroft.-frieiid,hetiadored Sophia. More than 
ancejflie:wib"Tiear finlctng to che earth, her 
'U^ ^ikd hor^^nd 4he mu obliged to- ifun 
againft the waU. 

Kz 
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5/Vhen flic trrived at the church, when 
flie fought counfel and confolation from the 
only friend flie had left, (her cdnfellbr,) 
night was advancing. Silently ihc piffcd 
along the gloomy cloiiten of the hallowed 
fooCiand placed berfelf in ao obfcure corner, 
to wait for father John. Whether this father 
John was the fatnous confefler of the ein- 
prefs, St, John Nepomucene:, whofe name is 
itill fo celebrated for his difcretinn, our me- 
moirs do not iaformus: St. Nepomucenet 
bimfeir however, could not have given mote 
ftriking proofs of his Itxve of taciturnity, 
thandidour father John, when this affli&ed 
finner, or faint let us rathcrcxll her, laid opoi 
to his view the intnoft reccfies of her heart. 

She concealed nothing from him ; ihe 
wept, 0ie fighed, ftie aflced his counfel — ^ 
and flill he was fileot. She urgently im- 
plored htm to beftow oo her one wordj one 
fimple word of copfolation. After a Joog 
paufe, be ventured to fay : " Go j clear 
" yourfcif from the crime of which you are 
(* accufed, and tl»eii 1 will grant you ablb- 

** lutioD," J . 
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<* But what mult I do ? I am cited to 
** the bar of juftice by I kaow not whom ^ 
'* I am to make my sppearaoce I know no8 
V where." 
*' Appeit.'* 

** And .who will be iny judges?" 
** Thofe terrible uaknowa mortals, who 
** render juftice in fccret." 
•' Where do they aflcmble?'* 
*• Every where, and no where." 
Ida, bathed in tears, ceafcd to queftio» 
this flinty-hearted prieft ; and he rofe to go 
away. 

** Have pity on me ! have pity on. me !'* 
cried lhe> holding himby hi» gown : ** it is 
•' now Bight : grant me an afylOm till the 
" morning in this convent, . or give me at 
*( leall i guide to condu^ me home ia 
" fa/ety." 

. ".The holy fifters who dwell here wiH 
" not receive you, nor will any one. acconik- 
•' panyyou." 

Ida covered her face witb-her.hood,. and 
wept afrelh.. A momenc after Die luoked'. 
tcvodi. and &und herfelf .alone. The greac 
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Jimp liifpended from' the ceotre of tbe 
cburch Died ft foeble light. Riling, Are 
wslkcd with trending fteps through the 
windings of the facred vaults, antt by the 
leaft frequented ftreets of the city, tiU'lhe 
arrived at Iw own habitation. Shenolongci 
irept I a kind of-torpid infenfifaility had feiz- 
ed her faculties. She calledto her fervaA 
to bring a llghC; no ons anCwnvd. Sfacen- 
tered the ami-cfaatnfoerr and the apar^menti 
of her women:- they were empty— ■'*'! am 
** totally abandoned, then," faid ftie; as<Jbc 
entered her own chamber. *' HeavemJ 
**- how have Ideftrved this iate i Is there 
'* no'dtffin-ence between accufation and* con> 
** viarionP Am I in iwlity guilty ? They 
" fky, that it is poinble to fin without know- 
" ing ill Ye^yes, ic muft be fo, and Iva 
" certainly a guilty wretch, fince every one 
** confiders me as-fuchi and tb<.holy father 
**' John: has rofufed meabft^ution.** 

Ida was in that terrible Etuation, hon 
which there is but a ftep to nudBe&'atid^de- 
fpair, when Ihe hsatd'an indifiinA noife in 
the anti-chambsa. The door opetied and 
fome oqe-ealled her by her nanie, 
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*• WKo is there ? and what is thy er- 
■* rand?'* faid Jhe, in a voice more of 
alarm andborror, than of apger. 

" Ida ! my poor unhappy Ida I" continu- 
ei$ the ftranger, in accents of the moft ten- 
der affcAion. 

Ida rofe from the Hoor, on which Ihe. 
\?as lying. The 6gure, which was then 
'difcernible, by means of a lantern it carried, 
approached nearer, 

" Who art thou ? Art thou one of thofe 
•* terrible and unknown bcin^, who rcn- 
•• der juftice in fecret ?" ' 

*< Do you then no longer know me i 
** Do you not know your father ?" cried the 
perfon who entered ; and faying this, he 
rendered the iight-of his lantern more vivid, 
threw off his cloak, and clafpcd her in his 
embrace. 

" My father ! my faviour i angel ftrnk 
" from heaven !" were the words flic had 
juft time to articulate, before fhc fainted in 
Lis arms. . 

K4 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

IS there a lenfation to which the bumai 
heart is fufcepiible flronger or more de- 
lightful than that which it experiences, 
when, plunged in the abyfs of defpsir, it 
perceives the approach of a fiiend i But to 
enjo7 this the mind of Ida was too mucii 
opprefled t Ihe was ready to fink under her 
misfortunes. Let us, indeed, confider what 
(he had fuffered in the fpacc of one iliort 
day ; and then judge how great muft have 
been her furprife, to find herfelf, at ihe 
moment that (he thought ihe whole world 
had abandoned her, clafped in the embrace 
of a father ! 

"Is it poflible!''faid.flie at lafl-» whcQ 
flie was able to fpeak : " Is it poflible ? or 
" am I in a dream P My father hete, and 
" at fuch a moment !'* 

*' Could Ida (hen think, that he would 
" leave her for an inftant in fufpicious 
" hands, without watching over her? No, 
" I fet off from Prague at the fame time 
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••' with yourfelf : I have follbwecl'yo«eTer]r 
**■ where : I have obTcrved your very ftep r 
" I would Dot let yoih know I wm- near,. 
•* that I might judge of your conduit when 
" wholly left to yourfclf. Jnlike manner 
** 1 had refolved to'accompaoy you on- 
** your reiuro, without giving you the Icalt 
" reafon to fufpwft it : and I Ihoutd have ex- 
** ecuted my refolve, had you not received^ 
•• this unexpc^ed ftroke " 

" O God !• a Aroke indeed ! a. firoke- 
** that TwU poftme my life !■' 

" That will coft you your life !'... An' 
" excellent mode truly of. defending your 
■* innocence ! . ... . No> Ida^.you fhall live- 
** to cover with Ihame your accufers^ who' 
« wiih to fee you die as a malefa6ior.l" 

** And who are my accufcrs f" 
. " L have fought to difcover ihem from 
'* the. moment I- knew, that you. bad been 
" cited before the fecret tribunal. The 
**- whole day I have been in queft of Infor- 
'* mation, mixing in. the crowd, and wan- 
** deringfrom place topJace, to learn what 
^ might be your crime;. What I have been 
K5 
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** ffale to lemv is, that^ wHin die tadies '■ 
** of' the eiDpRlk were tnterrogated, the 
** princtftofKatitkcpfound no betMr means 
** of proving hvF innoceoce, withrorpeAto 
** Sc'phia's unfDrtunsK'UbomvthanbT'ac- 
— cufing you. Her de])ofiik>n was rumour- 
*■ ed abroad : k vm faid> that (he bid 
** anfwtred^or alt i>he:hdtes, prefent mnier 
•* (he moft folefnn oaih ; but that there wU 
" one abrent, whb>-i^ appearances coirid he 
•* ttufted, was dtrtamly th* dulprk. The 
" motives of her fufpttionwcre aflied j feut 
** no ens could iflfornt tae what they were : 
•* .1 only Heard, that yow wete to be bpooght 
•• to trial, andfhatrhcjiK3ge9teAificdtnucfl 
■* furprifc and lndigR#ticri>'t4iat you ahMie, 
** of all the ladies of tht emprefs, had not 
*' been taken upland Ittteriwgatedi" 

Ida liftened with looks of amEtety and 
difhrefs, but made noreplyt -Mtmftercen-' 
rinued: ,. i ,;■.<. ( 

" The hiftory of that letter «f [irottc- 
** tion graated you by ihe emperor, at thii' 
*• reqoeft of rfiy ioTptodent wife> was at 
** length memiooedwithTuchtoinaKBts-af 
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• you may eafily conceive. ThfrjudgM 
*• looked at one another! ' Have we need 
** crfany better proof?' cried they,. * Why 
*•' feek an extraordinary protcAion if flic 
** were innocent ? Why wifli to prevent her 
** being brought before the cuftotnary trl- 
*• bunats, if not confcious of fome fecret 
•• Crime, that, if known, woukl expofe her 
" to thefwordof juftice? Ought fhe, bow- 
** ever, on that account, lo remain unpu- 
*' nifhcd?' My information roaches no far- 
*' ther, and I know not what has been litice 
** determined : but I hayo been afibred,- - 
" that the judges did not fcparaietill mid- 
** night, after having pkdged themfelves 
'* by an oath to Aiow you no favor." 

Ida hijd her face in her father's befom;, 
and w^t. — *' Go on, go on," faid fbe, lbb> 
biRg : " continue to pierce my heart, with 
'* the relation of my tUcadful misfortune.'*' 

^ My child, it ift neceflar-y .that yovt: 
" fliould know all. How,. otherwifc, will'' 
. •• you be able to defend yourfclf f* ' 

" And why, innoccot as I am, ranft U 
t' defend myleU' atali I- Why, regiardle&o^ , 
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.*' my letter of protedion, am I cited before 
'* a court of juftrce?" 

" You are not cited before any civi! 
** court, but before tbe grand tribunal of 
" God. And fear you to appear before 
*' the Almighty i" 

*' Ah, Were be to be my judge \" et- 
claimed Ida, llretching her bands to Hea- 
ven* with a look that fpoke the puri- 
ty of an angel. '* Were God to be my 
" judge ....!" 

•* Well then, fobmit to your fate witit 
f that confoling hope. Thofe unknonn 
'-' perfons who render juftice id bis aivae, 
** will be your judges : they were the only 
" ones before whom you could be ciced; 
** Have you forgotien tbe words contained 
•* ia your letter of proteAion ? ' »> groMi 
" tbettbtfrhiledgt if miheiagarrmgntdfir 
** anjmifdemtanmr, txceptbeftre our imaediaU 
*^ iribuit^, or thoje deputed to bald our place in 
•* tbecrimiiuluuirt.^* 

" Alas ) I did not comprelteod them :* 
replied Ida, who found few nwtives of cea>- 
IfilatioD ift her father's difcourfc. 
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« Do you think, that men who have 
** taken an oath the moll folenin to judge 
** with impartiality, wUl not difcover your 
** innocence?" 

** I will think any thing you pleafc :" 
replied (he, with a fatnt and dejected voice : 
*» but of this I am very fure, that 1 /haH 
** die, if 1 mufl appear alone before thofe 
** terrible judges." 

" Yob (hall not : I will accompany you." ' 
" But whither i Where do they hold 
** th«r felTions? Father John tells me, 
** eveiy where and no where. What doei 
** he mean ?" 

** In leality, no one has yet feen the 
** -place where they afletxtble ; but as you 
** nHifta(^aF,nodoubttomen)caniwtllbe 
*' Ibundofcoaduding you to your judges j 
«( and to this putpole I will employ the 
" two days we have left.'* - 

" But, to whom, will jrou addrds youc* 
** felf, Qnce you are uninformed who are 
;* the members of this focicty V* 

** God knowSy I am acquainted witb 
^ none of them t yet this I know> that thef 
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'* cxMt i» the midft of us under a diourand 
" different fbrmi, without our tnfpc&iag 
** thfltn : they walk by our 0de$, eat at our 
" tables, and we arc ignorant of ii. My en- 
*' quiry however wil^ reach the esra oi fpnic 
*** one or other of them, and be wUi in- 
«* ftmdl me what is to be done.'* 

In this manner did they convctfe, Ida. 
fitting by her father's fide till moroing. 
Sometimes an- extr«me palenefs orerfprcad 
her countenance : then, hcf burning cheek 
and inflamed eye btfpoke the £sver with 
which fhe was confumed. The old man 
was alarmed for bcr life. He at length 
prevailed oH her todrrnk a, foiall gJafs of 
wiQe, into which be had fecretly intro- 
ivotd fome naixrocic tinfture, and flie fell 
afieep. Hanng ptaeed her gently on a 
couch, he Oiut the-door, and deparud be- 
fore it was quite d^^tighr, to endeavour to 
difcQVcr what be fb OMiobwifticd tokam. 
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CHilPTER XIX. 

SO piwwM iws ifec operation of the 

foporific, that Ida pafled the whole day in 

•Hctp, and awoke not.tillher father arrived, 

j uft at the' approach of night.- He induced 

htf to take fi>nae nBtrimenr, which he 

"brought wirfi-hinft; ajitJflccp having tfalrn- 

«d her periHpbatioti, Tier ftrengrh" appeared 

io(?KWh»r recorererf, .Finding' her fuffi- 

cienlly calm to' hear thcrctiiltof his inqui- 

cics, he thu3 began: 

*'' We are in a conniry, whidi is the 
•* chief feat of- the- fccrct tribunal. It is 
" not fd difficult w I at Srft imagined, to 
•* gai» iaformation ofwhatmofllmports us 
*• to know. Citations of 'the nature of 
*' yours, are not exc?aordinary here: anJ 
" inftances are not wAnttng' of people who 
« haw) efcapcd ihe hands of thcfc dreadful 
*' avengers, of been acquitted bv thetn.' ti 
" is dMmed, I »a\ told, a mark of infinite 
•• honor, to be proclaimed innocent by 
" ihem. I have heard a fttange adventure 
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** of a gentleman of this country, of the 
** Dame of Coorad Von Langen *, who has 
** hitherto been purfued in vain by the fe- 
" cret tribunal, which has not been able to 
" lay hold of him," 

** And is it ooc equally pbffible for mi 
" to efcape ?", 

** You cannot, you ought not to attempt 
** it, for you are inaocent. As to Conradi 
'* I know not whether he be guiky or not; 
" nor does, the enquiry coocern. us. Imen- 
** tion htm only» becaufe, on hearing bis 
** flory, it came into my head to endcavouE 
*' to. fpeak to him, or one of his people, io 
** order to learn what we are fo anxious to 
** know. By unexpected gpod luck I found 
** that his maicre-d'hotcl was my ancient 
" comEade in the arrny, the good Walter of 
** whom you have heard me fpeak, who 
" at the furpcife of Bern had the mtsfor* 
** tune to lofe his band^ and was in con< 
'* fequence obliged to quit the profeOioa of 
f* arms. He has told me a great many dr* 

* According to other UfloriuB, JobnVon Lagat. 
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** cumftancM of the fecret tribunal, but his 
** difcourfe wa» fo obTcurc, fo interlarded 
" with brohen expreffiom, and halfformcd 
** fcDiences, that I know not what to think 
•* of him. Thert were, he informed me, 
** perfons of various defcriptions, koighrs 
** and thnr efquires, cicizens, as well as 
*< nobles, in its Services. Perhaps he be^ 
** longs to it bimlelf. Be that, however, 
**-: as it may, he afliired me, that its dread- 
" ful futtimoners were commonly obliged 
.*' to rcfort to force to bring before them 
'* the perfons who were accufed ; that it was 
" rare for a culprit to appear on the firft 
" citations that they who waited for a fe- 
." cond, or a third, were apprehended 
" wherever they were found i but that thofe 
" who appeared at the firft, as you, my 
•» dear Ida, will do, had the advantage of 
'• infpiring a prefumpiion of their inn6- 
*' cence, and were treated with greater Ic- 
*' nity. And finally, that (he only way of 
" difcovering where the fecret tribunal af- 
" fcmbled, was to repair, three quarters of 
♦* an hour after midnight, to that part of 
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** the towtt- where fotur ftreets meet, aitd 
" iibcre was always to be found a peifoo 
" who would lead the aocaftd blind-folded 
** before the judgrs." 

** I thanked htm for bit information, 
** and told him that you would carcfolly.ob- 
'* ferve his dircAions, and tbat-I was- deter* 
" mined to accompany you. Walter, u[>< 
" on this, looked mc-ftcdfeftly in the facr^ 
** and afked if I were one- of them. Mot 
" knowing what na» his drift, I made no 
** anfwer.. He lookedat me again wich ftill 
** greater earncflnefSf uttering fomc inco- 
" herent words which I did not- underftand. 
" Still ] was Alent. * Well.' refomed he» 
*' after a moment's paufe, * we IhalL fre 
•* whether you will be permitted to accom- 
*• pany her. At any rate, however, yoa 
" may be certain fhe will arrive tn fafo^ it 
" the place (^deflinaiion^ the refit: dependi 
** on her innocence."^ 

Whence could proceed the fort of tran- 
qaillity, which this myflerious tale of Mun- 
fiber imparted Co Ida > for certain it ia that 
file fek nelievcd from. the lead. that opprd^ 
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Ibd ber,, ipbktf of. her. fitaatlon' with oom- 
polure, formed atrangements rcfpc£ting 
the. mpaper io which ihe flioutd condad 
herfol^ 9act fought to penetrate the ob- 
fcurity in which> Aie was-, involved. Tc 
feeniedi no longer impoflible to her tD fup>- 
port, her misfortune, to face her accufers, 
aod yet furvive the fliockk 

Was ic-that Ida really difcovered rei- 
fons for hope in what fhe had heard i Or 
was it with her, as with a multitude of 
others*, who fitrk at the HrA guftof an ^ 
proaching ftorm,. but gradually lift upthea* 
headfij as the objcd of their terror becomes 
^miliar to them } Or was it, laftly. that 
there are benevolent Genii ever ready to 
adminjfter to their favourites, when cheir 
fufferings become too poignant, and mingle 
in thecup of bitternefs fome drops of hea- 
venly confolation ? 

Whatever were the caule, Ida fuddenly 
became tranquil ; flie enjoyed, during the 
flight, die peaceful flumberi of innocence, 
whilb her- father fat wau;hing by her pillow, 
and fjr the-, two fallowing days (he remain- 
ed in the fame happy (late, 
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At leogtb the night, latelf G> much 
dreided, approached, but brought wiihk 
DO other terrors, than whK a light Aipper, 
which the old man had provided, aiSfted 
by a glafs of wiDC^ were firificieot to difpel. 
Could their enemies have wkncfled die 
ferenity of thefe two vidtms of fo cruel a 
fate, it would have infpired them with fro- 
fations of envy : th^ir converfation was 
even gay. 

Time paffed on. The clock ftruck 
twelve, and ihey fcarcely feemed to notice 
it. " When the moon is over yon fleeplef 
" it win be time for us te be gone," (vd 
Munfter, looking out of the window. Their 
converfation, however, prcfently flackencd, 
and at length ceafed. The fears of Ida be* 
gan to return. — " How my heart beats!* 
faid fhe, laying her hand on her bofom. 
She walked up and down the room with 
agitaiion. — " W here," faid- (he, *' is the 
" moon now ?" — — '• It is . . . Take yow 
** hood, my child, and let us depart."— 
" Yet one moment," (he replied : and fall- 
ing on her knees, the fighed a Ibort prayer^ 
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■while Munlter re-rchord her fighs. She 
then put on her hood> and thejr hurried out 
of the houfc. 

Silently they walked through the ftreets, 
in which not i perfon was to bejeen. The 
knees of Ida trembled with cold, while her 
cheeks w<Te flulhedwith the crimfoa of 
fever. Thejf arrived at the great fteeple of 
St. Bartholomew's, where met four large 
flreets kading to the extrcmiti- s of the citf. 
•• Behold, my farher, the defignated pla:e !" 
faid Ida, with a fautiering vpice. The 
moon Ihone on the fpin, while a deep (ha- 
dow cad it) gloom oyer the diftaRt avenues. 
Near ihcm, tn one of the flrects^ t&ey faw 
a man approaching, wuh flow and folemn 
fiepsj whom the dim light of the moon, and 
the terrors of Ida transformed into a giant. 
He was wrapt in a kind of mail, lb as thaC 
his eyes were only vifible. He accoftcd 
them.— Who tie you?" faid he — "Ida 
** Munfter and her faiher." 
' «lt is the fbimcr 1 feck. The other 
'* ma; withdtaw.? 
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" Ko, I wilt jiot wicbaraw :1 will foHnr 
" her wberwerflw-goes." 

*' You will follow her ? that depends m 
f* tbe HMRner in which you Siall anfwer the 
** following qiwftions. What are the names 
•' of thefe four ftreets i Thatwhich is en- 
** HghiCTied by the moon I tnyfelf call Jft-zj 
" Alt in the ibttdc irmt*. What are the 
•• «ther two ?" 

To this unintelligible queftion Munftn 
made no reply. 

** Begone/' laid the man in the malk: 
«« tiiou doft not bdong to us." . 

**'Muft I then quit you, my fetheri 
••- moft I quityou ?*' exclaimed Wa, fobbing. 

The ftnmger-tore her from the 'arms rf 
MuaftcT, and pufliiog htm away fomewfaat 
ziidety, ** Go,'* faid be, in a tone of vdce 
t«o gentle to aflbrt -with the aftion thst 

* The ufualwordt'by which thC'SKmbcraafiln 
lecret tribunal recognized each other were Jkil,JiM, 
gnu, grein : in Englifh, ^eep, ftant, gTafs, gruvi. It 
h fkld, hthrcrer,' that, on' various occafiona, <Mher 
words were employed. St. Pfeffinger, VoL.lV. p. 
400/ affem that the firft woid fliould ]xjheif (a 
EngUfli Jul,) not /til. 
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accompanied it : *' . you may iafely truft 
** your daughtn to my care." 

** Whofe is" that voke ?" Taid Monftcr to 
himfclf, as he feated himfelf under thepor- 
tico of the church. *' It is itirely familiar 
•* to me." Meanwhile Ida was led off by 
her condut^or, who turned once more to- 
wards Munllerj made a fignal to htm not to 
follow, and was foon out of fight. 
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CHAPTER X5C 

COURTEOUS reader, thou wiftieft, no 
doubr, to accompany Hit innocent maideo 
before her judges : but would it be fafe for 
me to introduce thee- to a place which do 
prcfane eye has yet explored f Rathex let 
us fit doWn with honeft Munller in the 
porch cf St. Bartholomew's. Look ; the 
moon has dtfappearedi the dawn begins to 
peep, we (hall foon hear news of the ol^e& 
of our anxiety. 

Munller was ^s firmly perfuaded as you 
and I can be, that (be whom he catted bU 
daughter was innocent. Walter had aRiir* 
cd ijm, the preceding day, that if (he were 
found guilty he would never fee her more, 
as thele avengers of God caufcd the fen* 
fences they pronounced to be executed OD 
the fpot : but he had added, that !f there 
were tnc leaft profpeft ot her juftifytng her- 
felf, Ihc would be fjifely brought back to 
him ID the morning, by the pcrfoDS inw 
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mfhok hands he fliould commit her at night 
at the junftion of the four ftreets. 

Firmly relying on the innocence c f Ida, 
the veracity of Walter, and the juflice of 
the fecret tribunal, he waited with tranquil- 
lity, and he waited not in vain i for, ere tlie 
inhabitants of the neighbouring houfes were 
awake, his daughter was in his arms. 

•• Thou art rellored to me, then !" cried 
Munfter : '* thou art rcftored to me ! thou 
«* art innocentl" 

*' I aiti indeed innocent ; I fwear it by 
•' that God, who is my fupreme judge j 
" though no One will as yet declare me fo. 
** ^Alas ! your poor Ida is reftored to you 
" but for a ftiort time. The avenging 
•' fword, ftill fufpended over her head, 
" hangs but by a thread. It is required 
«* that I ihould juffify myfelfj and how 
** fliall I be able to do this, fince there is 
•* every appearance againft me ? Oh ! my 

" father ! " 

Her fobs prevctited her faying morei 
and leaning on the arm of Munfter, they 
filently walked towards their home. Ar- 
VoL. I. L 
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rivrd there (he fai down breathlefs, mi 
felling her head on her hand, wiped her 
tears as they flowed under her huod. 

" Tell mr, my dear child, what has 
*• pafled ; conceal nothing from me." 

" Alas! I have not long to remain with 
" you. As a particular favour 1 am per- 
*' milled to take up my refidence with the 
" Urfulines, for a (hort time, till my affair 
** is finifhed, and 1 am again fummoneii be- 
*' fore my judges. Do not grieve, my dear 
** father, you may fee me there, I ha»e 
*' aflted leave to receive your vifits." 

Munfltr prelTcd her hand with the ear- 
ncftnefs of anxious afFcdion, and again con- 
jured her to relate her ftory,. 

*• How (hall I defcribe to you what I 
■*' felt, when torn from your arms by my 
** conduflor ? I thought I (hould have expir- 
" ed : yet a-ccrtatn fomeihing, that I caii- 
'* not defcribe, prefently infpired me with 
" confidence. You muft yourfclf have 
** perceived, that the man in the maik treat- 
*' cd me neither with cruelty or even 
^ harflinefs ; his voice was gentle : by the 
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" llghi of the moon* I difcovercd a tear 
•' ft^riing from his eye : and I perceived, a 
** circumftance od which I could not avoid 
•* refleding, that he had loft his left hand. 
** Is it poffibic, that he could be your 
•* friend, the good, the honeft Walter ?** 

" It was, i[ was," exclaimed the old man : 
" it certainly was Walter, for 1 now recol- 
** left the found of his voice." 

Ida continued : — — •* That difcovcry 
•* calmed my agitation. I found myfclf 
" not delivered entirely into unknown 
•' hands, and you have always fpoken to 
** mc fo highly of Walter; that with him I 
•' confidered myfclf as fafe. After haying 
" walked on for fome time, he fuddenly 
" threw over my head, a thick veil, which 
•* fo tomplet-ely covered my face, that k 
*' was impoffiblefor me to dlfcern the road 
•* we took. One while we paffed over 
•' whatappeared to me uncultivated ground, 
■** and then again- over ruins : we afcended, 
.*' and defcended : fometimes I fancied my- 
*' {elf breathing the ai/of the fidds; at 
.*' oihers the found of our footfteps appear- 
Li 
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** ed to be echoed Wck by 'furrotmdiiig 
** vaulu. At Inigih we deiceoded thirty 
" fteps, which I counted, I know notwhjr; 
** and my veil beiog taken off, I found my-. 
■' fclf in a dark dreary place, where ac fifft 
*' I could difit(q;ut<h nothing. Finding 
*^vaj6Ai ejctiemely fxttgued, my^ ctniduAor 
" permitted me to Gt down on a ftone.— 
" By degrees my eyes beoame famitiarifed 
*• to the obfcurity of the place,' and I (bund 
'** myfelf at the entrance of:a large :fi]»are. 
•* Whether. I were in the eonntry or not, 
** I cannot fay: but all aroond me,.'as ^rai 
" my view could penetrate, I belKldJofty 
" raults; and orer nay bead the ftarry ft/. 
** At adiftance I obferred, by the light of 
** torches,' which, though there were many, 
*' but feebly illamined the vail f^ce, ferv- 
** ing fcarcely more than to render darknefi 
« tifiblc, human 'figutesdrtffcd in black, 
** Tome ofwhotn came towards us^ and joiD- 
" cd my conda6kor. They were" all 'mssflted 
•• tike liim, and oonverfed only by ^s, 
"intermingled wit^ a few abrupt word), 
f* Every moment their nomber tncrtaledi 
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'• and apparently there were feveral hun- 
*• dred of them. The filence that pro- 
** vailed in this affeiaiAy, interrupted only 
*' by my tcara and fighs, appeared incom- 
•' prehenCble to me. 

" On a fudden I heard the doleful 
•* found of a bell. Three times was it 
** Aruck; and as ofien did my heart qaake 
*' within me* The place was now more 
*' enlightened, and 1 perceived a circle 
«• comppfed of feveral perfons in black, and 
•* maik,ed, who, I was informed by my con- 
•* duftor> were my judges.— ' You will im- 
•* mediately be called upon :* faid he to mc 
•' ina.whifper: ' ifyourconfcicncc be clear 
** prepare. to anfwer with courage. ~ Take 
•*off.your hood, you muft appear with your 
•* face.uncovered.' 

*' Scarcely had he done fpeaking, when 
*' a,voiceimore appalling than the found of 
•• the bell, cried out in a tone of authority ; 
" JdaMunfter t fomrefs ! acatfed ofmurder^ 
*' of high treafon, appear I We^ thefeiret aven- 
*^ gers ef ihe.Invtfible, die ibu before the juf- 
** ti(e:of.God!appegr. I appear! • 
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" Though [heft terrible exprefllons were 
•• Bot new to nw, I cannot exprefs the op- 
" preffion I felt at my heart on their beiog 
** pronounced. Ii continued indeed but for 
** a moment ; for the confcioiifnefs of my 
" Innocence iiifpired niewrth courage alraoft 
•* fupematural. With couwenance ereft I 
*' ftepped forward, and boldly looked round 
"on the whole aflcmbly, without tcfti- 
" f)'"ig the lead fear. — ' To luch a citation 
" I ought not to anfwer ;' cried I with a 
" voice flrengthrned by indignation. *My 
" name is Ida Munfter, but I am no criaii- 
« nak' 

" At this, he who appeared to be t^e 
■*' chief of the tribunal, faid : — ' Come near 
" and liften to the complaints that are ad- 
*' duced againftyou, and the witncffes wh6 
•* atteft their truth.* 

** I advanced, and falling on my knees, 
" • 1 fwear,' cried I, ' by him who lives fot 
•* ever, that I am not a forcerefs, that I 
** have aflkflinaied no one, that I h^ve ne- 
** ver committed the crime of high treafon» 
" and- that all which the witnefics have de- 
" pofed againft mc is falfe.' 
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•' The examination began : but O, my 
** father ! how fliail I relare to you the fub- 
'* ftance of my accufation ! Is it poflible, 
^ that the mcreft trifles can be conftrued 
•' into erimcs, or regarded at leaft as a pre- 
** iumption of crimes ? 

** The firft thing adduced againft me; 

•* was the lock of ihe emprefi's hair, Alas!' 

•* I was obliged to give it up, and the braid' 

•* of gold- net- work, to which it wasfaftened, 

" is now a ufeltjfs ornament about my neck. 

•* That precious remembrance which I wore' 

" in my b.>rom, became one of the ftrongeft 

" proof's againft me. — You remember; thaC 

" yeftcrday in the dark, I fcratched my 

*♦ check, and fputted my veil with blood : 

" my judgfS-prefumed, that it was ihc fame 

** veil with, which I had wiped the blood 

•' from the rieck of the emprefs on her wcd- 

V ding day, when flie gave her^clf the flight 

" wound you have heard mc mention, and 

- " 1 was afked for what purpoft; I carried 

" fuch things about me. They afkcd, ton, 

" whether 1 had not faid to one of my 

" friends, that the emprefs would be forced 

L4 
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** to love me, as long as that lock of Rer 
*' hair remained next my heart : and ac- 
** cufed me of having fo fafcioated her, 
•• that (he could not be happy without 
*■' and my harp for a Gogle day ; as a proof 
«* of which ihcy alledged» that lately, dur- 
** ing her illncrs, Oic had confefled it wat 
". impoffible for her to live, or cvet» to die 
" without me. 

" * Did Ihe fay fo ?* cried I, with rap- 
** ture. * Matchlefs woman ! why cannot 
" 1 fee her once more ? Why, if I muft 
" die, cannot I die^at berfeet,?* . . . . St- 
*' Icnce was impofcd on me, and the inter* 
*' rogations continued. 

*' I was afked, whence caooe the riches 
*' of my father and mother, after they had 
*' loft by fire all they pofleffed ; by what 
** fupernatural means I had been warned 
** that the conflagration would happen; 
** why I had not the humanity to acquaint 
*' the people of the city, and my parents, 
** with the circumftance, but had carried 
" (ny wickcdnefs fo far, as to abandon them 
" to their fdte, and fave ooly myfelf i and 
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'* what was become of the cheTaiier Her- 
'* man of Unna, oa whom I had>caft a fpet)^ 
** to make him in love with me, whom I 
•* had fo deprived of ihe ufe of his reafon^ 
*' that he had wandered about the countr]* 
*' for three dsjrs together, without knowing 
** what hftdid,.and whom in all probabjliiy 
** 1 had afterwards caufed to be afiaJTinated* • 

*' At the mention of Herman affaffinat* 
" ed, I fell fcnlelefs on the ground. After 
<* they had brought nje to myfelf; I began 
*' loudly to lament his death. O- beavens-i 
" if it (hould bctruc that he is dead !" 

Tearft now- choaked the voice, of Ida; 
and ihc ceaicd not to. weep, till MiJnfter 
Ibothed her by the aflurance;, that he had 
Utrly receivedi a. later from Herman, and 
that he was well. She then continued her 
narration. 

** The complaints exhibited againfl me,' " 
*^ became every moment more affiifling,' 
" The Italian prinoe, who had abandoned* 
V the princefs of Ratibor, and whoio of 
" courfe 1 had alfo enchanted by fome fc-' 
" cret Ipelt, was not forgotten i but the laft 
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** and mod croel reproach was, the unfor- 
** tonate labour of the emprcfs, which wa 
•* in like manner imputed to me, as welt 
** as the dangerous (Uie inwhich fiie yec 
•* continues. 

" God knows what anfwer I madb w 
** thefe difiFereni accufations. This only T 
" remember, that I, who fancied myfe'f ftf 
** weak', fo timid, felt myfclf atiimated with 
** fupcrnatural (Irength, and was filent 10 
** none of the charges. I fpobe little and -with 
** leferve ; but what I faid muft have been 
*' of weight, for more than'Once- 1 put my 
" accufers tofitence. The-flcy now began 
•* to grow lefsobfcure, the diflant crowing 
** of the cocks announced the approach of 
** dawn i when infianily-^K the aiOTcmbt/ 
" arofe. 

** He who had prefided, then addrefled 
" mein thefe words-: * Ida, the fword ftill 
" hangs over your head-: 'one and twenty 
" days arc granted you tx> produce incoif 
*• icftible proofs of your inoocecce. Your 
*' readinefs^to appear at the 6t& citaiton> 
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•* induces us for the prefent to permit you- 
••" to depart in peace ; but think i)Ot of. 
*• Ciiking flighr, our eyes and arms are every 
** where, like the prefence of the Eternal.' 

*' I proilrated myfclf at the foot of ihe- 
** judgment feat, and foliciced permifTion to- 
** retire to a convent. My rcqueft was. 
•* granted, and I- was moreover ptomifed, 
*' in confideration of my youth and fcx,. 
** fome extraordinacy favor j but what ihat- 
** favor was, I was not informed. • 

" Again 1 was veiled, and then led away.. 
'* On the road, I begged my conduftor to-- 
•' ufe his iniereft fcr me to be placed in the 
*' convent of Urfulines, whithtr I had been ■ 
*' accuftomed to.gb, antf to obtain pcrmif- 
•' fion to fee you there. Ttiis he affurtd. 
. " me he could grant on- his own authority,,. 
" fuch things being-ltft entirely to him.. I,i 
'* would have faid mere to him, . but he ; 
" affumed the fame rcferve as when he con-r 
" dufted me to the tribuiia.1. At the corner, 
" of the ftreet he left me, probably that he. 
"might not be known, by you, whom he.- 
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** pointed out waiting for me at- the church' 
" cf Sr. Bartholomew." 

" My dear Ida/' cried Mutiftfr, when 
n-.e had finilhed her recital-: " be of good' 
•' htart. I atn perfuaded your a^ir- will 
** terminate happily. lihiU this day take 
** a (Icp, which the abfcnce of the pcrfon on 
** whom I found my hopes, has hitherto 
" prevented. The day on which you were 
*' cited, and before I faw you, 1 went to the 
*• count of Wirtemberg's, to acquaint him 
" with fomething of the utmoft importance, 
" and which would have been of great help 
" to you, had he known it. I was told, 
** however, that he was gone from home, 
*' and would not return for three days. 
" Thofe three days are expired; and I wi!l 
** go to him the moment I have conduifted 
** you to your convent." 

" Alas ! it will be loft labour. I ad- 
" dreffed myfclf to him, the inftant I was 
** fummoned before the fecret tribunal, as 
** he had always appeared well difpofcd to- 
" wards me ; but he too abandoned- me. 
•• Bcfides, it is probable he was not from 
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*' bonie> but rcfuTcd. to admit you, becaufe, 
** knowing you to be myfatlier, he was ap* 
•*■ prehenfive you might wifti- to-folicithim' 
"■ in my behalf." 

**-He.has always, you fay* appeared well" 
•* difpoftd towards you," roplied Munfter, 
after a (bore filence : '^ what poofs bas he 
•* giveoyou of it ?" 

** You knowj my dear father, we are 
** naturaVly led to confider the flighteft* 
*< marks of attention from the grcait, as a 
** proof of their being intercfted. in ouir- 
" favour. And at the tirae.that every thing 
"fmilcd around me, he Teemed to regard' 
'* me, I thought, with kindncfs. I retoem- 
*• ber particularly the momenc of his firft* 
" feeing me in the emprefi's clofct. He 
" diftinguiftied me from all my compa- 
" nions, and paid me attentions that were 
" extremely embarraffing to rrw: and when: 
" the emprefs, as was her cuftom, told him 
^ my name, that dear name which I flialt 
'* ever deem an honour to rrw, io ordw ta 
** let him know that I was not of- noble 
*f birth, his ^atention to ms was increafed. 
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" ' Munftcr !' replied he : * Ida Munfter !' 
■*.... The name- of Ida is pleafing to 
" my ear:: it brings to my temcmbrance a 
** beloved wife, whom, alas ! I long have 
" loft.' The princcfs of Ratibor remarked, 
'^ihat it was a proofof the pride of my 
'* parents to give me the name Of a priacers,. 
" But the count did not appear to heed the- 
" rtfledion :hc canne up to me,. embraced 
** me afic£tionaie1y, and faid, with a fmile,- 
** * I am happy, to learn that you are a cid- 
** zcn's daughter, for had you btren a lady 
*' of quality, I durft not fo freely exprefs- 
" the fricndlhip with which you infpire- 
" me.* The princefs of Ratibor, who was- 
" by my fide, eyed me with a look of con— 
"^tempt, and her eyes fcemed to- fay, that 
"-.the lill obfervalion of the count, was 
" humiliating to her to whom it was addieff-- 
" cd[ but (oofimple, too little vain, to be 
" of her opinion, I kiiTed the hand of the' 
« refpcfiable. old peer, and received frot7> 
"him in return, not without biufiiing, a 
" feUite on my forehead. From that'mo- 
** mcDt, be always alked for nie^.called xne- 
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** his Ida,, inquired after my parents, and 
** told me, that he had formerly a perfon 
•* of the name of ,Munfter in his fervice, a 
<«■ Very brave and worthy man, with many 
*' other things equally flattering, which 
" people of humble birth fo highly prize 
*' from the great. For a tin.e I thought 
"•that I had found in him a protctftor: but 
" now, that I have enemies feeking to 6p- 
" prefs me, I have difcoveredmy miftake." 
To this Munfter made DO reply ; nor in- 
deed had he time, for fcarcely had flie 
finiflied, W'hen fomebody entered to con- 
diift her to the convent. They accordingly 
ftparated, after tenderly taking leave, and 
promifing (hortly to fce each other again. 
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THE next day Muofter made, his apr 
pearante at the parlour of the UrJulinca.— - 
** I have ftrange things to tell you," faid.hc 
10 Ida : " read this paper j a great number 
" of copiet of it are ftuck up againft all tS« 
" public buildings." Ida, read : 

•* JVe, the Jeer tt judges of crimes , and pnaee* 
" tors ef inxocencet turn ta the four quarters of 
** the- globe, and proclaim : If anyone dare tat' 
•' dertake the defence, of Ida. Mun/ler, who U 
" in a Jale (^ accufaiieK, let him appear !" 

** OH God !" cried Ida, lifting the paper 
towards heaven, *< I feel that thou haft not 
** wholly forfaken me j that thou wilt yet 
•* favemc!" 

Munfter continued : " I went to my 
" friend Walter, and Ihewed him this pa- 
** per. He fmiltd, and affured me, that 
*' fuch a proclamation was an extraordinary 
" favor, of which you might be proud, as 
" there was fcarccly another inftance of a 
" defender -being allowed to a perfon ac- 
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** cufffd of witchcraft} UtiW lefs thaC all the> 

**■ world Ihould be called upon to plead his> 

** caufe. I told him the refolution I bad. 

** taken, to appear myfelf in defence of your 

" innocence. He AiQok his head, and 

•* added : * If you were a member of the fe- 

** cre,t tribunal, and could fay : ' I fwear by 

** our dreadful oath, that my daughter is in-i 

** nocent,' it would be. of weight, and 

" equivalent to a co^nplete jufl4ficacian : bu& 

" without this, your oath would be reckoned 

*' as nothing. Neither father, nor mother, 

" nor brother, nor any pther relation, if not 

*' of the focietyv can be adn]icted;to defend 

" a perfon accufed before the. ftcret tribii- 

•' nal. In the few inftancesin which thU 

" liberty is allowed to the profane, it mult 

" be^ ftranger who takes upon him the tajk.; 

** and then, in order ih^ there may be time 

** for fuch an one to appear, an interval of 

" one and twenty days is appointed, be- 

" tween the firft and fecond meeting of the 

" tribunaK* 

"*You aftooifli me;' replied I, 'you 
" fpcak of the a^tr as if you had beenpre* 
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•* fcnt. Am 1 right ? Are you really ?*'• 

" Walter intcnupied me, with an air of dif- 
" fatisraftion, without anfwering my queP 
" tion i but defired me to leare him, and 
** never to tifit him again, if I would not 
•* defift from fuch interrogations^ 

*' On quittifig him, I repaired to the 
•* houfc of count Wirtembcrg. There, what 
** you prediiJled, came to pafs :• I was refu- 
" fed admittance : yet fee him I nnunr. T» 
** effcft this, an expedient has occurred to 
** me, by means cf nhich t have ho duubt 
"of obtaining accefs lo him. Tou know 
** the gold chain I gave you, when you en- 
**tered the tenth year of your age : if I 
*f could' convey tharchainr to the count of 
" Wirtembcrg, and recall to his memory 
** certain circumftances, 1 fhould not bcTenr 
" from his door. Give it me, it is at pre* 
" fent of noufe to you. It fhall be return- 
*' ed to you in a manner more ffattering 

"than you can imagine You feem 

" confufcd ! have you loft it my child ? Was 
" it dcftroycd in the fire? ... . But no j 
•*^ your mother told- tTre, when I mentioned 
" it, that it was laved, and that you had it 
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" on when you went to the church. . . Sjieak 
*• Ida ! what am I to think? . , . Believe 
** mc, the lofs of it would be of lUore con- 
'* fequcnce than you are aware." 

"Oh ! my father !" exclaimed Ida, agi- 
tated : " I , . . . My mother . ; . . Indeed 
" I have it not . . , .1 gave it to Herman, 
'* when . . . ." ■ 

•' Imprudent girl ! You have been the 
" inftrument of deftroying your own hap- 

*' pinefs And my wife 1 . . . . How 

•* could ihe permit it ? Herman then is In 
" poflcflion of that jewel ! Oh! where (hall" 
** I find hrni! How ftiali I recover it from 
" him ! It might at this junfture fave youc 
Vlife." 

Munfler gave way to his defpair, while Ida- 
endeavoured in vain to appeaft him, and im- 
plored his forgivencfs. She offered him a 
ting, which (he had received at the fame 
time with ti.e chain j but he refuted it, faj'- - 
ing, that without the one, the othtr w?s- 
ufclcfs. Ida^ barhed in tears, begged him ta 
explain to her this myfterious affair. He 
tore himfclf from Ket arms, and for the firft 
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time In hisJife, quitted ber with every mark 
of difplcafure. 

As it wu impofCblc for Ida to conceive 
the importance of fuch a tr^e* fiie fooB 
thought no more of itf ztyd regretted nothing 
but having incurred the-anger of bet father, 
which Ihe hoped at his next vifit to remove. 
She well knew how much he loved her, aod 
the power her prayers and tears had over 
him. In vain^ however, did ihe that day 
exped him t in vain the two fucceeding 
ones. She then became impatient, and ob- 
tained permilCon from the fuperior of the 
convent, who was her friend, to fend to the 
houfe at which be had taken up his abodes 
and inquire after him. His apartment waa 
Ihut, and no one could givcany information 
refpefiing him. She fent to Walter : his an-^, 
fwer was, that, the laft titne Munfter called 
on him, he had difnulfed htm a little unci- 
villy, at which he was probably ofiended, as 
he had not fecn him fince. 

What alarming, news for Ida ! And 
forely fhe needed no freftj , fubjefts of in- 
quietude! Of the three vwek; refptte whici^ 
Ihc had obtained, four days were now fpeni. 
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and the reft pafied away in like manner, in 
the mid ft of appreheniion and dread, till 
the laft only remained, and in this Tingle 
Tiay was Ihe to procure, what in all the others 
■^e had been unable to find, inconteftible 
-proofs of her innocence, or undergo the fad 
•alternative of being irremediably condemn- 
ed to death. Judge of the dreadful 6tua- 
tionof this poor girl ! It feemed as if every 
'thing from'which fhe might hope for com- 
fort was' annihilated for ever. She heard, 
^hat the emprefs was recovering her health : 
-flie would fain have perfuadcd herfdf, that 
-flie knew nothing of her fnisfortune, or 
■Tcnew it' but imperfcftly : (he hoped, (hat, 
if flie -could acquaint her with her ftory, 
%e -fliould receive from her all the foc- 
cour {he wanted. Butevery-attempt madfe 
■by ihe'taons, to 6btsin accefs to Sophia, 
-proved tneflfcftaal. At length, w*en the 
4*ft eWBing came,'' Ida was obliged to con- 
*gfs, thafflie' had nothing to rely on but her 
■irinoceficrrarid IWwas even at a lofs in 
Tlrhat Way'flie (hould prcfcnt hcrfclf- before 
-lier jiidges. Not to appear would have been 
to iSt contrary to her principles, and inju- 
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rious to her honour : ;o repair unaccompi- 
nied to the defined tpot would have been 
dangerous, and little compatible with fe- 
male modefty. What then was to be done? 
A council was held on the occalion, aod the 
worthy foperior of the convent permitted 
Ida to ftnd for old Walter, and requcft him 
to i&, on this occanon, as a father to the 
daughter of his friend. 

The old man appeared greatly, difturbed 
at tliis propofal. His colour changed, he 
would have fpokcn, he ftammered, and at 
lengifa, ftriking the ground with his foot, 
with marks of conriderabledifplcafu're, beg- 
ged that they would not teaze him for an 
impofllbilicy. With this he departed, and 
left Ida, as well as the nuns, jn the greateft 
confternaiion. 

They wept, they prayed, and midnight 
was f^fl approaching^ Ida was left alone, 
while the reft of the community retired tp 
the fuperior's apartment, ip prder to come 
to Tome determination.' -" It is, iqipolB- 
*' ble," faid the good old lady, '• to ?ban- 
•' don this poor girl in her p/efcnt qircijm- 
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•• nances. I would fwear by this image of 
** the blcfled Virgin, that flie is innocent, 
•* and will be. found fo. And ihall we be 
*' fo cruel as to leave her expofcd to dangers 
** of another kind ? She is handfome, as 
*' you and I were in our youth. If the 
" world be ftill as it was in my time, (he is 
** unfafe, however Ihort may be the way : 
*• flic will fall into the hands of fome young 
*' libertine, and will be totally loft to 'our 
** convent. What is to be done, fift^rs ? 
•' Do you think it would be any violation 
•* of our holy rules to conduft her ourfelves 
*' to the place appointed ? I and the four 
'* elder nuns will take on ourfelves the 
*' charge, and .... ." 

It was impoflible for the fuperior to 
Bnifli, a general acclamation interrupted her 
in the midft of her fpeech. The attach- 
ment thefe nuns had conceived for the 
lovely Ida, whom they confidrrcd, I know 
not why, as one of their future fiftersj or 
perhaps the delire of once more feccing a 
foot out of the convent, made them difpuw 
the prefcfCDCC which the fuperior wilhed 
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on this occalion togWe to age : and, to pre- 
ferre peace, ' {he was obliged to let all the 
fiaid matrons, who formed the council, 
without a ftngle exception, accompany her, 
Inftantly a general joy took place, and a de- 
putation was fent to Ida, to inform her of 
the rcfolution taken by the community. 

This mark of friendOiip tranfported Ida, 
-and inrptrtfd her with fb lively a gratitude, 
that her lips feemed ready to pronounce a 
vow, which the nuns would have heard with 
pleafurc. Indeed they fully reckoned upon 
ii, and thought, that nothing but fome un> 
foreffen accident could prevent it. 

The clock ftruck twelve i the church of 
St, Bartholomew's was at a diftance ; there 
was no time to be lofl ; it was even necef* 
fary to forego the folcmn benediftion, that 
bad been propofcd to be received in the 
chapel of the convent, before embarking on 
this important enterprize ; a benediftion 
fortunately foregone, as it might have led 
'the pious Ida into fome indifcreet promile, 
of which Ihe might have repented. In 
hafte they took their veils: in hafie they 



..Google 



OF UNNA. asi 

infpoAed the cells of the younger nunSi that 
fione of them intghF take it into their heads 
to.trench pn the privileges of their feniors : 
-they traverfed the bngg^lerlesofthecoa- 
yetit i the gate wm ppe^ed, and With p^l- 
pifating 'hearty fhcy IfuDilcbed ftpm the cqot 
Aries of thofe U<iKd walls inw. a fiaful 
world. 

The heart <)f I<^ ^quqlly palpitated. 
.Guided hg the ligh^ pf the ^rs, and ac- 
companied by tbp^« holy fn^ens, fhc re,- 
;paired to the fpot 10 whi(;h Qm had before 
been condudsd t^ kt^r father, The; fu- 
-ptrri^Tj by vhof^ fide Oie nyalkicd, dinned 
lier ears vith ptpvfs czhorWionsi and argt^- 
msofB of cpmfoK ;. bt}C the fiknce ot^crved 
by Mvafter* op her forqier Ibrrofv/til jour- 
ney, was njweh b5tt«radepjed to her fitpa- 
(top •, aed cberi; \ni podiing lh« would not 
williftgly hare giyen at this memept, tt> 
have wept in quipt, md f^y^hput interrup- 
tm. 
At length they min^ « tJte ♦ppoioted 

.aiwady tkore, 741 r^mf^rbw j:inbarra£eddt 
Vol. I.. M 
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fight of her numerous attendants J yet tb( 
prefence -of the nuns feemcd to make on 
itim a favourable impr^on. He faluted 
them with a profound bow, gave Ida rime 
to take leave of them, obligiogty offered ber 
^is right arm, and then retired with her 
Howlyt while the eyes of the nuns followed 
them with no fmall curiofity. When thejr 
-arrived at the comer of the ftreet, and her 
•condudlor, as before, covered her head with 
-a veil* ibe again perceived, that his left 
hand was wanting. " Ah!" faid Ida: 
•* Why do you wilh to conceal firom me, 
** that you are Walter f It would be fo eon- 
-** folatory to be aflurcd, that I am in the 
■** hands of a brave and worthy man, and 
'** notin thofeof aftrangcrl" A murmur of ; 
-diffatisfaftiOD was the Ible anfwer fbe re- 
ceived. They were both filcnt, and they 
arrived much fooner than before at the 
-place of their deflination. . 

The fpot to which ihe was this time con* 
do&ed feemcd different from the former. 
Its canopy was the fame, the flarry heavens: 
but it did not appear co be encircled with 
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lofty wads ; on the contrary, the eye was 
iinobftru£tcd on cirery ftde, for the little 
way it could penetrate, except that oa 
that by which they arrived were thick 
tuJhe*, which probably furrounded the 
whale place, but were imperceptible on ac- 
count of thetrdiftance. Ida perceived, that 
the ground on which flie walked was turf j 
and from various circumftances flie con- 
jectured herfctf to be in a wood, with which ' 
ftie was not wholly unacquainted. Pofll- 
bly Ibe was not miftakcn j for there is no place, 
as a writer of thefe times informs us, in 
which ibejeffiom of the fecret tribunal might 
not be htldf provided ft were private andftcitre 
from furprixe. 

This fecond affembly was full as numer- 
ous as the firft, but it was lefs diftinguilh- 
able» and perhaps even nnore frlent.^ The 
bell gave the accuftotned fignal, and the 
voice which Ida bad already beard, thus 
proclaimed : 

" We, the fervants of the invifiblc God, 
** who judge in feciet, turn to the four 
M 2 . 
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" quirters of the globe, and calf Gn the 
*' defender of the aceuled Ida: appear! 
« appear T 

This fumitions was three times repfai- 
fd. The fcene became more luminous; and 
Ida was fiepping forward withooc being 
called, when her conductor fatd to ber m a 
^ov voice: *'. remain wheie jroil are; yotl 
*• have to day dothing to anfwer.'* 

Ida then tiewed with more tranquillity 
thcfe terrible unknownperfbnages; aming- 
led fentimnit sf bojie And Joy filled her 
heait, and prefentiy was eleVatvd ta trair* 
fport, when« after the third fomtnotu, a 
6gure Aepfcd fofward^ mafted like -the 
others, but cf fo noble a port, that the 
jrouDg.prtlbner could not help ptetcinng 
him to all the aflemblyt 

The chanvpioa of kinecence flowly ad^ 
vanced,. ajai placing bimielf before the feat 
of the <^ief of the tribunal, " Beholdi'* 
faid he, " the defender of innocence : put 
" me todeathi if Ida-beguilty." 

The caufe was opened. The qudHons 
already put to Ida, were, one by one rc- 
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peaKd ; but (be heard tbeni not with the 
fame termor as at firft^ for the Aranger a{>- 
peared cotnpetenc to anfwer them, and ftie 
believed hcrfelf perf e£lly juftified. But her 
judges were not fo cafy to be convinced^ 
The adventure of the lock of hair, which* 
in thofe days of ignoraoce, appeared fd 
fur{»icious a circumftance, was fiill unde- 
nicd i th^ words Ihe had uttered on the 
fubjeA, to tbn young princefs of Ratibor> 
wereequallydifproved, andtefljfied ftrong- 
ly againft ber. The emprefs befide was. 
flill noc wlkoUy recovered, aodHcrnoanof 
Unita,'.whOEn Ida was accuftd of liaving 
' aflkffinated, it was afferud, w&s no vben! 
to be found. 

The champion of Ida demHAded thH 
tbey Ibould. wait the recovery of ^phia^ 
before tbey pMceeded to phfs fentence^ 
fince, if the prifoncr were guilry, ibe p^in- 
•. cefs ODuld give much mote diretH: infortha- 
lion on the fubjeft than bad hitherto beeA 
oEFered 1 but this dscmand waa rcjeftcd, Ai 
to tbe ubmplaint refpeifting the nwrdcf of 
Uermaa, be ofisred mflantly to product 
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proofs of its falfebood. Bu.t oh this b«ad 
fiJenc^ was impofed on btm, and be was 
ordered to confine himfelf to the principal 
charge, that of forcery. Confcions of the 
difficulty, not lo fay impoOibility of com- 
pletely refuting fuch an accufatioDj he kept 
a meUocholy filence, which filled the mind 
of Munftcr's daughter with alarm and ter- 
ror. 

RecoTeriog bimfelf, however, he at J 
length (aid : ** I am aware of the danger 
" ef my fituation ; I am aware, that ncrone 
** can engage in the defence of a pcrfon 
'* arraigsed before this tribunal, without 
*< expofipg himfelf to the fame punifluncnt 
** as the culprit, if he be found gailty. 
5' Be it fo L here I am i put me to- death if 
f there be no fafety for Ida : but I call 
** Heaven and earth to witnefs, that Ihe is 
" innocent. Tremble, yejudgcs! her blood 
** will find avengers : (he is not the 
<* daughter of an obfcure eitiaen j flie is 
« the daughter of a prince." 

lB(tantly a murmur pervaded the whole 
aHetnbly. The greater pait charged him 



3™dj,Googlf 



OF UNNA. 257 

with having invented this fable in order to 
protraft the trial. In confequcnce it was 
determined, that he Ihould be confined till 
he proved his alTertion, and he was imoie- 
diately fdzed. — ** Oh ! they will kill, they 
** will murder him 1" exclaimed Ida: and,. 
as flic uttered tbefe words, the whole af- 
fembly appeared to fwim before her eyes in 
a thick mift, the lights difappeared* her 
cars rung with fearful noifes, and Ihe funk 
fenlelefs on the ground. 
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